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BEEHIVE-COVER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 783,079,

dated February 21, 1905.

Application filed December 5, 1904 8erial No 235,569,

Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ErNesT R. Roor, of Me-
dina, in the county of Medina, and in the State
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and nse-
tul Improvement in Beehive Covers; andI do
hereby declare that the tollowing is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, in
which

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a beehive
cover embodying my invention; and Figs. 2,
3, and 4 are sections taken on the lines 92 2,
5 3, and 4 4, respectively, of Fio. 1.

The object of iny invention has been to pro-
vide a beehive-cover which shall have, among
other advantages, that of so shedding rain
that the hive is properly protected therefrom,
that of being so constructed that while it is
cheap it shall also be durable and not liable
to warp or crack, and that of having its joints
so constructed that rain is not likely to work
mnto them; and to such ends my invention con-
sistsin the beehive-cover hereinafter specified.

As illustrated, my cover preferably coms-
prises a middle board A and side boards B
and C, which are united by cleats D at each
end thereof, the cracks between the boards A
and B being covered by a ridge-board K, ex-
tending from cleat to cleat and preferably fit-
ting snugly between the same. The middle
board A and the side boards B and C are left
their full thickness at the ends and are re-
cerved In giovves ¢ in vthe cleats D. The
cleats are preterably a little shorter than the
total width of the middle and side boards, as
this affords an economy of lumber and makes
the cleats less liable to be knocked off the
cover. L'he side boards B and C are cut out
from points just inside the cleats, the boards
being so cut as to form a surface b, slanting
from the ridge board E to the outer edges of
the boards B and C, such edges being prefer
ably rounded. The slant of the surfaces 7
can be very slight and yet be enough to let the
water pass off at the sides instead of flowine
toward the cleats if the hive is properly lev-
eled. The cleats are fastened to the middle
board A and side boards B and (, as by nails

G, and the ridge-board E is preferably se-
cured to theside boards B and (), as by nails H.

I have found by experience that the side
boards B and Cdo not check or ¢rack or warp
as easily when they are left their full thick-
ness, as in my before-described cover, as they
do when rabbeted, where they are secured to
the cleat. Moreover, it is easy to make a per-
fect joint between the cleatand the side hoards
for the reason that the side boards can enter
to the bottom of the goroove in the cleat
whether such groove be of a greater or less
depth. Moreover, the joint between the cleat
and the upper sides of the said boards is hori-

zontal, and water is therefore less likely to
enter than if it were vertical.

It 1s obvious that changes can be made in
the above described construction =which will
embody the principles of my invention, and
1 do notv desire to be limited beyond the re
quireménts of the prior art or the letter of my
claims.

Having thus described my ivention, what
I claim is

I. In a beehive cover, the combination of
side boards, and cleats recelving the ends of
said boards, the said side boards being of full
thickness where they enter the cleats, and be
Ing cut away on their upper surfaces between
their ends, forming a slanting surface to serve
as a water-shed.

2. In a beehive cover, the combination of
side boards, cleats receiving the ends of said
boards, the said side boards being of full thicl
ness where they enter the cleats and being cut
away on their upper surfaces between thejr
ends, forming a slanting surface to serve as a
water-shed, and a ridge board extending over
sald side boards and between the inner spr
faces of caid cleats.

3. In a beehive cover, the combination of a
middle board and two side boards, said bhoards
being of full thickness at their ends. clegts
having grooves adapted to receive said ends,
said side boards being cut away between their
ends to form slanting surfaces that are adapt-
ed to shed water.

4. In a beehive-cover, the combination of a
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middle board and two side boards, said boards
being of full thickness at their ends, cleats
having grooves adapted to receive said ends,
said side boards being cut away between their
ends to form slanting surfaces that are adapt
ed to shed water, and a ridee board extend-
ing over said side boards and fitting snugly
between said cleats.

5. In a beehive-cover, the combination ot
middle and side boards, having their ends of
the full thickness of the boards, said ends
being of uniform thickness, cleats having
orooves that are adapted to receive the satd

ends. whereby the joints between the upper
surtaces of said boards and the said cleats are I35
horizontal, the said side boards being cut
away between their ends to form water-shed
ding surtaces, and a ridge board covering the
joints between said side and middle boards,
and fitting snugly between sald cleats. 20

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand

ERNEST R. ROOT.

Witnesses:
FRrRANK SPELLMAN,
Frank Hreal.




