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To all whom it may concern:

Be'it known that I, Freperick W. Sum-
MERFIELD, a-citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Toledo, in the county of Lucas
and State of Ohio, have invented a certain
new and useful Bee-Shipping Package; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the
characters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a bee shipping
package or crate. It particularly has for
its object to provide a container for bees
while in transportation from one part of the
country to another. - It particularly has for
its object to provide a container wherein
the surrounding conditions of the hee with-
in the container are normal and to provide
a container in which the bees may be readily
inserted, and also one wherein the bees will
have plenty of air and food. It also has
for its object to provide a container where-
in the queen bee may be cared for under
the normal conditions to which she has been
subjected prior to the shipment.

Structures containing my invention may
partake of different forms. I have illus-
trated in the drawings and will describe
hereinafter one of such structures which is
selected for purposes of illustration.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of the bee package, a part thereof be-
ing shown removed and a part being shown
broken for purposes of illustration. Tig. 2
is a sectional view of the container or pack-
age and Iig. 3 illustrates a frame for carry-
ing the food and the cells having therein
eggs, larvee and one or more queen bees.

Irigure1,is a frame for the package. Ithas
end walls 2 and 8. The end walls 2 and
3 are secured together by strips 4.

A honey-comb frame 5 having end mem-
bers 6 and 7 and connecting or side strips
8 and 9, is placed within the frame.1. The

end walls 2 and 2 are rabbeted and the end
strips 7 and 6 slide into the rabbeted parts
of the end walls. The side or top strip 9
Is provided with lugs 10 which drop into

“notches 11 located in the upper edges of

the end walls2 and 8. Wires 12 are stretched
between the ends 6 and 7 to support the
comb 13 which is formed on the wires by
the bees. The frame 5 is placed in a hive
until the queen has become accustomed to
the comb and its supporting frame 5, and
until the desired number of larve and egos
have been laid and the desired amount of
honey has been deposited within the comb.
The frame 5 is then removed from the
hive and placed in the frame 1. After a
wire screen 14 has been tacked around the
sides and bottom, of the frame 1, the top of
the frame is covered with the screen 14.
One of the end walls 2 is provided with an
opening 15 into which the bees may be in-
serted by the use of a funnel, in the manner
well known in the art. The opening 15 is
then closed by a piece of tin or sheet metal
16 and thus the desiredenumber of bees are
inclosed within the package. "If desired,
Landles or channels 17 may be cut into the
end walls 2 and 8 for convenience of handling
the package.

The construction illustrated may be modi-
fied by those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention as
set forth in the claim.

I claim:

In a bee shipping package, the combina-
tion of a frame, the ends of the frame hav-
ing channels, a second frame slidable in the
said channels and located within the first
named frame, wires stretched across the sec-
ond frame and having thereon a honey-comb
containing honey, a wire screen surrounding
the first named frames, the end wall of the
first named frame having an opening for
the receipt of bees.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
signed my name to this specification.

FREDERICK W. SUMMERFIELD.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
: Washington, D, §.”
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