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IMPROVEMENT

IN BEE-HIVES.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

——————— e ———————

To all wihom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Ricrmyoxp PrARSON, of Apple-
ton, in the eounty of Qutagamie, and State of Wis-
consin, have invented a new and usefdd Improvement
in Bee-Hives; and I do hereby declave that the fol-
lowing is.a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will-cnable others skilled in the art to make and
use the sume, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawing, forming part of this specification.

This invention relates to fiprovements in the con-
struction of bee-hives, having for its objecs to provide
a’'simple and cheap method of construction; also, to
‘provide hives better adapted to.protect the hees from
cold than those now in use. .

The invention consists in forming a skeleton-frame,
of wire, shaped like an egg, and suspended from the
under surface of a honey-board, and covered with paper
ina peculiar way, the honey-board being provided with -
transverse strips for the attacliment of the bee-comb,
and with passages through it for the beés to have ac-
cess to boxes above for the honey, all as hereinafter
more fully specified. '

The drawing représeuts, in

Tigure 1, a sectional elevation of my improved hive,
but two thickuesses or layers of paper being shown.

Tigure 2 exhibits ‘a section of the side of the hive
as I propose to form it. The number of layers of
Ppaper may, however, be varied aceording to climate,
location of the hive, with reference to proteeting ob-
Jjects, as buildings, walls, &ec., and circamstances or
canditions.

Figure § shows a strip or layer of paper of the form
T chiefly employ and deem preferable to render the
walls of the live of equal thickness, as well as cause
them to present a more finished or elegant appearance
when the sane is conplete.

A represents the honey-board, which may be of any
suitable size, through whieh I make a large central
hole, preferably of circular form, and front which I
suspend the body B of the bive, so that the mouth
thereof coincides with the said opening.

For connecting the part B, I prefer to spring a hoop,
C, into the said opening, and so arrange it that it will
project at the lower edge below the surface of the
board. E
Here I perforate it at stated distances apart with
holes for attaching the wires I of the part B,

‘These wires constitute the 1ibs or skeleton of:the.
said part, and are bent 5o as to produce the form rep-
resented: in the drawing, similar to that of the nests

built by hornets.

At the bottom they are connected to a small ring,
B, of wire, 50 as to leave a sinall central space for the
passage into and out of the hives. :

These ribs D may be stayed by small wires wound
around them, or interwoven with them, in any suit-
ablé way to hold them at the proper distance apart.

The frame thus construeted is covered with two or
more thicknesses of paper, cut into strips of suitable
form for covering, by connecting, by pasting or other-
wise, to the frame ab the top and bottom only, leaving
the intervening portions loose. .

‘When a sufficient number of layers has been thus
placed, one or more outer layers are put on and pasted
80 a8 to make an air-tight covering. -

The interior of the frame is similarly covered, mak-
ing a fabric of non-heat-conducting material, with air-
spaces between the walls, adapted to retain the heat
in cold weather to a greater extent than any other
fabri¢c known to me.

Across the opening, through the honey-board, I
place triangular bars or strips, I, for the attachiment
of the comb. . '

Above these bars, I
deposit-of the honey. - .

These boxes and the covering for them may be ar-
ranged in any preferred way. }

- A hinged door, H, is provided for the opcning at )
the bottom, so as to Dbe closed by a -cord ot weight.
It is prolonged to form a place for the bees to alight.

This form of thie part B of the hive is best adapted

place honey-boxes, G, for the

- for the bees to expel any intruding insects, as it affords

1o corners or secure places for the.insects to hide, and
the declivity of the suiface, whiclt is all exposed, gives
the intruders but little chance for defeiding themsclves.

“Having thus described my invention, ‘

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— .

1. A bee-hive, formed mainly of the wire skeleton
fiame, covered with paper, arranged to ‘enclose air-
spaces between the interior and exterior air-tight walls,
substantially as specified. i :

2. The part. B of the hive formed of paper strips,
secured at the top and bottom only, to form ‘air-tight -

Jinterior and exterior walls, as specified.

3. The combination, with the part B, of\the honey-

~board, having: the-bars F, and arranged substantially -

as specified. ;
RICHMOND PEARSON.
Witnesses:
Miro Cotrs,
P, WErNTz.




