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Lo, adl 1eleom (6 vy cocer:

Be it known that I, CHARLEs I. FOSTER. a
citizen of the United States, residing in Meri
den, in the county of New ITaven and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new
and useful In‘rnovmnents in bee FFeeders, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to bee- feeders; and
the object of the invention is to provide a
simple and efficient device of this character
adapted for attachment to a beehive and so
constructed as to prevent access of bees there
into except through the interior of the hive,
by reason of which robber bees cannot get
into the feeder and appr opriate the food, and

sald bee feeder has an opening adapted to
register with a similar opening in a wall of
the hive and through which the bees can pass.

My improved bee feeder consists in the
present case of a casing and a tank for con
taining the feed, 1‘emovably supported in the
same, salwd tank having communicating com
partments or chambers, one of which is some
what larger than the other. The casing and
tank are f:,epmated by an air space Whereby
the feed, which is generally a saccharine lig
uid, is plevented from belng materially re-
duced in temperature. The casing is con-
structed, preferably, of wood, while the tank
18 of metal, and ifs compartments are sepa-

rated by a wall or partition which extends
nearly to the floor thereof, whereby an open-
ing is formed between Sald wall and foor,
through which the food placed in the smaller
compartment will pass and enter the other
compartment, which latter serves as a cham-
ber in which the bees may collect to feed, the
bees while doing so resting upon a float which
rises and falls with the liquid in said larger
chamber.

For the purpose of preventing access of
bees to the feeder except through the hive,
the casing will preferably be provided with
aremovable lid adapted to cover both com-
partments of the tank.

In the drawings accompanying and form-
ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a beehive provided with
one of my improved feeders attached thereto
I 1ts usunal position. Fig. 2 is a plan view
with a portion of the lid or cover broken

(No model )

away, part of the inner walls of the casing
and tank being shown in section and illus-
trates by dotted lines & portion of the rear
wall of the hive. Ifig. 3 is a cross sectional
view taken on line 3 5, Fig. 2.

Similar charactersdesignatelike partsinall
the figures of the drawings.

My bee feeder, which is adapted for attach
ment to any of the ordinary forms of hives,
involves in its construction a casing A and
a tank 13, the former being adapted to be se
cured to the hive, while the latter contains
the food for the bees.

In the drawings I have represented a hive
C of usual construction, and the casing A,
which is preferably of wood, may be provided
at its opposite ends with flanges or ears, as |
and 4, through which serews, as 5, may be
passed to hold the device closely against the
wall of the hive.

The inner walls of the casing A and tank
DB have openings, as 6 and 7, respectively,
adapted to register with each other and with
an opening 3 in the hive, through which the
bees can pass from the interior of said hive.

The tank B is supported in the external
casing A and is separated therefrom by an
air space 9, which protects the feed from be-
ing materially reduced in temperature.

The casing or box A is provided nearits up-
per edge with a ledge or shoulder 10, npon
which the outwardly-projecting flanges 12 at
the upper end of the tank B rest, whereby said
tank may be quickly removed for cleansing
purposes. The tank is divided intotwo com-
partments, as 14 and 15, by the wall or par-
tition 17, which extends nearly to the floor 13,
the first mentwned compartment being 1&1“‘81
than the other and forming a chambel in
which the bees may collect to feed, the bees
alighting upon the fioat 16, which rests upon
the liquid food in the chamber.

The food is supplied to the smaller cham-
ber 15 and from thence flows through the
opening 19, between the lower edge of the
partition 17 and the fioor 183, into the larger
or feeding chamber 14, the float of course
rising with the liquid and said float having
a series of elongated slots, as 20 and 21,
through which the bees can reach the food.

These feeders are ordinarily utilized in cold
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weather when bees cannot procure their food
from natural sources, and for the purpose of
preventing the entrance of robber-bees or
other insects to the feeding chamber the cas-
ing A is provided with a lid 25, which covers
both chambers 14 and 15.

In warm weather it is sometimes desirable
to remove the lid or cover 25 to permit ot
light and ventilation, and when this i1s done
means are provided to prevent the entrance
of insects into the chamber 14, said means
consisting of a foraminous plate 26, adapted
to rest upon the flanges 12 and to be held
against displacement by the overhanging
flange 27 at the upper end of the dividing
wall 17, as clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

It will be seen on inspection of Fig. 2 that
the outer or rear wall of the removable tank
B is imperforate, while the opposite wall has
an opening 7,and by virtue of this construc-
tion said tank may be reversed to bring said
imperforate portion of the rear wall thereot
opposite the opening 6 in the casing A, there-
by covering the same and the opening S of the
hive, this expedient being adopted in warm
weather to prevent the entrance ot bees from
thehiveintothe feedineg-chamber,thereby ob-
viating the necessity of detaching the feeder
when the bees can obtain their natural food.

ITaving described my invention, I claim —

1. A bee-feeder comprising a casing pro-
vided with means by which 1t may be at
tached to a hive and having an opening coms-

municating with a similar opening in said
hive; a ledge or shoulder within the casing;
a tank flanged at its upper end and divided
into compartments, one of which istocontain
the material to be fed to the bees, said tank
having an opening inone wall adapted to reg-
ister with the openings in the casing and hive
and also having an imperforate wall, the
flanges of the tank resting upon the ledge or
shoulder of the casing and serving to sepa-
rate the tank from the casing by an air-space
as described; and means within the feed-
compartmentof the tank upon which the bees
may alight to take their food.

2. Abee-feeder comprising a casing having
an interior ledge orshonlder on the sides and
ends of the same, said casing having an open-
ing communicating with a similar opening in
the hive; a tank having flanges resting upon
said ledge or shoulder and serving to separate
the tank from the casing by an air space, said
tank having a perforation adapted toregister
with the openings aforesaid, and alsohavinga
plain wall which when the tank is reversed
will close said perforations; a flanged parti-
tion within the tank; a foraminous cover
held in place by the flange of said partition;
and a cover for the tank and casing, substan-

tially as and for the purpose specified.
CIIARLES I. FOSTER.

VWitnesses:
F. S. FOSTER,
GEORGE A. KFOSTER.
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