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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that Pavrn Hoxton, deceased,
formerly a citizen of the United States re-
siding at Somerset, 1n the county of Gunni-
son and State of Colorado, of whom I,
Avcusts HuxteN, a citizen of the United
States, and residing at said Somerset, am
the administratrix, did in his lifetime invent
certain new and useful Improvements in
Honeyecomb Sections, of which the following
1s a specification.

T'his invention relates 1n general to honey-
comb sections and has for i1ts object broadly
the provision of a honey comb section of
new and improved construction, which will
eliminate numerous inconveniences and evils
mecldental to the use of honey comb sections,
prior to this invention, and which may be
more economically handled and marketed.

Prior to this invention, it has been gen
erally the custom to provide in the beehive,
or super, honey receiving sections of wood
placed one upon another 1n a carrier or
frame disposed in position to permit the
work of the bees. This form of section has
been productive of considerable annoyance
to the bee-keeper, by reason of the fact that
it could not be provided without numerous
cracks, crevices and the like, which the bees
invariably filled, not with wax or honey,
but with a brownish yellow substance called
propolis, which renders the finished pack-
age unsightly. Where the sections are made
of wood, 1t 1s substantially 1mpossible to
construct either them or the frame so that
they will fit snugly together with only lines
of contact between them, the bees having
filled any gaping apertures or recesses with
propolis. This same substance 1s frequently
spread over the edges and upon the outside
of the sections and must be removed, 1f the
section and 1ts honey are to present a pleas
ing and salable appearance. In the past,
this removal has been carried on in bee
proof houses, or out buildings; as the bees
will, 1 glven any opportunity at all, steal
back honey from the combs removed. It
must be scraped off with a knife or similar
instrument and unless the greatest care 1s
used, the operator 1s likely to damage or 1n-
jure the delicate comb of wax and permit
the honey to leak out upon the package.

Frequently in the packaging of honey for
the market, 1t has been the custom to place
a number of the filled wooden sections in a

strong, heavy, wooden box provided with a
plate glass side or front, in order that the
goods may be displayed without the neces-
sity of a show case and yet kept from the
dust of the atmosphere. The shipment of
this type of package has been at high trans-
portation cost, because of the glass, which
prior to my invention, in many instances,
has been demanded by the merchants, in or
der that the filled sections may be displayed
attractively in the original packages. This
method of handling honey sections, while in
some measure keeping the honey from the
outside air, has in no sense been sanitary, as
the wooden sections, before being placed in
the box, must be exposed for long periods
and handled considerably in the cleaning
process. And 1t possesses the further evil
of permitting any leakage from one section
to be cistributed over the others, which, as
the honey is sticky, renders the goods, from
a commerclal point of view, practically un-
salable.

A principal object of this invention is the
reducing of the necessity of cleaning the
sections to a minimum and of exercising un-
usual care 1in their handling, after they have
come from the hive; and the elimination
also of the need of the bee-proof structure,
alreacdy mentioned.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a honey section, which may be
packed so as to obtamn the lowest possible
transit rates given goods which are not
likely to damage other goods during ship-
ment.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a honey comb section, which
may be readily sealed from the atmosphere
as 1t 1s taken from the hive, and not again
opened until it 1s in the hands of the ulti
mate consumer; said section being so con-
structed that the filled comb may be easily
mspected, without exposing the honey, thus
providing a sanitary honey package.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a honey-comb section adapted
to be safely packed, when filled and sealed,
as will be later described, in relatively large
numbers, 1n cartons of corrugated paste
board, thereby reducing the weight of the
package for a given number, and reducing
also correspondingly the cost of transporta
tion, sald sections being so constructed that
the contents may be readily inspected, with
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o1t unsealing and without the use of glass
or olher irangible material, thus enabling
the packrge to be sent at materially lower
shipping cost.

A further objeet of the invention 1s the
rovision of o sanitary honey comb section
utihzing no glase or other material which
nieht bireaww aned soraten the dehicate cell
clostces, or heeome embedded 1n the comb,
where 1t avgeht wnjure persons ecating the
Loney.

