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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GRANVILLE H. AsH-
‘WORTH, of Sedalia, in the county of Pettis and
State of Missouri, have invented a new and
usefulImprovement in Bee-Escapes for Hives,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates generally to bee-
hives, and more particularly to an improved
escape, whereby the bees arealiowed to escape
from the storing - chamber into the brood-
chamber, thereby permitting the storing-
chamber to be removed from the hive and the
honey extracted.

The object of my invention is to construct
an escape by which a number of bees can pass
out at one time, and one which will prevent
their return to the storing-chamber.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in the peculiar construction of the
details and the novel combinations of the va-
rious parts, all of which will be fully de-
seribed and claimed,

Inthedrawings forminga part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a vertical section of my
improved hive, partly in elevation, showing
the manner of arranging the escape in the

‘board between the brood and storage cham-

bers. TFig. 2isa cross-section on the line 2 2,

- Fig. 3. Tig. 3 is a top plan view of the case

30

35

40

45

50

arranged within the opening in the board, a

portion of said case and board being broken

away to show the pendent fingers in the es-
cape. Iig. 4 is a perspective view of the es-
cape detached; and Fig. 5 is a detail view of
a part of the board, a portion being broken
away to show the shape of the opening.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
hive composed of a brood-chamber B and a
storing-chamber B’, said storing-chamber be-
ing arranged to receive one or more supers or
being of any other suitable construction, said
storing- chamber being removable from the
brood-chamber. Thehive as thusconstructed
is similar to an ordinary hive. Whenitisde-
sired to remove the honey from the storing-
chamber and it is necessary to have the bees
escape therefrom into the brood-chamber, I
employ a board A, which is inserted between
the brood and storing chambers, said board
having a central opening A’, in which is se-
cured my improved bee-escape K. One end

of the opening A’ is beveled or cut away upon:

the upper face of the board, as at C, whileat
the opposite end of the opening the board is
formed with a beveled or undercut portion D
upon the under side of the same.

The escape E consists of a case or tube e,
rectangular in cross-section, said case or tube
being of the same depth as the board A and
of a length tofittheopening A’. The bottom
or lower side of the case is longer than the
top or upper side, the projecting sides of the
case sloping, as clearly shown. The top or
upper side of the case e projects beyond the
sides of the same, whereby the escape is se-
cured to the board A within the opening A’,
the sloping sides adjacent to the beveled end
C making an enlarged -entrance to the case,
while the opposite sloping ends rest parallel
with the undercut portion D. A transverse
rod or bar F isarranged at theend of the case
adjacent to the undercut portion D, said bar
being secured near the top or upper side of
the case, and loosely attached to said bar is
a series of pendent guard-fingers F’, the free
ends of said fingers resting lightly upon the
bottom or lowerside of the case, whereby they
can be easily raised by a bee to permit its
passage from the storing to the brood cham-
ber, but will prevent a passage from the
brood to the storing chamber.

From the above it will be readily under-
stood that when it is desired to have the bees
escape from the storing-chamber the board A,
carrying myimproved escape E,isinserted be-
tween the storing and brood chambers. The
bees thus descending from the storing-cham-
ber will reach the board A, and thence be
guided down the incline € to the escape
through the case ¢,and,lifting the guard-fin-
gers F’, pass on down into the brood-chamber.
Itwill also benoticed thatanumberof bees can
make their escape simultaneously in distine-
tion to those escapes which permit only one
bee to escape, and by means of my pendent
or gravity guard-fingers it is impossible for a
single bee to pass back into the storing-cham-
ber or become fastened in its exit and thus
closing the escape.

By means of my improved device the stor-
ing-chamber can be cleared of bees in a very
short while. After the honey has been re-
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moved and the storing-chamber replaced the
board A and escape K are withdrawn, allow-
ing theusual operationsof the hive to proceed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new is—

1. The ecombination, with a board having
an opening therein and provided with the
beveled end C and andercut end D, of the
escape arranged in said opening, said escape
consisting of a case or tube open at the end
adjacent to the end C aud provided with a
series of pendent guard-fingers at the end ad-
jacent to the end D, substantially as shown
and described.

2. The combination, with a board having
an opening provided with the beveled ends
C and D, of the escape arranged in said open-
ing and counsisting of a case or tube having
sloping ends, the top of which case projects
transversely beyond the sides of thesame, the
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transverse barsecured between the sides near
one end of the case or tube, and the pendent
guard-fingers loosely attached to said bar and
adapted to rest normally upon the bottomn of
the case,substantially as shown and described.

3. As an improved article of manufacture,
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an escape comprising a case or tube, the top -

of which projects transversely beyond the
sides of the same, said sides having sloping

ends, the transverse bar arranged at one end

of case near the top of the same, and a series
of pendent guard-fingers loosely attached to
said bar and resting upon the bottom of the
case, substantially as and for the purpose de-
seribed.

GRANVILLE II. ASOIWORTIIL.
Witnesses: :
Heuy D. BOULLT,
JACOB NUSSBERGER.
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