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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY SANFORD GID-
EON, of Crescent City, in the county of Potta-
wattamie and State of Iowa, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Bee-
Hives, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 isa front elevation of my improved
bee-hive. 'Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the

" same, part being broken away. Fig. 3 isa
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sectional side elevation of the same, taken
through the line » #, Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a sec-
tional front elevation of the same, taken
through the line y y, Fig. 3. Tig. b is a sec-
tional plan view of the same, taken through
the broken line z 2, Fig. 8. '

The object of this invention is to promote
convenience in the care of bees.

The invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as herein-
after fully described, and pointed out in the
claim. ‘

A represents the main hive, the top B of

which is hinged to the upper edge of the front’

of the hive A, and is secured in place when
closed by a hook, C, pivoted to the back of
the hive, and hooking into an eye attached to
the said top B.

The back D of the hive is made in two parts
hinged to each other, so that access can be had
tothe brood-chamber by swinging up the lower
part of the said back, and to the space above
the brood-chamber by swinging down the up-
per part. The back D is secured in place at
its top by the hook C, at its bottom by the
hook E, hinged to the foot-board F', and hook-
ing into an eye attached to thesaid back, and
at its sides by the buttons G, pivoted to the
edges of the sides of the main hive A. An
opening is formed in the lower parb of the
back D, which is closed by a glass plate, H,
and covered by a door, I, hinged at-its upper
edge to the said back.

One of the sides of the main hive A is sta-
tionary, and the other side, J, is hinged at its
forward edge to the edge of the front of the
said main hive, and is secured in place at its
rear edge by a hook, K, pivoted to it and

hooking into .an eye attached to the foot-
board F. S

L are the side boxes or chambers which are
hinged at the inner edges of their fronts to
the forward edges of the sides of the main
hive A, as shown in Tigs. 1 and 5. The tops
of the boxes L incline downward from the up-
per part of the main hive A, as shown in
Figs. 1,2, and 4. The boxes L are secured in
place when closed by hooks M, pivoted to
their backs, and which hook into eyes at-
tached to the rear edges of the sides of the
main hive A. '

The bottoms N O-of the main hive A and
side boxes, L, incline downward toward the
frotit, and their forward parts project to serve
as platforms for the bees to alight upon and
take flight from.

In the lower edges of the fronts of the main
hive A and the side boxes, L, are formed
openings P Q, for the passage of the bees,
which are closed by the pivoted gates B 8.

In the middle part of the front of the main
hive A are formed openings T for the passage
of the bees into and out of the upper part of
the brood-chamber, which openings are closed
by pivoted gates U.

To the frent of the main hive just below
the openings T is attached a ledge, V, for the
bees to alight upon and take flight from.

In the sides of the main hive A. are formed

openings W for the passage of the bees back .

and forth between the main hive A and the
side boxes, L, which openings are closed by
pivoted gates X. .

Y are the comb-frames, which are all made
of the same size, so that they can be changed
between the main hive A and the side boxes,
1L, as may be desired or convenient. The mid-
die parts of the sides of the top bars of the
frames Y are cub away, as indicated in Fig.
3, so that the bees can pass up and down freely
between the said bars,

The forward ends of the top bars of the
comb-frames Y rest upon cleats Z, attached
to the fronts of the main hive A and side
boxes, L, and the lower ends of the rear bars
of the said frames rest upon the higher parts
of the floors N O.

‘When the bees are first put into the hive,
all the entrances should be closed, except the
front entrances of the main hive,which areleft
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