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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, CHARLES OSCAR LETT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Eclec-
tie, in the county of Elmore and State of Ala-
bama, haveinvented a newand useful Apiary,
of which the following is a specification.

The prcsent invention relates to apiaries.

One of the objects of the invention is to pro-
vide means for supporting the hives so that
they will be practically inaccessible to the va-
rious classes of inscets and small animals that
under ordinary conditions gain access to the
interior of the same and despoil the contents
and destroy the inhabitants.

Another object is to support the hives so
that they are in spaced relation to each other
and are exposed to viewon all sides and there-
fore freely accessible 1n all directions to the
bees. At the same time the hives are pro-
tected from the sun and rain.

A still farther object is to provide a hous-
ing for the hives in which they may be in-
closed during cold weather, thus securely pro-
tecting the bees.

These several objects are accomplished by
means of the construction set forth in the fol-
lowing specification and shown in the accom-
panying drawings, and while the construc-
tion thus described and illustrated is pre-
ferred it is to be understood that it is open
to change and modification within the scope
of the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of an apiary embodying the present in
vention with the hives unhoused and in their
opon oroperative position. Fig. 2isavertical
cross-sectional view of the same. Fig. 3 isa
vertical cross-sectional viewshowingthe hives
in housed position.

Similarnumerals of referencedesignate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.

In carrying out the invention as shown an

* inclosed loft 10 is provided, supported a suit-
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able distance above the ground, so as to leave
the intervening space open and free in all di-
rections. Beneath this loft are suspended a
plurality of hives 11, which are so supported
that they may be readily raised into the same,

56 as i8 more fully hereinafter set forth, The

preferable construction of the loft is as fol-
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arc sct firmly in the earth, and the upper ends
of each pair are connected by horizontal sup-
porting-beams 13, upon which are arranged
the rafters 14 of the roof 15, said roof being
suitably constructed to exclude both the air
and rain. Depending from the eaves of the
roof 15 are the walls 16, which ineline toward
each other. The lower edges of these walls
arein substantially thesamehorizontal plane,
but are spaced apart toleave the longitudinal
openiug 17, The ends of the loft are tightly
closed by end walls 18, whereby a completely-
inclosed loft is formed having only the bot-
tom opening 17 and proof against rain, snow,
or drafts of air.

Suspended directly beneath the opening 17
of the loft are the hives 11. This is prefer-
ably accomplished by securing pairs of de-
pending hanger rods 19 to each of the hori-
zontal supporting-beams 13, connecting these
rods by means of cross-bars 20, and support-
ing a horizontal platform or table 21 upon
these cross-bars. Upon this platform are
placed the hives 11, which are preferably
spaced a suitable distance from each other.
This platform is arranged to be elevated, so
that the hives will be housed within the loft
10, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. To this end,
therefore, the cross - bars 20 are slidably
mounted upon the hanger-rods 19, preferably
by having said rods passing through suitable
openings in the cross-bars. The rods are
therefore provided at their lower ends with
stops 22, whichlimit the downward movement
of the bars. The platform 21 is of sufficient
width to cover the bottom opening 17, so that
when the hives are elevated they are com-
pletely inclosed on all sides. In order to hold
the hives in their housed or elevated position,
detachable transverse locking-bars 23 are
adapted to be arranged beneath the platform
and have their ends suitably supported upon
brackets 24, provided on the upper portions
of the posts 12.

The advantages of an apiary of this char-
acter will be readily apparent to those skilled
in the art. In summer-time and when the
weather is fair and warm the hives are low-
ered to the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
They are then freely open to the outer world
in all directions, and no matter in what di-

lows: A plurality of pairs of upright posts 12 | rection the bees may return they will have
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ready access to their respective hives, At
the same time the hives will be shaded from
the sun and protected from the rain. Fuar-
thermore, by suspending the hives in this
manner they will be practically inaccessible
to 1nsects, mice, and the like. During cold
weather the hives are elevated by any suit-
able means into the loft. In this position
they are completely housed {from the cold and
dampness, as the platform 21 closes the bot-
tom opening.

IFFrom the foregoing it is thought that the
construetion, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In an apiary, the comDbination with an
open-sided structure having a roof, of a plat-
form suspended solely from the upper portion
of said structure and disconnected from the
side supports thereof, said platform being dis-
posed beneath and spaced from the roof, and
a hive arranged on the platform.

2. In an apiary, the combination with an
open structure having a roof, of hive support-
ing means adjustably suspended from said
structure and disposed beneath the roof,
whereby the hives carried by the supporting
means may be arranged contignous totheroof
or in the open portion beneath the same.

3. In an apiary, the combination with a
housing, of hive-supporting means movably
connected to the housing, and means for sup-
porting the hives carried thereby either ex-
terior to or within said housing.

4. In an apiary, the combination with an |
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inclosed loft, of hive-supporting means mov-
ably connected with the loft, whereby the
hives carried by the supporting means may
bearranged beneath orelevated into said loft,
and means for holding the supporting means
in elevated position.

5. In an apiary, the combination with an
inclosed loft having a lower opening, of a hive-
supporting platform forming a closure forsaid
opening, means connecting the loft and plat-
form, and devices whereby the hives carried
by said platform may be arranged exterior to
or within the loff.

6. In an apiary, the combination with an
open structure having an inclosed loft, of a
hive-support, means for alternately suspend-
ing the support in the open portion of the
structure beneath the loft and in juxtaposi-
tion to the same, whereby the hives carried
by said support may be disposed either be-
neath or within said loft.

7. In an apiary, the combination with a loft
having a bottoin opening, of supporting-rods
depending from said loft, a hive-supporting
platform slidably mounted on the rods, and
means whereby the platform may be elevated
to close said opening and support the hives
carried by said platform within the loft.

8. In an apiary, the combination with an
open structure, of an inclosed loft forming the
roof of said structure and having a bottom
opening, supporting-rods depending from the
loft, a platform slidably mounted on the rods
and adapted to close the bottom opening of
the loft, and a plurality of hives arranged
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upon the platform, and means for support- So

ing the platform in different positions.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CITARLES OSCAR LETT.

Witnesses:

W. O. ROBBINS,
I. J. LANCASTER.




