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To whom it may concern: ;

Be it known that I, HARRIET A. FARNAM, of
South Bend, in the county of St. Joseph and
State of Indiana, have invented 2 new and use-
ful Improvement in a Non-Swarming Attach-
ment to Bee-Hives; and Ido declare that the fol-
lowing is a true and accurate description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing and to the letters of reference marked there-
on and being a part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1is a pérspective view of my device.
Fig. 2 is a front elevation, with the queen-trap
removed; and Fig.3 is a perspective view of the
trap-valve.

Similarletters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures. .

.The nature of this invention relates to.a device
to beattached to a bee-hive to prevent the swarm-
ing of the bees therefrom; and it consists, first,
in a peculiar entrance-way, of wire-cloth, so ar-
ranged that while the bees can freely enter the
hive they cannot leave it through the said en-
trance-way, but are compelled to pass through a
separate exit specially provided for them; sec-
ondly, in connection with the exit, a detachable
sheet-metal trap, perforated with numerous holes,
- the “burs” made in punching them being on the
exterior of the trap, said holes being just large
enough to permit the working bees to pass out
while the queen and drones will be retained with-
in it, where a similarly-perforated door in the
back part of the trap is closed, so that the trap
may be detached from the hive, which is then

removed and replaced by an empty one,to which. |

the trap is now attached ; the bees missing their
queen return to the hive which takes the place of
the old one, when the queen is allowed to enter
the hive and thus retain the bees there.

A represents the lower part of the front of a
bee-hive, in which is cut an entrance, B, and exit
C, both of considerable width and arched at the
top. - Surrounding the mouth of the entrance-
opening is a sack-like entrance-way, D, composed
of wire-cloth, and resting on the bottom of the
hive, into which it projects. The wires of this
cloth, at the back end, running parallel with the

®

front of the hive are raveled off a half inch or .
more, and the cloths, upper and lower, wired to-
gether at intervals, forming the elliptic openings
seen at @ in Fig. 2, through which the bees en-
ter the hive, but out through which they cannot
pass, by reason of the projecting ends of the rav-
eled wires. B is a sheet-metal trap-box, hung
on the hooks b, over the exit opening in the hive-
front. The inner end of this trap is open, and
near it is hung, on a shaft, ¢, the valve or door
F, perforated with numerous apertures, d, just
large enough to permit the working bees to pass
out, but not large enough to pass thé queen or
drones, is hung so as to close or open- the en-
trance to the bive, as desired. The outer portion
of the trap is similarly perforated, the perfora-
tions Leing punched from the inner side, so as to
leave the bur on the exterior. Ordinarily the
door F will be kept open, so-as to afford unre-
stricted exit for the bees, which, of necessity,
must pass out through the apertures in the trap.
‘When the bees are swarming, or after they have
left the hive, the queen will be found in the trap,
vainly endeavoring to pass out. I now close the
door F and detach the trap from the hive, which
Iremove and replace on the stand with an empty
hive, on which I place the trap with its inclosed.
queen; the bees, missing the queen, will soon re-
turn to the place where the old hive stood, in
obedience to instinct, and then enter the empty
hive, after which I open the door in the trap and
permit the queen to enter the hive, when the col-
ony is at once domesticated.

Unless some effectual steps were taken to pre-
ventit, that part of the bottom of the hive which
is covered by the entrance-way would afford an
excellent breeding-place for the moths; I there-
fore place on the bottom board, under -the bot-
tom of the entrance-way, a piece of tarred roof-
ing-felt, which effectually accomplishes the ob- .
ject by destroying the germ of the egg, which is
sometimes carried in by the bee, while the odor
emitted by the felt repels the miller from the hive.

The perforations in the door should be so-made-
as to present their burs toward the outer end of
the trap when the door is closed.
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