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D. BURBANK, OF LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY.

Letters Patent No. 96,668, dated November 9, 1309.

e L o

IMPROVEMENT IN BEE-HOUGSE.

+—~{ ¢

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it koown that I, D, BURBANK, of Lexington, in
the county of IFayette, and State of Kentucky, have
invented certain new and useful Impiovements in
Bee-Houses; and I do hereby declare that the follow
ing is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying diawings, mak-
ing part of this specification, and to the lettels of
reference warked thereon, like letters indieating like
patts wherever they oceur.

To enable others skilled in the art to construct and
use nry invention, I will proceed to describe it.

My iuvention 1elates to bee houses; and consists
in constructing and arranging them in a novel man-
ner.

In the diawings—

Figwe 11is a horizontal section on the line y y of
fig. 2; and

Figure 2 is a vertical section on the line z z of
fig. 1.

The object of my invention is to combine, In a
cheap and convenient form, all the advantages of
double hives for winter or summer use, as well as
those of a bee-house, and, at the same time, avold
the disadvantages of the ordinary bee house and double
hives.

While my bee-liouse is specially designed for the
use of what ate known as Langstioth’s movable comb-
hives, it is also suitable for the use of any kind of
hives.

I construct it in 1ectangular form, and out of any
sunitable materials, making it laige enough to cou-
tain four or wote hives, and mount it on posts «.

The sides A, I line with roofing-paper, satulated
with asphaltum, if desired, as shown in red lines i
both hguies, to make them tight and warn.

The floor I make hollow, by the use of an upper
floor I, as seen in fig 2.

The top or 100f I also make Lollow by providing
it with a chamber C, as shown in the same figure.

This 100f I hinge at K, so that it may be tuined
up, in order to obtain convenient access to the intelior
when desited for any pu pose, and also provide it with
a ventilatol, v.

In the centie of the bottom of the house, 1 make
an opening, ¢, which I provide with a slide, If; so ar-
1anged as to admit more o1 less ail, as desited, for the
purposes of ventilation.

Tn the upper floor 1 is a corresponding opening, to
allow the upper passage of the air.

Within this house I place four or more hives, G,
separating them fiom each other, and from the sides
of the Liouse, by an arrangement of strips, H, placed
o short distance from the upper floor, as shown 1n
fig. 2, to allow an air-space below them, and also
provided with an opening, ¢, for the passage of air.

——¢ il r—t

The hives G I antange so that their entrances, A,
may be in different sides of the house, in order that
the young queens, when teturning from thelr flight,
may not enter into the wrong hive.

I constiuet the entrances thnough the sides of the
house, so that they may be kept open or closed, as
desiied. This may be doue in various ways.

One very simple and convenient method is to place
a pin, 4, horizontally, on each side of the opening h,
and on them 1est boards d, provided with thumb-serews

7, or other suitable device, for securely fastening them

over the openings.

'I'hese ean be conveniently 1emoy ed or firmly secured,
as desired.

In one side of the house, and near the top, 1 make
a window, N, providing it with a sliding door or blind,
so that a peison fiom the outside may look into the
house, and may also shut out the light after he has
seen all that he desired.

In otder to secure greater uniformity of tempera-
tare throughout the house, the double tloors and top
may be filled with chaff, shavings, or other light or
sinitable material.

As access can be had to the upper pait of the
house by means of the removable or hinged top G,
or through the window N, it is obvious that boxes
I, can be conveniently placed upon the hives @G, for
storing the surplus honey, and may be as conveniently
1emoved.

A bee-house constructed in this way possesses maiy
advantages.

By means of the opening in the bottom, just such
a quantity of air as is 1equired, having reference 1o
the comfort aud health of the bees, may be ad-
mitted.

This ail, in its passage through the house, will fill
all the air-spaces about the hives, and finally escape
thiough the chamber C and ventilator . While i
the house, it will be warmed more or less by the natmal
warmth of the bees, and in this way will assist in pro-
tecting them fiom the cold in winter.

The chamber O, above, will be found to answer
many useful purposes, besides adding to the protec-
tion of the bees in severe weather, it may be used as
a feeding place for thein, if, at any tiwme, it should
become necessary, and will also seive as a dark cham-
ber, where surplus queens can be kept in nucleus
boxes.

While my bec-liouse possesses these advantages
for wintering bees, it will be found to possess no less
advantages for their summer use, as the double top
and bottom, in connection with its system or ar-
1angement for ventilation, protects the hives against
extreme warm weather, by secuting an even temper-
ature.

Having thus described my invention,



06,668

What I claim, is— the hives G and strips H, with the devices for ven-
1. A bee—-heuse having its sides lined with a water- | tilation, and entrances for the bees, all conafructed
proof material, its floor or bottom double, with an | and arranged substantially as herein ‘described.
opening and slide to admit air for ventﬂabmn ‘and D. BURBANK.,
with its top or roof removable, and provided with a |
chamber and with a Wntﬂator all constructed and Witnesses:
arranged substantially as herein described. C. H. ToMPKINS,
2. In combination with a bee-house thus constructed, T. G. HARKINS.

b
dlihilion, I
RTINS BERSER e, m




