W. E. CREASE.

HIVE CONNECTOR OR CROSSOVER,
APPLICATION FILED APR. 10, 1819,

1,321,602, Patented Nov. 11, 1919.

O

Inventor.

/ Attomey



o

10

20

25

30

40

DO

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WALTER E. CREASE, OF EAST GREENWICH, REODE ISLAND.

HIVE CONNECTOR OR CROSSOVER.

1,621,602,

Application filed April 10, 1918,

1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wavrer E. Croase,
2 citizen of the United States, residing at
Hast Greenwich, in the county of Kent and
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Hive Con-
nectors or Crossovers, of which the follow
mg 1s a specification.

This mvention relates to certain new and
useful 1mprovements in a hive connector or
cross over, and the principal object is to
provide a structuie from which the queen
bee cannol escape and consequently the
worker bees will follow the queen bee from
one hive to the connected one so that the loss
ol the swarm will be negligible.

During swarming time it is customary to
join two hives by a bridge, one of the hives
being' empty to receive the bees from the
other. Much loss results by the escape of
the queen bee which the worker bees follow,
and to overcome this Joss is the aim of the
present invention.

To this end the invention resides in the
features of construction hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing wherein

Kigure 1 is a fragmental side elevation of
the 1mproved hive connector.

g, 2 1 an end elevation thereof.

Fig. 3 1s a transverse section therethrough
on lme 3 3 of Iig. 1.

Specifically, the hive connector comprises
o bridge 1 and a series of wires 2 bent into
a somewhat semi circular form with their
terminals 3 pointed and intuined to be em-
bedded in the side edges of the bridge 1,
sald bowed wires being sustained in parallel
relation by means of a ridge wire or stay 4
connecled thereto.

The bridge is, thercfore, preferably made
ol wood to facilitate the securement of the
toof wires 2, the depth to which their ter
minals 8 are embedded being determined by
the adjacent leg portions which abui and
bear frictionally against the side edges of
the bridge, as indicated at 5, to further sup
port the wires in their upright position.
The ridge wire may be secured {o any or all
ot the roof wires by solder or the like.

The spacing of the roof wires is « very
material part of this invention, the same be
mmg such that while the worker bees can
1eadily pass between the wires the queen bee
cannot do so and 1s thus confined wilthin the

.
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unnel defined by the open frame worlk of
wires constituting the roof.

In practice, about swarming time one oc
cupied hiuve is joined to an empty hive by
the connector, the ends of the bridge project-
ing beyond the roof for insertion in the en-
trances of the hives. Thus, when the queen
leaves the first hive she is confronted on all
sides by the roof frame and prevented from
escape, so that naturally she passes over the
bridge into the empty hive and carries the
bullk of worker bees with her. Conse
quently, the loss of worker bees is almost
negligible and very small, if at all. The
construction is very economical and light
and by means of the open framework over
the bridge the queen is induced to come out
from the occupied hive.

Ilaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let
ters Patent 1s—

1. A hive connector comprising a bridge, a
series of semi circular roof wires arranged
thercover and having their terminals pointed
and mturned mto the side edges theieof, said
pointed terminals being embedded to a depth
suilicient to have the adjacent portions of the
wires irictionrally engage said side edges, and
sald wires being arranged in parallel relation
and sulhiciently close together o prevent the
escape of the queen bee but permit passage of
the worker bees thercbetween, and a ridge
wire connecting the upper portions of {he
wires first mentioned to supporlt them in
parallel and spaced relation. ,

2. In a hive connector, a base, and a series
of independent parallel bowed wires forming
a roof thercover, said wires having terminals
which are bent at an angle thereto so as to lie
parallel to the base and are secured to the
latter.

3. A hive connector comprising a fibrous
strip like biidge, and a series of parallel
bowed wires forming a roof thereover and
having their terminals pointed and em
bedded in the respective opnosite sides of
said bridge.

4. A hive connector comprising a bridge,
and a plurality of independent wires having
pointed terminals inturned in opposing rela-
tion and embedded in the respective oppo-
s1te side edges of the bridge.

5. A hive connector comprising a bridge,
& pluraity of bowed roof wires secured
thercto 1n spaced and parallel relation and a
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ridge wire connecting the roof wires and
holding them in their spaced relation.

6. In a hive connector, a base, and a series
of independent parallel bowed wires form
ing a roof thereover and having their ter-
minals secured to the respective opposite
side portions of the base, the base having
end portions which project beyond the out
ermost wires so as to form supports for pro

jectlon 1nto the entrances of two adjacent 10
hives.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

. WALTER E. CREASKE.

Witnesses:

Apa K. Hacrrry,

J. A. MiLLDR.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D, C.”




