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Specification describing a Bee-Hive, invent-
ed by W, H.RoBERTS, of Campbell’s Station,
in the county of Knox and State of Tennessee.

My invention relates to an improved moth-
miller trap ; and consists in the arrangement
of passages in the front and base of the hive,
as hereinafter described.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the base and lower portion of a hive
provided with my improvements, and TFigs, 2
and 3 cross-sections of the same on the lines
x and vy, respectively.

A indicates the body or box portion of the
hive, which I propose to construct and pro-
vide with comb-frames after the most approved
mode. B is the base portion of the hive, on
which the box A is securedin theusual or any
preferred way. The true bee-entrance a is
represented closed by a vertical slide, b An
opening, ¢, is made in the base-board C of the
hive at the entrance, and a tin plate, e, is se-
cured in such a manner as to cover it, but
raised at its front edge to allow the light to
enter. Thus, if the moth-miller attempts to
enter the hive by the main entrance, the light
through the hole ¢ attracts it and it passes
down intothe drawer D. Two side entrances,
Jf, are provided, and elosed by slides g g, (one
of which is shown open.) By this arrange-
ment, if the millerapproaches the bee-entrance
from one side it will find its way into the
drawer by way of these passages ff.

To entrap the miller when approaching the
entrance by descending the front side of the
hive, I form a semicircular groove, k, over said

entrance and arrange the plate ¢ to form one .

side or wall thereof, "When the miller, in its

descent, reaches this groove it followsit down |

into thepassages f.fand thenceintothedrawer,
as before. I employ a perforated plate or wire
screen (not shown)to cover an opening in the
center of the bottom board of the hive, and
thus allow the droppings or other filth of the
hive to accumulate in the drawer. Inthisthe
miller will lay its eggs, which, being done, it
naturally seeks to escape. Owing to the fact
that the openings ¢ and f fin the bottom board
are made narrow and long instead of round,
as usual heretofore, the admission of light is
not sufficient to attract the miller in that di-
rection., The openingin thefrontof the drawer
D is provided with a perforated plate or wire
screen and a box, E, having-a rear entrance
formed by inclined plates %, and open on its
front side, is placed in the drawer contiguous
to said plate. The moth, finding its way into
the body of the drawer, will be attracted by
the light and enter the box E, thus becoming
entrapped.- ' :

To destroy or kill the millers thus caught,
it is only necessary to applya flame to the per-
forated plate, and then lift up or remove the
prison-box itself, when they may be instantly
ejected by turning it upside-down, the front
side, as above remarked, being open for the
purpose. Thus it is not necessary to remove
a whole drawer, as in the case of other analo-
gous miller-traps.

‘What I claim, is—

The arrangement of the passages f f and
groove k with the main entrance, as set forth.

WM. H. ROBERTS,

‘Witnesses:
JoHN A. ROBERTS,
ZEPHANIAH DAVIS,



