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FABIEN VARIN, OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA.

" IMPROVEMENT IN BEE-HIVES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 120,799, dated November 7, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FABIEN VARIN, of Hunts-
ville, in the county of Madison, and State of Ala-
bama, have invented a new and valuable Im-
provement in Bee-Hive Protectors; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the construction and
operation of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawing making a part of this spec-
ification, and to the letters and figures of reter-
ence marked thereon. ’

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representation of
a vertical longitudinal section of my invention.
Iig. 2 is an under-side view of sliding ribbed
drawer.

This invention has relation to bee-hives; and
consists in the construction and arrangement of
an apparatus to prevent the entrance of moths
and other like injurious insects to the body of
the hive.

This apparatus is to be placed before the en-
trance to the hive, and constitutes a passage for
the bees.

In the accompanying drawing illustrating this
invention, A represents the base of the appara-
tus, which I term a protector, into which is sunk
a trough, B, to hold water. C represents a box
which fits on top of the base A, and is furnished
with an open mouth and with ahinged door, the
latter being marked D, and operated to shut and
close by means of a rod, D/, which projects be-
yond the front of the box 'C. Into said box a

drawer, B, slides. Its bottom is composed of
wires or bars, I, set at some distance apart. An
entrance, j, is provided for the bees, which are
able to pass over these wires. The moths cai-
not do so, and hence must, in the attempt, fall
into the trough beneath, where they will be
drowned. K represents ribs, which prevent the
moths from sealing the sides of the drawer to
escape from the trough. One set of ribs may be
made to slide within the other, so that they may
be taken apart for cleaning, &c. A flange or
ledge, L, projects over the sides of the trough,
as a further security against the escape of moths.
The door B is to be closed when the drawer is
removed and opened when the same is replaced.

I claim as my invention—

1. The bee-hive protector, having the drawer
B, constructed as described, with ribs F and
trough B, substantially as described. '

2. The drawer B constructed in two partsand
furnished with the horizontal shelves K, as and
for the purpose specified.

3. The box C having the hinged door D and
rod D/, in combination with the drawer E, hayv-
ing ribs I, shelves K, and trough B, as and for
the purpose specified.

Intestimony that I claim the above I have here-
unto subseribed my namne in the presence of two
witnesses.

‘Witnesses:

THOS. N. GREEN,
JOHN M. Cross.

FABIEN VARIN.
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