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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that ¥, Sawrten Bracg, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Frie, in the county of Whiteside and
State of Illinois, have invented certain Im-
provements in Beehives, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
improved means for controlling access of
bees to the supers of the hive, so that the
supers may be removed with entire safety.

In carrying out the invention, the board
separating the brood chamber from the
supers is provided with a supplemental bee-
passage, which may be instantly opened or
closed by means of a device operated exte-
rviorly to the hive. The other bee-passage
with which such separating board is pro-
vided is also furnished with means for al-
lowing escape of bees or for completely
closing the same as conditions require.

The invention is hereinafter described,
and is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, in which—

Figure 1 is in part a side elevation and in
part a section of the upper portion of a
beehive provided with my improvement.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the so-called bee-
escape board which separates the brood-
chamber from the supers, the same being
provided with my attachment arranged in
a certain position. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
a portion of such board showing a different
adjustment of the device for closing the
supplemental bee-passage. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of a bee-escape which I utilize
in connection with the bee-escape board.
Tig. 5 is a perspective view of a plug which
is similarly employed.

In Fig. 1, the numeral 1 indicates the
body of the hive, and 2 the upper detach-
able portion of the same in which the supers
are contained. 3 is the so-called bee-escape-
board, which separates the brood chamber
from the supers and on which the supers
ordinarily rest. At the rear end of the hive,
this bee-escape board is provided with a slot
4 which serves as a bee-passage, and at a
point near the front end the board is pro-
vided with a transverse slot 5 constituting
a supplemental bee passage. As shown in
Figs. 2 and 8,2 device 6 isarranged for open-
ing or closing the said passage 5. The same
consists of a rod which is journaled in
keepers at 7 that are arranged in alinement

with the slot, and the portion of the rod in-
tervening such keepers is cranked or bent
laterally, as indicated at 62 The rod pro-
jects through the side of the hive and is
provided exteriorly with a crank 6°, or other
means, for conveniently rotating it. When
the crank is in the position shown in Fig.
2, the laterally bent body portion 6* lies at
one side of the slot 5 and consequently the
bee-passage is entirely open; but when the
rod is rofated so that the crank 6 lies in
the position indicated in Fig. 3, the bent
body portion 6* extends across the bee-pas-
sage 5, and consequently it is closed to a
degree sufficient to prevent bees passing up
or down, while permitting a certain degree
of ventilation.

Fig. 4 illustrates a device 8 which, in
view of its function, is termed a bee-escape.
It is constructed of sheet metal and provided
with an opening 9 in its upper side, and un-
derneath with a chamber 10 through which
the bees may pass from the opening 9 to the
open end 11, but are prevented from pass-
ing back through the same by means of the
peculiar arrangement of interior devices at
12, It will be understood that, normally,
the slot 4 in the bee-escape-board 3 is open,
so as to permit the free passage of bees up
and down, and that the device 6 is at the
same time in the open position shown in
Fig. 2. When, however, 1t is desired to re-
move one or more filled supers, the device 6
Is rotated to the position indicated in Fig.
3, 80 as to obstruct the passage 5, while the
bee-escape 8 is inserted in the slot 4 of the
bee-escape-board, as shown in Fig. 1. This
is done preferably just before nightfall.
The result is that the bees pass downward
from the supers through the bee-escape 8
into the brood-chamber, and in the morning
1t will be found that the supers are entirely
free of bees. Then the operator removes
the bee-escape 8 and inserts in place thereof
a T-shaped plug 18—see Figs 2 and 5. The
supers may then be removed without diffi-
culty, or danger from the bees, and, empty
ones being substituted, the plug 18 is then
removed and the cranked device 6 rotated
tothe position shown in Fig. 2,s0as toopen
again the bee-passage 5, whereupon the bees
resume work in filling the supers as before.
Thus, by my simple invention, I not only
provide a supplemental bee-passage through
the bee-escape-board, but an easily adjusted
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device for closing it when required to re-
move the supers, so that this operation may
be performed without danger.

What I claim is:—

1. The improvement in beehives, consist-
ing of a bee-escape board provided at one
end with a slot serving normally as a bee
passage, a removable closing plug adapted
for insertion in such slot from the outside
of the hive, a snpplemental bee passage
formed in the bee-escape board near the
front end of the same, and a device control-
lable from the exterior of the hive for open-
ing or closing said bee passage, as shown and
described.

2. The improvement in beehives, consist-
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ing of a bee escape-board provided at one
end with a slot serving normally as a bee-
passage, a removable closing plug adapted
for insertion in such slot from the outside
of the hive, a supplemental bee-passage
formed in the bee escape-board near the
front end of the same, and a cranked rod
journaled in alinement with the said pas-
sage and projecting at the side of the board,
whereby it 1s adapted for adjustment to
apen or close the slot, substantially as de-

sceribed.
SAMUEL BLAGG.
Witnesses:
Witniam RusH,

Jorx B. Hanmx.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner ¢f Latents,
Washington, D. C.”
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