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TO0 ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, Onranizs Hasrixgs; of Dowagiac, in the county of Cass, and in the State of Michigan,
have invented certain new and usefyl Improvements in Bee-Hives; and I do hereby declare that the following
is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, and to the:
letters of reference marked thereon, making a part of this specification,

Figure 1 represents g longitudinal vertical section, and

Figure 2 a plan view, with the top or lid of the. hive taken off.

In the annexed drawings, A represents a rectangular box, having a suitable lid or cover, A’. This box ig
formed with an outer and an inner wall, 0/, leaving & dead-ajr space, a, between the two, The' inner wall 0’
‘does not extend quite to the top of box, so as to leave a'suitable ledge for the comb-frames to be suspended -
from. BB represent a series of the comb-frames, which are formed of four rarrow 8trips of plank, the top one
of which is a ligtle wider than the width of the frame, forming projections on each side, whereby the frame is
supported upon the tops of the inner wall, 0/, as before described, This top bar d ig placed edgewise into nar.
row slots in the top of the two side bars, and is bevelled at the lower edge, being provided with a notch, z, in-
its centre at the top, (see fig. 1.) When placed upon the ledge, the top of these frames is fush with the upper
edge of the top. Upon the top of the frames is placed a sheet of paper, G, cloth, or other similar substance, so

asto prevent the bees from building their combs either between the frames, or connecting the combs to the ynder
part of the lid, This feature is one of no little moment in the practical keeping of bees, ag all apiarists will
readily testify to it, being a well-established fact that the bees and frames have to be taken out and cleansed.
oftentimes when building their combs, By this simple device, the bees are compelled ‘to ‘build theijr combg
straight from the frames, It will be seen that these frames do not touch the sides or bottom of the box, and
are placed at suiiable distances from each other, so that one frame can be taken from the hive without disturbing

the others. When the frames are thug suspended, the bees are free to operate in ‘the hive, and can pass and

This hive, being constructed in an economical and practical form, will effectually ac‘c‘émplish the objects
for which it is designed, being provided with sunitable openings for the entrance of the bees and ventilation,

I am aware that bee-hives having dead-air Spaces are known; also that brood-frames have been constructed

What I claim, jg-— .

The combination of the box A with an air-chamber, @, and a series of movable comb-frames, B B, with
recesses ¢ z.  Said frames and recesses are covered with paper, C, or equivalent material, as and for the pur-
Pposes specified, ‘ : : .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I have herounto sot my hand, this 18th day of September, 1867,

CHAS. HASTINGS,

Witnesses:
J. Moxrox McNars,
N. B. Horristes,




