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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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JMPROVEMENT

IN BEE-HIVES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 33,189, dated September 8, 1861.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, DAVID DoUGAL and
WILLIAM TRUXAL, both of the borough and
county of Butler, in the State of Pennsylva-
nia, have invented anew and useful Improve-
ment in Bee-Hives, of whieh the following is
a full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which make part of this specification, and in
which—

Figure 1 represents a view in perspective
of our improved apparatus for preventing
the destruction of honey-bees by worms, and
Fig. 2 represents a vertical longitudinal see-
tion through the center of the same.

The object of our invention is to prevent
moths or butterflies from entering the hive
1 order to deposit their eggs, for in the event
of their success the worms. hatched from the
vggs would soon destroy the bees; and to this
end ourinvention consists in attaching a ves-
tibule or entrance to the hive, through which
everything going into the hive must pass.
This device, which we call a “bee-guard,”
consists of a box or chamber having perpen-
dicular sides or walls provided with sloping
ledges or projections so arranged that in case
a moth or fly enters the vestibule and crawls
up its sides it would be stopped by the ledges
and would deposit the eggs on the underside
thereof. When the worms are hatched, their
struggles cause them to drop from the ledges
and fall to the bottom of the chamber and
roll out upon the ground, the bottom being
inclined for this purpose.

The accompanying drawings represent a
convenient arrangement of parts for carry-
ing out the objects of our invention. In this
instance the vestibule consists of a rectangu-
lar box, which is intended to be secured un-
derneath-the hive. It has a sloping bottom
A, which projects slightly beyond the front
side of the box in order to form a foot-board,
upon which the bees may light. An adjust-
able sliding door B forms part of the front of
the box, and may be held in any required
position by the catch b. An opening C in

each side of the box, covered with wire-gauze,
serves as a ventilator when the door is shut.
Sloping guards D D, formed in this instance
of sheet-tin, are secured to the sides of the box
near its upper end, and are closely united. at
their edges that no moths may pass between
them. These guards slope downward at an
angle of about sixty degrees. For greater se-
curity we place a double row of such gunards,
and likewise place the opening E, which forms
the entrance to the hive, in the center of the
top of the box. DBy this mode of construc-
tion, in case the moths or butterflies should
effect an entrance to the vestibule, they would
crawlup its sides until stopped by the guards,
under which they would deposit their eggs.
The worms from these eggs when hatched
would detach themselves from the gnards by
their struggles and fall upontheinclined bot-
tom A, down which they would roll to the
groand. It will thus be seen thatour inven-
tion furnishes an effectual protection against
the ravages of these inseects.

We have shown the chamber as of a rect-
angular form; but it is obvious that its
shape might be varied without departing
from the spirit of our invention.

We have likewise described our invention
as applied to the bottom of a hive; but it
might likewise be applied with equal ad-
vantage to the side thereof, it being only nec-
essary in such case to provide a short hori-
zontal passage o connect with the hive and
the opening in the top of the box

. What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

Attaching to bee-hives a vestibule or en-
trance provided with guards D D and a slop-
ing bottom A, eonstructed and arranged as
herein deseribed, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto
subseribed our names. ;
DAVID DOUGAL.
WILLIAM TRUXAT.

Witnesses:
G. C. ROESSING,
PrrEr KEIL,




