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 United Stutes

'ERASMUS N. SHEDD, OF THREE 0AKS, MICHIGAN.

“Letters Patent No. ‘95,151,‘datied Septe'mbea; 21, 1869. :

e IMPROVEMENT IN BEE-HIVES.

T AP,

The Schedule réferred to in théss Letters Patent and making part of the same,

e

o ol whom it may concern :

Be.it known that I, Erasmus N. SHEDD, of Three
Oaks, in the county of Berrien,and State of Micbigan,
have invented a new and uséful-Improvement in Bee-

" Hives; and T do lereby declare that the following is
a true and accurate description® théreof, reference ‘be-
~ing had to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of. reference marked thereon, and being a part of
this specifieation. = . ' T ’
 Figure 1 is a perspective view of my hive with the
doors-open. ;. - SR R
Pigure 2 is a vertical section on the line.x , fig. 1.
. Figure-3 is a vertical section on the line y'y, fig. 1.
" Figure 4 is & exoss-section of the sides of the frames.
 Like letters indicate like parts in each figure.
“" The nature of' my inveution relates o an -improved
construction- of bee-hives, and consists in the employ-

‘ment of a sliding-cap, provided  with a central com--

partment for containing the usual cap-boxes, its tloor
being provided with a grated opening for ventilating-
purposes, and:is so arranged, that when the loney-
“boxes are removed from said compartment, the ‘bees
‘mgy be driven therein, and; there retainéd; while-the
cap is slid back, uncovering the hive below; likewise:
. in -the general arrangement -of " its various parts, as
*“hereinafter more fully shown.and set forth. o
it the jdrawings— . o

A vepresents the exter‘ior‘of my hive, provided with |

‘the door A’ on its rear side, in the bottom of which
“door is the opening «, provided with any convenient

. mreans.for-closing the same, for the purposes of clean--}

ing the floor of the hive, and increasing the. facilities
-* ‘for.ventilating.the hive. = . R
‘v biis’the entrance to the liive for the bees. :
- At the tear side of the hive, witliin- the door A’; is
‘pladied a movable glazed frame, B, and within thé hive
“are placed the frames O, resting on inward-projecting
:pins, d.. The sides of these:frames are wider than

“their tops, bevelled to an edge, so that when placed in
position, a groove, ¢, will 'be Jeft between them, as |-

shiown in fig-4.: The purpose in so constructing these
“sides being to separate the frames from "one another,
and prevent the bees, in forming the combs, from at-
taching thef together. . e R
" "'ie -glass .door B, heretofore. veferred to; enables
“the- bee-keeper to watch the ‘formation. of the comb
i)n the lower hive, and observe the condition -of “the
ees. T - i
D iy acap, of greater breadth than the body of the
hive, its sides overhanging and resting ‘upon a shelf,

¢, projecting from each side of the hive, and is held
in position by guides, f; embracing the edges of said
shelves, so that the cap may slide back and uncover
the interior of the hive, as shown in- outline, fig. 3.
The cap is provided with a central compartment, g,
whose partitions form, with the outer side walls of the

1 cap D, two additional compartments, one at eachside,

over the shelves, for-the reception of the cap-boxes It

provided with the usual openings for the ingress of

the bees, and are filled with combs in the dsual man-
ner., o S

The rear of the cap is provided with doors B, for
closing the same, and to give access to the boxes con-
tained in the cap, which boxes are glazed at one end, = -
as shown. . o i .
- The compartment in cap D i further closed with
an interior door. or cover, ¢’ ' '

. W are boxes, provided with openings-in their bot-

tomns, and placed in the central compartment, the bees

‘having access to said boxes through openings ¢ in the

foor of the compartment, from the hive below. -The
floor of said compartmient is further provided with
grated openings, j, in a space left between the boxes,
for the purpose hereinafter described.

“-Mhe ‘operation of honey-making in the lower hive
is-carried on in the nsual manner, as alsoin the boxes
h. When it is desiréd to remove the honey in the’
frames, the boxes I, in the central. compartment, are.
removed, and said compartment closed by the cover
¢. The bees are then driven, by smoke or other
proper-means, into the ‘empty compartment;.and the
openings 4-are closed by any proper slide, the grated

1 openings j affording ventilation to, while it prevents -

the egress of the bees. The cap D is then slid back,
when the frames may he removed without danger of
breaking the comnbs, and the hive ‘refilled with empty
frames, when the- cap, replaced in its proper position, -
the slides removed from the openings 4, and the oper-

- ation of honey-making recominenced.

What T claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— v '
The sliding-cap D, provided with the central com-
partment g, having a grated opening J arranged and
operating substantially as and for tlie purposes speci-
fied. o
ERASMUS N. SHEDD.
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© Witnesses:

. WirniAM H. BREVEE,
Evarox E. SHEDD.




