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To all whom it may concern.;

Be it known that I, Aaron McErLveen, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Stil-
son, in the county of Bulloch and State of
Georgia, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Honey-Bee Queen-

Yards, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to devices for intro-

ducing queens and other bees into strange
hives.

The object is to provide means by which

the new bees whether they be queens or
working bees, can be easily and quickly
placed in the desired hive or removed there-
from, and by which they will be housed
therein in such a way that they can have
a certain degree of communication with the
bees already in the hive, while at the same
time being fully protected from their hostile
attacks, till the bees in the hive cease to re-
gard them as intruders and become friendly
with them.
. Another object is to provide convenient
means for keeping queen bees for protracted
periods of time, comfortably caged and fed,
and always accessible, till they are wanted
for use or for sale.

Still another object is to provide cheap
and convenient means for the protection of
queen cells before they are hatched out.

Other objects will appear in the subjoined
description.

The device is specially useful for intro-
ducing new queens into a hive; or for in-
troducing more bees into a weak hive.

Tt is a_well known fact that honey bees
are very jealous and watchful of their store
of honey, so that if any strange bee, whether
queen or working bee, be introduced into
the hive, that bee seems to be at once taken
either for a dead-beat that has come there
to live off their labor eating up their store
of honey, or else as a thief that has come
to steal and carry away what they have laid
up: and they are generally fierce and re-
lentless in their attacks upon the life of the
supposed intruder.

For many reasons, the matter of intro-
ducing queen bees into hives is specially
important, and it is a great problem with
bee raisers as to how this can be done with-
oui getting the queens killed, Actupl ex-

perience has proved that the device herein
set forth has solved that problem in a most
satisfactory manner.

The principal feature of my device con-
sists of a wire coop or cage provided with
an open side, and having means for holding
this side around its edges in close engage-
ment with the flat side of a section of brood
comb, so that the bees outside the cage can-
not enter it, and the bees inside the cage
cannot escape from it, till special provision
is made therefor.

The invention consists in certain novel
features and combinations of parts, as will
be hereinafter described and claimed, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a section of

brood comb with my improvement in oper-.

ative position thereon. Fig. 2 shows an in-
verted plan view of my device removed
from the brood comb; and, Fig. 3 is a simi-
lar view of the device showing it provided
with partitions forming its interior into a
plurality of compartments.

The numeral 1 designates a frame carry-
ing a section 2 of brood comb.

My improved cage A is formed of finely
woven wire or other open material and con-
sists of a main section 3 having narrow side
and end sections 4 and 5 respectively; said
latter sections being bent preferably at
right angles to the main section 8 and
formed integral therewith. These side and
end sections 4 and 5 are provided with a
suitable number of securing pins or stickers
6, which are secured to said sections in any
desired manner and project some distance
beyond the outer edges of said sections, and
may be made sharp at their outer ends.
These pins can be secured to the side and
end sections 4 and 5 with solder, but ave
shown in the drawings as being provided
at their inner ends wrth bends 7 which are
bent around one or more of the wires of the
cage, and the shanks of these securing pins
adjacent the bends 7 are plaited into the
wires of the edge sections 4 and 5 of the

-cage, and are thus very securely held with-

out solder.
In Fig. 3 of the drawings, I have shown
the cage A provided with central longi-

tudinal and trangverse partitions 8 and 0
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to permit other bees to enter it, there are dif-
ferent ways in which an opening may be
made in the cage with shears; as for in-
stance, two short parallel cuts may be made
extending inwardly from the edge of one of
the side sections 4 or 5, and spaced from
each other, say a half inch or less; then the
small section of wire between the two cuts
can be raised at its free edge like a little
door, and that will make a small opening
through which the bees can pass in or out,
one at a time. As a rule, however, with a
little care, a corner of the cage can be raised
just sufliciently to permit one bee at a time
to pass under it, when it is desired to pro-
ceed with caution in letting them pass into
or out of the cage.

When for any reason it is desired to keep
queens apart when two or more of them are
to be introduced into a hive at one time, I
employ the form of my device illustrated in
Fig. 3 of the drawings which is provided
with a separate compartment for each queen.
It should be borne in mind however that this
arrangement is more than a multiplication of
small cages; for if there is only one small
cage, or a number of small cages, each by
itself, the bees in the hive can ball each cage
and smother the queen in it to death. But a
queen cannot be smothered in that way in
my cage, even though it be divided into
small compartments, for the compartments
are not closed against the passage of air
irom one compartment to another, but only
against the passage of bees, and it has al-
ready been sufficiently pointed out why bees
cannot ball a queen in my cage and smother
her to death.

My device if carefully handled is prac-
tically indestructible, and may be used first
with one brood comb and then another, as
occasion may require. It is also very simple
and inexpensive in construction.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:—

1. A dovice of the character described,
comprising a cage formed of open material ;
and means for holding one side of said cage
in engagement with a section of brood comb.

2. A device of the character described,
comprising a cage formed of reticulated ma-
terial and open at one side; and means for
holding said opening in engagement with

8

a section of brood-comb to cause the comb
to form a closure for the opening.

8. A device of the character described,
comprising an open-sided cage formed of
reticulated material; and provided at its
open side with means for engaging a section
of brood-comb to hold the open side of the
cage in engagement therewith, whereby to
cause the comb to form a closure for said
open side.

4. A device of the character described
comprising an open-sided cage formed of
reticulated material; and provided at its
open side with means for removably engag-
ing a section of brood comb to hold the open
side of the cage in removable engagement
therewith, whereby to cause the comb to
form a closure for said open side, and to give
the bees inclosed in the cage access to the
comb.

5. A device of the character described,
comprising an open-sided cage formed of
reticulated material, and provided around
its open side with securing pins projecting
beyond said open side and adapted to pene-
trate a section of comb to hold the open
side of the cage in removable engagement
therewith, to cause the comb to form a re-
movable side for the cage and to give the
bees in the cage free access to the comb.

6. A device of the character described,
comprising a cage formed of reticulated mas-
terial; partitions in said cage forming the
interior thereof into a plurality of compart-
ments; and means for holding one side of
said cage in engagement with a section of
brood comb to give the bees in said compart-
ments access to the comb.

7. A device of the character described,
comprising a cage formed of reticulated ma-
terial; reticulated partitions in said cage to
form the interior thereof into a plurality of
compartments adapted to permit the ciren-
lation of air from each compartment to the
others; and means for holding oue side of
said cage in removable engagement with a
section of comb, to give the hees in said com-
partments access to the comb.

in testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

AARON McELVEEN,

‘Witnesses:

Homer Waire,
Jos. 5. Bramex.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, ¢.”
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