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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that T, Nwrr.soN O. PETRIE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cherry
Yalley, in the county of Ashtabula and State
of Ohio,have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Bee-Swarmers; andIdohere-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable othersskilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improved attachment
for bee-hives, intended especially for the pur-
pose of directing a swarm of bees into an
empty hive; and it consists in certain novel
features, which will be hereinafter pointed
out.

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1isa
perspective view of myimproved attachment
In its operative position. Fig.2isalongitudi-
nal section of the attachment on the line zxof
Fig. 1, looking toward the hiyes.

Referring to the drawings by letters, A A
designate the hives of the usual or any pre-
ferred construction, and B is my improved at-
tachment hung on the hives by the hooks C C,
which are secured in the upper side of the at-
tachment and engage the hives in any desired
manner. The said attachment consists pri-
marily of an elongated box D, having the open-
Ings K in its ends and the deflecting cages or
guideways F leading longitudinally from the
sald opeunings. These deflecting cages or
guideways are composed of perforated sheet
metal or other similar suitable material, the
perforations being of such a size as to permit
the workers to pass readily therethrough, but
topreventthe passage and escapeof the drones
and the queen. The guideways or deflecting
cages are entirely open on the side facing the
hives, so that the bees can freely enter the
said guideways and will be by them directed
into my attachment. They are also open on
the bottom so as to effect an economy of ma-
terlal. As the open bottom will generally be
covered by the ledge in front of the hives the
bees will be prevented from passing there-
through. The front and rear sides of the box
D areleft open and covered by wire-screenin g,
5o that the passage of the bees through the at-
tachment or their movement within the same
can be observed. In the upper

box 1 provide a trap-door or cover G, which is

—

similar in its construction to the guideways,
so thatthe workers can pass through the same,
but the escape of the drones and the queen
will be prevented. This trap-door or coveris
held in its closed position by the button I, as
| clearly shown, and within the box, at about
the center of the same, I provide the swinging
partition J, which is turned upward to the
trap-door G, to adapt the attachment for use
as a double drone trap. On the front side of
the box at the ends of the same I provide the
doors K, which are held in their raised closed
position by the hooks or latehes L, mounted
on the top of the box, as shown, and within
the box adjacent to the said doors I provide
or arrange the removable tubes M, which are
formed of sereen-cloth, preferably, and are
substantially conicalin shape. The apexesof
the tubes are open, and their bases are se-
cured to the blocks N, having centrally-flared
openings, as shown. These blocks and tubes
can be removed and reversed through the
doors K, as will be readily understood.

The construction and arrangement of the
several parts of my device being thus made
known, the manner of using the same will be
readily understood.

The device is hung upon the hives in the
l manner shown in Fig. 1, with the open sides

of the guideways toward the hives. If the
| wire tubes M be arranged so that they both
| pointin the same direction, the device will be
arranged to direct the swarm into the empty
| hive. If the said tubes be arranged so as to
point toward each other, the device will be ar-
ranged as a drone-trap,the drones being per-
mitted to pass toward the center of the box,
| but prevented from passing from the same.
My improved attachment is extremely sim-
ple in its construction, and its advantagesare
thought to be obvious from the foregoing de-
scription, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, without further de-
tailed reference thereto. .
l Having thus deseribed my invention, whatI
claim, and desire to secure by Letiers Patent,
18—

1. The combination of the box having the
perforated sides, and having at its top the
cover formed with the series of openings

side of the | adapted to permit of the passage through them

of the workers, but prevent the passage of the
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drones and queen, the horizontally-disposed | forated guideways leading from the end open-
conical tubes removably fitted within the box, | ings to the mouths of the hives, conical tubes
and having their apexes pointed in the same | removably fitted in the box,and a vertically-
direction, and perforated guideways having | swinging partition within the box, as set forth.

g each an open side and leading from the ends In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein 15
of the box to the mouths of the hives, sub- | presence of two witnegses.

r

stantially as set forth. NELSON C. PETRIE.
2. Thecombinationofaboxhavingopenings Witnesses:
in its ends, a perforated trap-door in its top, ARTHUR BENJAMIN,

10 and provided with perforated sides, the per- | MAcCK 1IALL.




