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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

W. H. PIERSON,

IMPROVEMENT IN

OF WEST JERSEY,

ILLINOIS.

BEE-HIVES.

Specification forming parl of Letters Patent No. 58,881, dated October 16, 1866.

To all whom it may comcern :

Beit known that I, W. L. PIERSON, of West
Jersey, in the county 'of Stark and State of Il
nots, have invented a new and Linproved Bee
]Iwe and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full , clear, and exact description there
of, which will enable others skilled in the art
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, in which—

Fiegure 118 a veitical section of my inven-
tion, taken in the line 2 x, Fig. 2; Fig. 2, a
vertical section of the same, taken in the line
y 1y, Fig, 15 Iig. 3, a vertical section of a part
pertaming to the sawme, taken in the line 2 2,
Ifig. 2; Fig. 4, a lotizontal section of the same,
taken in the line ¢/ 2/, Fig. 2.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

This invention relatesto anewand improved
arrangement ot the breeding and spare honey
boxes, whereby the labor of the bees 1s mate-
r1ally reduced.

The invention also relates to an improved
means fortransferring the bees fromone breed
ing box to the other, in order to admit of old
combs being taken out when necessary; and
the invention further relates to an improved
robber-trap, whereby the honey in the hive is
fully guarded and protecied from robber bees.

A represents the case of the hive, which
may be constructed of wood, and of rectan-
gular foim, and provided with a horizontal
paitition, a, secured in it about one third the
distance of its height from its bottom. -

In the upper compartment of the case A
thiere are placed two breeding boxes, B I3, side
by side, having no bottoms, and provided with
holes b in thelr sides, through which the bees
are allowed to pass irom one box to the other
when not prevented by the insertion of a plate,
C, between the boxes.

D D are two gpare honey boxes, placed 1n
the lower compartment of the case, and having

holes ¢ in their tops, which are in line with |

holes d 1n the partition «, to admit of the bees
passing from the boxes B B into D D, and
vice versa. (See Fig. 1.)

In the upper surface of the partition « there

| arc made two grooves, ¢ ¢, extending from an
entrance, f, in the front side of the case A,
back underneath the boxes I3 3.

K represents a box, which is attached Ly
| thumb screws ¢ ¢ to the exterior of the front
side of the hive. ™The top plate,a™, of this box
serves as an alighting board for the entrance
Jf, and the front side of the box is provided
with a glass shding door, /, secured by a but-
ton, 7.

I 18 a tube, which passes vertically through
the top of the box Ii, downinto the box I, the
upper end of the tllbb being flush mth the
upper suriace of the top plate? ",

By having the spare honey boxes D below
the breeding boxes I I, the bees work more
rapidly than if they were placed above them.
The natural tendency 1s to work from the top

} downward, commencing with the breeding-

combs and ﬁllmﬂ the bleedmg boxes first, antl
theun filling the spare honeyv boxes. The 11811211
mode 1 to place the spare honey boxes above
the breeding boxes, and in some instances at
the sides of the hive; but in either case the
beesarecompelled,whenthe breeding-boxesare
Cfull, to travel, heavily laden, entirely through
the breeding boxes, in order to get into the
spare-honey boxes—a difficulty fully obviated
by my improvement.

Whenever 16 1s necessary to reimove old
comb fiom the breeding boxes, a tube, G, (see
IFig 4,)1s inserted in the passage ¢, leading to
the box B to be operated upon, and the bees
can pass out through this tube, but not return
through 1t, and will pass through the passage
¢ into the other box. The plate C is placed
between the two boxes B I, to prevent the
bees from passing {rom one box to the other,
and hence the box with the tube applied to it
will soon be emipty, and can be removed from
the hive and the old comb taken from it.
Either box B may be thus operated upon with-
out the least danger of the person being stung
by the bees.

In case the hive is in danger of being at-
tacked by robbing bees, the entrance f1s closed
by a strip, j, the box I bailed with honey,
and the robbers will pass down through the
tube I into box Ii and be enfrapped. T'his
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box may be detached at any time and the rob- | boxes D, with perforations ¢, entrance f, box

bers destroyed by the fumes of brimstone, to- | E, alighting board «*, tube I', and tube G,
bacco, or other suitable substances. substantially as described, as and for the pur-
Having thus described my invention, I claim | pose specified.
glsltlfw and desire to secure by Letters Pat- : W. H. PIERSON.
The combination and arrangement of the Witnesses:
case A, grooved and perforated partition «, R. N. KiIng,
JESSE JOHNSON,

breeding-boxes B, with perforations b, spare




