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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosErH H, WELTY, of
Mount Carroll, in the county of Carroll and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved Mode of Transferring and Hiving
Bees; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings,and tothelettersofreference marked
thereon, the same letters referring to the same
parts in the different figures.

The nature of my invention consists in at-
taching a tube, having a slide with a wire to
operate it, to any two bee hives, so that a com-
munication can be made between the hives
when the bees are about to swarm, or when it
18 desired to transfer bees from one hive to
another.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation.

I construet a short tube, as shown ag B, Fig-
ures 1, 2, and 3, having a slot near its middle
and cut down near to the center, in wh ch the
slide C, Figs. 2 and 4, is secured by a rivet, L,
as at Ifigs. 2 and 4, so that the tube can be
opened and closed up at pleasure. I construct
the slide of tin or any other suitable material,

and formed so that it will just close up the
aperture in the tube B when it is pressed bhack
by the wire D. I attach the wire D, Figs. 2
and 4, to the slide C, and secure the end at N
to one of the hives by a wire steeple, or in any
other suitable manner. I transfer the bees
from one hive to the other by closing up the
hive containing the bees, and cut oft the ven
tilation. Ithen open the aperture through the
tube and ventilate the other hive. The bees
will then pass through and ocecupy the vacant
hive, and just before the hees are expected to
Swarm, I open the connection between the two
hives, when the swarm will ocecupy the vacant
hive, thereby causing the bees to hive them-
selves. The second or empty hive can also be
used for sarplus honey by opening the con-
nection when the first hive is full.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The application to bee hives of the combina-
tion of the siotted tube B, its slide C, and the
wire 1), when used as and for the purpose sub
stantially as delineated and specified.
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