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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

JOHN ABSOLEM COALTER, OF WOLF CREEK, WEST VIRGINIA.

BEE-HIVE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 324,657, dated August 18, 1885,

Application filed December 10, 1834,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN A. COALTER, a
citizen of the United Staies, and a resident of
‘Wolf Creek, in the county of Monroe and
State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and unseful Improvements in Bee-Hives;
and I do hercby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
ventlon which will enable othersskilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying - drawings, which form a part of this
gpecification, and in which—

TFigure 1 is a front view of my improved
bee-hive with the doors of the same.open.
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the same,
taken on the line # zin Fig. 1. Fig.31is a
vertical transverse sectional view taken on
the line y yin Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail view
in perspective of the lower detachable main
frame, with the brood-framessupported there-
in; and Tig. 5 is a horizontal transverse sec-
tional view taken through the upper portion
of the hive.

The same letters refer to the same parts in
all the figures.

This invention relates to bee-hives; and it
has for its object to provide a device of this
class which shall possess superior advantages
in point of simplicity, durability, inexpensive-
ness, adaptability, and general efficiency.

With these ends in view the invention con-
sists in the improved construction and ar-
rangement of parts which will be hereinafter
fully described, and partleul'ulv pointed out
in the claim.

In the drawings hereto annexed, A desig-
nates the hive-box, which may be of any suit-
able dimensions, and preferably proportioned
substantially as in the drawings hereto an-
nexed, by reference to which it will be seen
that its height is about twice the width and
depth. The top of the hive-box slants down-
ward toward the rear edge, and is provided
at the said rear edge with a hinged cover, B.
The latter is provided with channels or pas-
sages C C, extending inward from its edges,
and from the inner ends of which openings D
extend downward through the inside of the
cover, which is provided with pivoted plates

(No model)

B E, having at one end perforations I, which
may be turned under the said openings, soas
to provide for proper ventilation without
danger of wind or water entering the hive
through said ventilating-openings.

The front side of the hive is provided with

doors G and H, hinged to one of the sidesand -

corresponding. w ith compartments G’ and H’,
formed by a transverse horizontal p'utlbmn
board,T. The latter is provided with aseries
of lononudmal slots or openings, J J, two of
which are adjoining the sides or edges of the
hive, and all of which are provided with slides
K, by means of which they may be closed when
required. The lower edge of the upper door,
G, overlaps the upper edge of the lower door,
H, so as to form a close and tight joint, through
which no moisture will be admitted into the
hive. The doors G and H are made fast when
closed by means of suitable hooks andeyes, as
is the top cover, B.

The bottom L of the hlve igplaced inaslant-
ing position toward the front, for the double
purpose of preventing anyy v%er whichshould
find access to the hive in any manner from
remaining in the hive, and of enabling the bees
to rid the hive of dead bees or any other im-
purities.

The lower edge of the door H is provided
with the bee-entrance M, over whlch is fitted
a slide, N, by means of which it may beclosed,
when desn‘ed or thesaidslide may be 1etfuned
in a raised or open position, when desired, by

means of a suitable hook, O, engaging an eye

or staple, P, in the upper edge of the said
slide.

The upper compar tment G/, of the hiveis
provided afi its upper front ‘Llld rear edges
with transverse slats Q Q, having notches or
gains R R, in which are supported the honey-
frames 8 8. The front of this compartmentis
covered by a permanent glass, T, and another
glass, U, rests removably on top of thehoney-
fmmes, in order to enable the working of the
colony to be conveniently inspected, “and at
the same time afford access to the honey-
frames, which may be readily removed when
the slots inthe transverse partition are closed.

In the lower compartment, H’, of the hive
is aremovable frame consisting of four upright
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