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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

HENRY ALLEY, OF WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVE_MENT‘IN BEE-HIVES.

. Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 128,005, dated June 18, 1872.

" SPECIFICATION.

To all whom it may concern:

.Be it known that I, HENRY ALLEY, of
‘Wenham, in the county of Essex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
Improved Bee-Hive; and I do-hereby declare
that the following is a full and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing and to the letters of
reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to that class of bee-
hives which is provided with a central brood-
chamber having honey-boxes on each side
thereof; and consists of certain details of con-
struction, which will be fully described here-
inafter. .

In the drawing, Figure 1 represents a per-

" spective view of the bee-hive complete, a por-
tion of the exterior being broken away to show
the interior of the hive. Fig. 2 represents a
side elevation of the brood-chamber with a
portion of the removable side broken away to
show the comb-frame; and Fig. 3 represents
a plan view of the base-board on a reduced
scale. '

A, Fig. 3, represents the base-board, which
is provided with a central recess formed by
the boards @ « upon each side, and strips ¢/
«' upon the ends, as shown. The boards and
strips are so arranged upon the base-board
as to form upon the edge a rabbet, x, for the
reception of the lower division B of the case,
by which means a tight joint is inade between
the two. The case is made in two divisions,
B C, the lower of which is provided with an

" opening, b, protected by the porch ¥’,as shown.
The upper division C is united to the lower
by a rabbet-joint, and is furnished with a roof,
¢, as shown. D, Fig. 2, represents the brood-
chamber, consisting of the solid ends d &',
(one of which, however, may be formed of glass
to permit observations when desired,) which
ends are united by cross-bars upon each side
at top and bottom, so that the sides are left
open and the top and bottom also. This cham-
ber rests in the recess in the base-board, and
its front end is provided with an opening cor-
responding with the opening in the outer case
for the reception of the bees. The upper part
of the brood-chamber is adapted to receive
and hold the bars of the comb-frames, the
latter being made removable,. and being ar-
ranged in the usual well-.known manner. E

“represents side-boards adapted, by means of

cross-bars at each end, to be connected to the
brood-chamber, as shown. These sides are
provided with suitable openings to permit the
bees to pass readily from the brood-chamber
to the honey-boxes. I represents a cover,
which, when in position, rests on_the brood-
chamber and incloses the same. G represents
the honey-boxes, which are’ simply narrow
boxes, preferably provided with removable
glass sides, and having at one end an open-
ing adapted to communicate, when the box is
in place, with one of the openings in the side-
boards of the brood-chamber. These boxes
are arranged in series, one above the other,
the number dependinig upon the size of the

‘hive.

It will be observed that all, or nearly all,
the parts are removable from each other and
independent, to a certain extent, of each other
—that is, the hive may be opened by remov-
ing the upper division, and the honey-boxes
may.beremoved without disturbing the brood-
chamber containing the comb-frames, or any
of the comb-frames may be removed without
disturbing the honey-boxes. If desired, also,
the entire brood-chamber may be readily re-
moved.

‘When all the parts are in place the bees
can pass readily from the entrance in beneath
the comb-frames, freely through the brood-
chamber, and out into the honey-boxes at will.

. By means of the movable cover and sides
the bees may be protected in winter by the
addition of woolen or other suitable covering.

The hive, as a whole, is exceedingly simple
in its construction, and it possesses marked
advantages in its practical workings.

I do not claim to have invented a central
brood-chamber with communicating honey-
boxes on each side, for this feature I know is
old; but

Having thus fally described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the removable brood-
chamber, the removable sides, and the honey-
boxes G, the sides being provided with orifices
adapted to communicate with the openings in
the honey-boxes, as described. _

This specification signed and witnessed this
14th day of September, 1871,

‘Witnesses: HENRY ALLEY.

JosePH P. LOVERING,
PHEBE F. LOVERING.



