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1o all whom vt may concern.

Be it known that ], EDWARD AUGUSTUS
FLOYD, of Paola,in the county of Miami and
State of Kansas, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bee-Swarmers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
it, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to an improvement in
bee swarmers, and it consists in the novel
features of construction hereinafter fully de-
scribed and especially referred to in the
claims.

The object of my invention is to provide
an improved swarmer which will permit the
passage of bees therethrough in either direc-
tion, thus enabling the swarming bees to re-
turn to the old hive if dissatisfied with the
new one provided for them. It frequently
occurs that bees swarm before they are ready
for the change or at a time when the condi-
tionsare unfavorable for the successful forma-
tion of a new home, and under such circum-
stances they naturally return,if unrestrained,
to the old hive.

By my improved swarmer the bees are kept
under control while at the same time they are
not hindered from following the dictates of na-
ture in going from or returning to the old
hive.

Refering to the accompanying drawings:
Figure 1, 18 a side elevation of two hives con-
nected by my improved swarmer. Fig. 2, is
a plan view of the same hives showing them
connected by a swarmer of slichtly modified
form. Kig. 3,18 a perspective view of the
swarmer. FIig.4,isasimilarview of the modi-
fied form of swarmer shown in Fig. 2.

A designates the hive from which we will
suppose the swarm is about to secede and B
the new hive provided for their reception.
The fronts of these hives are provided with
the usual passages C which open out upon the
alightingledges D extending the whole length
of each hive.

For connecting the twohives so as to guide
the swarm to its new home a swarmer E is
provided which in the constructions shown

in Iigs. 1 and 3, consists of a wide bottom F
having a longitudinal covering G secured to
1ts upper side but of less width than said
bottom so that the edges of the latter consti-
tute alighting ledges for the workers in pass-
ing in and out of the swarmer through the
small openings H at the lower edges of cover-
ing G. Asshown these openings are slightly
elongated and are level with the bottom F so
that no step obstruets the passage of the work-
Ing bees. The openings H however, are not
sufficiently large to permit the passage of the

queen or dronesso that the same are=".. . icu

in either one hive or the other it being im-
possible for them to escape.

T'he swarmer L’ illustrated in Figs. 2 and
4, has its ends so eut that when adjusted to
the 'hives as in Fig. 2, the latter do not face
squarely each other but rather at an angle
thus presenting one long inlet and exit side
I, which in structure is the same as one side
of swarmer E, while its opposite side is sim-
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ply perforated to afford ventilation and has #s

no alighting ledge.

Hither form of swarmer may be employed
to advantage as the bees are thereby con-
ducted to the new hive with safety and with-
out the necessity of watching or other atten-
tion.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Ina bee swarmer the combination of two
hives, a covered unobstructed swarmer for
connecting them through which beesmay pass
from either hive to the other,the swarmer be-
ing provided with openings for the passage of
the workers, and an alighting ledge beneath
the said openings, substantially asshown and
described.

2. Animproved swarmercomprising a floor,
the edges of which constitute alighting ledges,
a covering narrower than the floor and which
18 secured thereto to form a longitudinal pas-
sage, the sald covering being formed with lon-
gitudinal openings at its lower edges for the
passage of the workers, substantially asshown
and described.

3. In a bee swarmer, thecombinationof two
hives having exits, alighting ledges project-
ing beneath the latter, a swarmer adapted to
rest on said ledges and connect the hives, the

80

85

go

100




2 497,518

said swarmer consisting of a floor having pro- | Intestimony whereotf I affix my signature in
jecting ledges which constitute alighting | presence of two witnesses.
ledges, a longitudinal covering which 1s se- f ,
cured to but narrower than the fioor and EDWARD AUGUSTUS FLOXD.
¢ which is formed with openings for the pas- Witnesses:
sage of the workers, substantially as shown K. J. SHELDON,
and deseribed. | J. F. BRADBURY.




