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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jamns W. Jorpax, a
citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Williamsburg, in the county of
Whitley and State of Kentucky, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Beehives, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to bee-hives, and the
primary objects thereof are to provide means
for confining the bees in the brood-box while
the honey is being removed from the super;
to provide means whereby all of the bees
may be driven from the brood-box to the
super or vice-versa, thereby permitting
withdrawal of the larvee and preventing the
ravages of rodents and the like, as well as
an exchange of racks, the confinement of the
queen bee in the biooder box and the start-
ing of new colonies.

To the accomplishment of the recited ob-
jects, and others cobrdinate thevewith, the
preferred embodiment of my invention rve-
sides in that arrangement of parts shown
in the accompanying drawings, hereinafter
described, and embraced within the scope of
the appended claim.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the bee-hive embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view
taken along lines 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is
a similar view with the frame and screen,
of the super, and the slide between the super
and brood-box removed. TFig. 4 is a trans-
verse section taken along lines 4—4 of Fig,
2. Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view of the
queen bee excluder. Tig. 6 is a perspective
view of a portion of the bee-escape board,
and Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective
view of one of the frames.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings for a detailed description of my inven-
tion, the numeral 1 designates a substantially
rectangular shaped inclosure supported by
legs 2, and having a door 3 and a base-
board 4 provided with an entrance, as 5.
The interior of the main inclosure is divid-
ed transversely by a bee-escape board 6 into
two compartments of approximately uni-
form dimensions, the brood-box 7 and the
super 8. At the top of each compartment
are arranged track-ways 9 adapted for re-
movably supporting the brood-frames 10
and super-frames 11, respectively, the frames
being identical in structure, and comprising
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a headboard 12 with dove-tail grooves 13
on its under side extending to a point short
of the rear wall of the 1nclosure and de-
signed to receive the complemental tenons
14 of a plurality of racks 15. Manifestly
the frames may be introduced or withdrasn
as a unit, or 1f desired, the racks may be
inserted or removed independently. The
fact that the racks, like the grooves 13, do
net extend clear across the compartments
allows sufficient space to permit the bees to
have ready access to the racks at all times.
The front of each frame is inclosed by a
screen 16 which is detachably supported by
a vertical retaining strip 17 on one side and
fastening devices 18 upon the other side.

Lying upon the bee-escape board 6 is a
queen bee excluder 19 having its forward
marginal edge 20 reinforced and projecting
beyoad the edge of the bee-escape board to
afford a support for the screen 16 of the
super, as will be seen upon inspection of
Tig. 2. An imperforate slide, as 21, having
the same general contour as the excluder, 15
adapted to be superposed with respect to
the excluder, when certain contingencies
arise, and this too will support the edge of
the screen when in the position exhibited in
Fig. 3.

Ordinarily, a bee-hive is robbed by smok-
ing the bees down from the super to the
brood-box, and the honey drips upon the
bees, which thereupon become angered and
veturn to defend their home. In my im-
proved hive the bees can be temporarily
mmprisened by slipping a block of wood,
as 22, in the entrance 5 of the hive before
the beesbegin to fly out in the morning. Then
upon opening the deor 3, and allowing smoke
to pass through the screen 16 into the super,
the bees will descend into the brood-box,
when the slide 21 is placed between the two
compartments and serves to confine the bees
in the brood-box. The honey can now be re-
moved with impunity either by withdraw-
Ing one rack at a time or by taking out the
entire frame. Owing to the facility with
which the bees may be constrained from one
compartment to the other, the larvee may be
removed at any time and thereby prevent
the ravages of rodents, pests and the like.
Another advantage resides in the fact that
the racks are interchangeable which pro-
vides for strengthening the weaker colonies
whenever it is found desirable. Still fur-
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