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- UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN R. WILHELM, OF ADDISON, NEW YORK.

BEE-HIVE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 457,550, dated August 11, 1891,

Application filed March 6, 1890,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEX R. WILHELM, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ad-
dison, in the county of Steuben and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Bee-Hives, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
bee-hives,

The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive bee-hive,
adapted to be readily and thoroughly exam-
ined and eapable of having its honey-sections
readily removed and replaced without liabil-
ity of injuring the honey or disturbing the
other sections or the bees. '

A further object of the invention is to pro-
videa bee-hive from which the honey-sections
for holding the honey for commercial use may
be simultaneously removed and replaced by
another set of sections.

The invention consists in the construetion
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, hereinafter fully desecribed, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is arear perspec-
tive view of a bee-hive constructed in accord-
ance with the invention, the wooden and glass
door being open and one of the brood-frames
being slightly withdrawn. Tig. 2 is a plan
view, the cover and removable crate for hold-
ing the honey-sections being removed. Fig.
3 is a vertical sectional view on the line x «
of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view
of the removable crate partially filled with
honey-sections. Fig. 5 is a detail view of the
cross-strip which spaces the lower ends of the
brood-frames and prevents the latter from
striking together and injuring the honey
while being inserted in and withdrawn from
the hive. Fig. 6 is a defail view of one of the
strips, showing the openings.. Fig. 7 isa rear
elevation of the hive, the doors being open, as
shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates the body, which is constructed of
a suitable material, and consists of the sides 2,
3, and 4 and the bottom 5, which is arranged
slightly above the lower edges of the sides.
The rear of the body is provided with a glass
door 6, that shuts within it, and a wooden door

Serial Na 342,834, (No model.)

7, that lies flush when closed with the rear
edges of the sides 2 and 4, and is secured in
its closed position by hooks and eyes. The

front side of the hive-body is provided with

an aligning-board 8 and an opening 9, that is
closed by a sliding door 10. The body is cov-
ered by aremovable cover 11, that fits over the
sides and is secured in place by hooks and
eyes. The front of the body is provided on
its inner face near the upper edge with a cleat
12, and the body is further provided on its
inner opposite side with a eross-bar 13, whose
lower edge is arranged slightly above the up-
per edge of the cleat 12, and the body.is fur-
ther provided with a series of strips 14, that
are secured to the upper face of the cleat 12
and to the lower face of the bar 13, and they
are arranged horizontally in the same plane
and at intervals to provide spaces 15 between
them to receive heavy studs 16, that may con-
sist of the heads of large screws and that pro-
jeet from the upper bars of the brood-frames
17, that are adapted to be inserted separately
through the open side, and the heavy studs
are slipped in the space between the strips
and engage the upper edges of the stripsand
thereby suspend the brood-frames 17 there-
from.

Each brood-frame is preferably provided
with two studs that are arranged a short dis-
tance from the ends of the brood-frame,-and
the latter fits closely against the bottoms of
the stripsand closes the spaces between them
and thus prevents bees ascending to the up-
per chamber 18 through the spaces 15; but
in order to provide passages whereby the bees
may ascend to the upper chamber, in which
is placed a trayor crate 19 to hold the honey-
sections for receiving the honey for commer-
cial purposes after the bees have filled the
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lower brood -frames, the strips 14 are pro- -

vided,each of which has a series of openings-

20. The strips 21, which lie adjacent to the

sides 2 and 4 of the hive-body, are provided:

with longitudinai recesses 22 to permit the
bees to find ready access to the upper cham-
ber at thesides,which-isadvantageous.  ‘The
lower ends of the frames are separated by a
series of staples 23, that are arranged in a
strip 24,that extendsaecross the bottom of the
hive on the inside within a short distance
from its rear side and also provides a stop
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for the glass door 6. - The cross-strip is pref-
erably provided with the series of staples
that are interposed between the bottom of
thebrood-frames. Itwill readilybe seen that
the frames can be removed from the hive-
body and inserted therein separately and
without liability of injuring the honey there-
in, which is exceedingly advantageouns. Itis
also often desirable to remove the frames and
change them from one hive toanotherin cases
where the swarms of bees have unequal
amounts of honey, and there is a great scar-
cityin some hives and consequent liability of
thebeesdying. By thisconstruction thehoney
can be equally distributed without disturbing
the bees, and enables the latter to be given
more care.

