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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WESLEY DIBBLE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Middle-
burg, in the county of Schoharie and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Bee-Swarmers, of which the
following is a specification.

The invention relates to Improvements in
bee-swarmers.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of hives and enable
the same to be safely left unattended for a
considerable time.

A further object of the invention is to con-

duct the queen-bee safely from the home hive |

to an adjacent empty one when the bees are
ready to swarm.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
In the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a bee-swarmer construected in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal sectional view on line 2 2 of Fig.
5. Kig. 3 is a vertieal sectional view on line
y y of Fig. 1, looking toward the front of the
hive. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view on
line z z of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is a detail perspec-
tive view of a modification of tubular con-
ductor.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
and 2 designate a pair of hives arranged ad-
jacent to each other and each consisting of
four vertical walls detachably secured by
hooks and eyes 3 and 4 to a bottom board or
base 5 and provided with a removable cover
6, which forms the top of the hive. The bot-
tom board or base is provided along its side
edges with strips 7, which form flanges and
elevate the body 8 of the hive and forms a bee
opening or entrance 9 at one end of each hive.
The bottom boards are provided at the other
ends of the hives with end strips 10, which
connect the side strips 7 and close the hives
at that end. The hive-bodies 8 have their
end walls provided at their tops with recesses
11,which areadapted to support brood frames
12 and toreceive the extended ends of the top
pieces 13. The side pieces 14 are suiliciently
wide to form spaces between the top and bot-

| tom pieces of the brood-frames, and the said

side pieces 14 fit closely together and prevent
the brood-frames slipping or shifting their
positions.

The home hive 2 is provided with a perfo-
rated bottom 15, which consists of a plate and
1s arranged just above the bee opening or en-
trance 9 and is provided with openings 10,
sufficiently large to permit the passage of the
bees, but small enough to prevent the queen-
bee passing through them. When the bees
are ready to swarm, they pass through the
openings of the bottom and then pass out of
the hive through the bee-opening 9. When
the beeshaveleftthehomehiveandthe queen-
bee finds herself confined, she endeavors 'to
escape, and 1n doing so she passes through a
tubular conductor 17 into the adjacent empty
hive 1. The tubular conductor has its ends
fitted in openings 18, which are arranged Op-
posite each other in the adjacent inner side
walls of the hives and which are closed when
the tubular conductor is not in use by slides
19, arranged in gnides 20 on the outer faces
of the side walls. The tubular conductor is
reversible and detachable or removable and
1s provided with a contracted end 21, which
atter the queen-bee has passed through pre-
vents her return, and the said tubular con-
ductor is provided with light openings 22,
which may be of sufficient size to enable the
other bees to pass through and permit the es-
cape of a bee should it get into the conduector,
or use that as an exit. Tubular conductors
17 may be constructed of any desirable ma-
terial which will afford light by openings or
otherwise and may be either curved or angu-
lar in cross section. The spiral spring 23
(seen in Tig. 5) will be found convenient.
I'he contracted end 21 is placed in the hive
to which the queen-bee is designed to be con-
duected.

The empty hive is provided at its bee open-
Ing 9 with « slide 24, consisting of a plate
which is arranged in kerfs 25 and which is
provided with openings of a size to permit
the passage of the drones and workers and
prevent the exit of the queen-bee. The slide
24 may be employed instead of the bottom 15,
and vice versa, and I have illustrated in the
accompanying drawings one hive provided
with a bottom and another having the slide.
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Both the bottom and the slide prevent
queen-bee getting outside of the hive and be-
coming chilled. The perforated bottom 15 1s
arranged below the brood-frames and the tu-
bular conductor is interposed between them
and the adjacent bee-opening. The slide and
the perforated bottom always remain in place
in the hives, as shown. The bottom boards
are provided at their ends with cross-bars 26
and are connected by bars 27.

What I claim 18—

The combination, in a bee swarmer, of the
hives 1 and 2, each provided with a bee-en-
trance and being arranged adjacent to each
other and provided with oppositely-disposed
openings 18, the reversible and detachable
tubular conductor connecting the openings
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the | 18 and having openings for light and pro-

vided with a contracted end, the brood-frames
arranged in the hives, the bottom 15, arranged
in the hive 2 beneath the brood-frames and
above the bee-entrance and provided with
openings 16, and a slide 24, provided with
openings similar to those of the false bottom
and arranged at the bee-entrance of the hive
1, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses

WESLEY DIBBLE.

VWitnesses:
C. L. McBAIN,
D. D. HEss, Jr.
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