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UNITED STATES

PATENT" J)FFICE.

CHRISTIAN BEARD, OF WAYNESBOROUGH, VIRGINIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BEE-HIVES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 122,697, dated J anuary 16, 1872.

To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, CHRISTIAN BEARD, of
Waynesborough, in the county of Augustaand
State. of Virginia, have invented a new and
valuable Improvement in Bee-Hives; and 1 do
b ereby declare thatthe followingis a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the construetion and
operation of the same, reference being had to
the annexed drawing making a part of this
specification, and to the letters and figures of
reference marked thereon. '

Figure 1 of the drawing is a representation
of acentral verticalsection of my bee-hive. Fig.
2 is a front viéew.

This invention has relation to an improve-
ment in bee-hives; and consists in the novel
construction of devices to rid the hives of
drones and other obnoxious and injurious in-
sects. :

In the accompanying drawing, A represents
a hive; B, a low space under one side for the
admission of the bees; C, small spouts pro-
jecting from the lower part of the hive and in-
tended for the eseape of drones and other in-
sects. These tubes are open.at the ends and
formed with longitudinal slots, D, to admit the
light which attracts the drones and induces
them topass out. Thedrones willnotreturnto

the hive through these tubes and cannot pass
underthe side space, whichis only large enough
to admit the honey-bees. This hiveis divided

into an upper and a lower apartment, marked,
respectively, E and . They are separated by
a false bottom, G, resting on small strips H.
The lower portion of the hive is for the bees
to work in and make honey and comb for their
own use. When desired the false bottom G
may be taken out, allowing the bees to have
access to the upper apartment. The honey
made in this department may be removed for
use. Inwinterthe falselid may beremoved and
feed placed on top of the strips H to sustain
the bees when thereis danger of their starving.
If the feed be put in the lower part of the hiveé
stranger bees will attempt to robit. . The strips
H are designed as substitutes for the ordinary
comb-frames, being much simpler. They are
supported at their ends by cleats, notehed and
attached to the sides of the hive.

T claim as my invention—

The inclined spouts C, constructed with open
ends and longitudinal slots or openings D along
their apper sides, and arranged in the manner
and for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereuntosubscribed myname inthepresenceof
two witnesses.

CHRISTIAN BEARD.

‘Witnesses:
FREDERIC DORSEY DELLINGER,
JOHN SUMMERFIELD MYERS.
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