. In thechamber 18, between the upper edges
of the body and the strips 14, is placed a
crate 19, which is arranged horizontally in
the hive-body and conforms to the configu-
ratlion of the latter and consists of the four
sides 25 and a series of parallel partitions 26,
that divide the space inclosed by the sides
into compartments 27, that are designed to
receive a series of honey-sections 28, that are
adapted for the reception of the honey that
is gathered for ecommercial purposes.
bottom of the crate is provided with strips
29, that are arranged -at right angles to the
partitions and support the edges or adjacent
ends of the honey-sections 28 and also pro-
vide a bottom for the crate. The sidesof the
crate which lie adjacent to the strips 21 are
provided with series of curved recesses 30,
that permit accessof thebees from the brood-
chamber to the crate, and thLe parallel parti-
tions 29 are provided with similar recesses 31
‘to enable the bees to pass to different sec-
tions. By this construction an entire set of
honey-sections can be readily removed and a
new setcan beplaced in the chamber 18 with-
outnecessitating the usual inconvenience and
delay of removing the honey-sections sepa-
rately. ‘

The brood-frames are arranged edgewise to
the glass door in convenient position to per-
mit readyand thorough examination thereof,
and by the entrance and exitopening for the
bees opposite the glass door sufficient light
can be obtained to illuminate the interior of
the hive for inspection purposes. The bot-
tom bars of the brood-frames are arranged a
short distance above the cross-strip that is
provided with separating staples for spacing
the brood-frames, and there is no contacting
surface and there islittle liability of the bees
building beyond the frames and causing the
same to stick, and the frames even in case of
slight sticking can be readily separated by a
slight lateral movement of the lower ends of
the frames,which the arrangement of the parts
permit, as the staples do not fit jam against
the frames.

- My invention has special advantages over
the common style of bee-hives in which the
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honey-sections are dropped separately into
the top of the hive. In my hive all of the
honey-sections containing honey for com-
mercial use are combined in a crate, so that
they can be all removed at the same time and
their place supplied by another crate having
empty sections. The sliding brood-frames
are intended for the support of the bees in
winter, and they are ordinarily not intended
to be emptied, execept when they are found to
be tainted with worms. These brood-frames
can be drawn out singly for inspection pur-
poses without disturbing the bees very much.
The location of the glass door enables the bee
culturist to keep a sharp lookout for the pres-
ence of worms and to note the general con-
dition of the bees.

In practice the bees first fill up the brood-
frames and then ascend to the erate having
the honey-sections.
me that this plan of notdisturbing the brood-
frames and allowing them to remain fuall has
great merit over the common plan of entirely
stripping the hive of its contents.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim is—

1. In a bee-hive, the combination of the
body provided a short distance from its top
with a series of strips having openings and
arranged at intervals, whereby spaces are
formed between them, and the brood-frames
suspended from the strips and closing the
spaces and provided with headed studs ar-
ranged in the spaces and engaging the strips,
substantially as desecribed.

2. In a bee-hive, the combination of the
body provided a short distance from its top
with strips 14, having openings 20 and ar-
ranged atintervals,whereby spacesareformed
between them, the strip 21, arranged adjacent
to the sides of the body and provided with
longitudinal recesses 22, and the brood-frames
provided with headed studs and suspended
from the strips and closing the spaces between
the latter, substantially as described.

3. The combination of the body provided a
short distance from its top with strips 14, ar-
ranged at intervals and having openings 20,
the brood-frames provided with headed studs
engaging the strips, and the cross-pieces ar-
ranged at the bottom of the body and provided
with staples interposed between the brood-
frames and spacing the same, substantially as
described.

4, In a bee-hive, the combination of the
body provided with strips 14, arranged at in-
tervals and having openings 20, the strips 21,
arranged adjacent to the sides of the body
and provided with longitudinal recesses ex-
tending along the said sides, the brood-frames
having headed studs and suspended from the

'strips and closing the spaces between the

strips, and the crate havingthe recessed sides
and recessed partitions and carrying the
honey-sections and arranged on the strips,
substantially as described.
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5. In" a bee-hive, the combination of the
body provided with strips arranged at inter-
vals and having openings, the strips 21, ar-
ranged at the sides and provided with longi-
tudinalrecesses extending along the sides, the
brood-frames having headed studs and sus-
pended from the stripsand closing the spaces,
and the erate carrying the honey-sections and
having parallel partitions 26 and the bottom

1o strips 29, arranged at right angles to the par-

titions, said crate beifig piovided with re¢ésses
30 and 31, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN R. WILHELM.

Witnesses:
J. H. SIGGERS,
R. J. MARSHALL.




