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To ol whom % may concern:

e it known that T, Cuarees SprErLixG, a
citizen oi the United States, residing at
Dalton, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Beehives, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to so con-
struct the body of the hive as to maintain
a lower temperature in the interior than
outside in summer and warmer in the
winter: that will provide a drier interior;
better ventilation and more healthful in-
closure for bees and exclusion of moths.

The manner in which I accomplish my
object is described in the following specifica-
tion and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation. Fig. 2 is a
right side elevation. Fig. 3 is a central ver-
tical section on the line 3——3 TFig. 1. Tig.
4 is a plan view on ihe line 4—t Fio. 1.
Fig. 5 is a cross section on the line 5—35
Ifig. 4, and Fig. 6 is a cross section on the
line 6—6 Fig. 1.

In the drawings 1 is the bottom of the
hive. Checked into the corners of this bot-
tom arve four corner posts 2, shown in sec-
tion in Fig. 6. The inside face 8, of each
of these posts is cut down as shown at 4,
and a strip 5. is secured on the inside to
form a channel 6, in which the wall of the
hive hereinafter described is supported. Se-
cured to each of these posts is a recessed
portion 7. To each of these portions a strip
8 is secured by the bolts 9, forming a vertical
channel 10, identical with the channels in
the posts. Fixed to the bottom 1, between
the posts 2, and portions 7, are channeled
raiis 11, shown in section in Fig. 3, Se-
cured in the channels of the parts 2 and 7
are bundles of rye straw 12. Fach of these
bundles is firmly bound by cane strips 13.
The several bundles are placed horizontally
one above the other in the vertical channels
and are pressed together, thereby forming
the walls of the hive at the sides, rear and
iower portion of the front. The upper part
14 of the front wall is of wood. constructed
with a projecting shelf 15, and an aperture
16. This aperture extends upward in the

body of the wood into the upper interior
of the hive as shown in Fig. 3. The bottom
edge 17, of the part 14, is recessed to form a
channel which is completed by the inside
piece 18 which is secured to the part 14, as
shown in Fig. 3. Secured on the tep of the
walls and posts is a projecting frame 19.
This frame is shouldered on the inside 20,
to support the interior removable frames 21,
one of which is shown in Fig. 3. Remov-
ably secured on the frame 19, by dowel pins
or other means, is a roof 22. This roof con-
sists of a frame 23, of several parts forming
an inside channel 24, shown in Fig. 5, in
which bundles of straw are secured, in the
same manner as are the walls.

When the hives are located in a building
or under other cover so that the rain and
snow cannot fall upon the roof, then the
structure as described is complete, but when
located outside and exposed to the weather,
then an additional cover 23, is placed over
the straw roof. This cover forms a close
connection with the ends of the frame 93,
but is spaced from the sides for free circula-
tion of the air over and through the roof
which is protected by the overhang 26 of the
cover 25 shown in Fig. 1, under which the
air is free to pass over the Toof.

What T claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: -

In a bee hive consisting of a base plate,
side and end rails fixed thereon, the upper
edges thereof channeled to hold bound bun-
dles of straw, corner posts fixed on said base,
the {wo inside edges of each post being chan-
neled from end to end to hold the ends of
bound bundles of straw, bound bundles of
straw horizontally inserted in the channels
of said posts, and thereby forming the walls
of said hive, the lower bundle of straw in
each wall being held in the channel of said
base rail, a vertical plate slidably inserted in
the channels of said posts adapted to form
the top part of one of said walls, said plate
having an interior vertical passage way ex-
tending through the lower part of said plate,
and through the top edge for the passage of
bees, a frame fixed on the top of said posts,
said frame being shouldered on the inside to
support removable inside frames, and hav-
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ing a vertical aper ture adapted to register

with the passage way in said vertical plate,
and beveled outer ulﬂex extending bevond
sald walls to shed rain watey 111@1{3110111. a
second frame adapted to rest on said fixed

11’ ame, the innerv (,d ges of the second frame |

heing channeled to “hold bound bundles of

80,691

straw, bound bundles of straw secured hori-
zontally in said frame, and a gable root sup-
ported on said frame.
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