(thar ol "cets and advountages of the in-
vention v 1. ve bLetter understood from the
tollowing descrinfion, when considered in
connecticn with the sccompanying drawing
lustrating a preferred embodiment thereo!;

On the drawing, Figure 1 3

lI,p"“-,,‘"'l-l-
I

15 a slde eleva-
tion of a honey coms saculon embodying my
invention; #1g. 2 1s a secfion taken subse
aquently on the line 9 2 of Kig. 1, showing
the sectiong filled with honev: Fig. 3 1s a
similar view showing the section ready to be
positicned 1n the frame; Fig. 4 1s a perspec
tive of a finished package; ¥Fig. 5 15 a ver
tical section through the same.

The honey comb section embodying my
myertion and shown in the drawing is of
sheet metal and comprises a body or section
proper 11 bent to rectangular form and
having 1its edges joined together. The cen-
tral portion of this section may be, if de
sired, pressed outwardly, as seen at 12, In
Fig. 5. The blanks from which these sce-
tions are made will, of course, be cut on some
accurate machine, and of course no cracks
are presented at the corners. The sides may
be brought in smooth, accurate contact by
countersinking the frame, in which the sec
tions are suspended in the hive or super, as
seen at 13" on the drawing.

Two covers, 13 and 14 are provided to
close the open sides of the sections, after
they are filled with ]1011@3? and 1ewoved from
the hive. bubstantially no cleaning of the
sections 1s found to be necessary, after they
are remored from the hive, it only generally
being recuired to position the cover and
paste a label about the box. OFf conrse, if
it should be desired to not Iabel the sides or
any oI them, the exposed portions between
the edges of the covers may be polished wth-
out danger of the bees interfering during
the opration and without danger of dam-
age to the sections, except through the gross
est carelessness. No bee proof house is re-
quired. In one of the covers 14 in the pres-
ent instance, a transparent, non frangible
portion 15 1s provided, celluloid being pre
ferred, so that the honey may be viewed,
without removing the cover 14. With this
arrangement, 1t 1s not material whether the
inner st fuce of the edges 16 is covered with
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propolus, as these surfaces cannot be seen
through the transparent portion 15.

A section, when positioned, is provided
with a foundation 17 of well known form
and chavacter, and it is removed, when filled
with the honey 18.

1t will be manifest that should one or more
of the cells of the {illed comb become opened,
1t cannol leak outside of the section, when
the covers are 1n place, so that there 1s liltle
or no danger ot the honey being smeared on
netghvoring objects. This permits, not only
the economical handhng of the device, but
also reduces materially the transportation
charges and lets the goods obtain a cheaper
classification.

It 15 thought that the invention and many
of s attendans advantages will be readily
uaderstood without further deseription, and
1t will be apnarent that various changes may
be made 1n the form. construction, and apphi-
cation of the boney comb section described
without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention, or saciificing any of its
materiel advantages; the form heremnbefore
cdescribed belng merely a preferred embodi-
ment thereof.

Claims:

1. A sheet metal honey cownb section com
prising an open ended rectangular body in
which the filled honey comb is adapted to be
formec.; and slip covers having vecipheral
flanges adapted to frictionally engage and
tightly ceal the open ends of said Lody and
shaic off any applied propolis without cut-
ting the ends of the honey cells, the said slip
covers being adapted to be forced on to the
sald body more or less toward the faces of
the honey comb, according to the locations
ot the outer ends of the honey cells.

2. A sheet metal honey comb section com-
prising an open ended rectangular body in
vi hich the filled honey comb is adapted to be
tormed, sald body being formed with a pe
vipheral enlarged middle portion with edges
in set therefrom; and slip covers having pe
ripheral {langes adapted to [iictionally en-
gage sald 1nsel edges of the body and
tightly seal the open ends of said body and
shave off any applied propolis without cut
ting the ends ol the honey cells, the said
slip covers heing adapted to be forced on to
the said body more or less toward the faces
ol the honey comb, accozding to the localions
oL the outer ends of the honey cells.

AUGUSTA HUNTEN,
Admarmstratriz of the estate of Paul unten,
deceased,.

Witnesses:

Mrs. (. Exuory,
C. T. VincenT.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five centis each, by addressing the “Commissiomer of Patents.
Washington, D. C.”
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