G. B. BiGGS,

BEEHIVE ATTACHMENT,
APPLICATION FILED MAR. 5, 1920.

N

WITNESSES

"
N

|

WMMMM N
W A A e A A e g s

/

M“\““\““\““‘M‘\h‘hﬁ T T T

7z <

Patented Nov. 2, 1920.

¥ 3

L5

INVENTOR




10

15

20

L
(A

33

490

8 J

55

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE B. RIGGS, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

BEEHIVE ATTACHMENT,

1 357.832.

Specification of Letters Patendt.

Patented Nov. 2, 1920,

Application filed March 5, 1920, Serial No. 363,382.

1o alf whrom ¢ may CoONCern.

Be it known that I, Groree B. Bicas, a
dtizen of the Uniled States, residing at
Baliimore, “tate of Maryland, have mvente:l
ney ana aseiul fmprovements in 13

eehin e

Wiiachments, of which the following 1s a
suecification.

Th's invention relates to an attachment
‘or bee hives and the principal object of the
invention is to provide a false bottom for the
hive which is provided with means whereby
2 zigzag passage 1s formed which extends
from the entrance to the body of the hive,
the horizontal portions of the passage being
of approximately the length of the interior

ol the hive. | o
The purpose of the invention is to keep

theinterior of the hive warm in cold weather
by preventing cold winds irom blowing
into the hive through the entrance open-
ng.

%_Lnother object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a door which may be removed in warm
weather Lo permit the bees a direct entrance
{o the hive without using the zigzag pas-
sa.ge.

%tﬂl another object of the invention is to
provide a ventilating opening in the false
bottom so as to afford ventilation to the hive
if the envrance opening should be closed by
SNOW OT 1ce.

This invention also consists In certain
other features of construction and in the
combination and arrangement of the several
parts,to be hereinalter Tully described, 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawings and
specifically pointed out in the appended
claima.

Tn describing my invention in detail, rei-
erence will be had to the accompanying
drawings wherein like characters denote like
or corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views, and in which :—

Figure 1 is a view c{ a hive equipped with
my invention, the lower part being broken
away 1o show the interior constiuction

Fig. 2 is a transverse section.

Fig. 8 is a front view of the atiachment.

In these views 1 indicates the body of the
hive,2 the bottom board thereof and 3 indi-
cates the attachment, which acts as a false
bottom for the hive. This attachment 1s
formed of the side walls 4 and the upper
and lower bottoms 5 and 6. A space 7 is left
at the rear edge of the lower bottom and a
space 8 at the front edge at the upper bot-

tom, the two botltoms being spaced apart as
shown.

A baflle strip 5" 1s located 1n a recess
formed 1 the front upper edge of the frame
ana is locatea above tne space 8. Thus sbrip
hag ils under face beveled as shown and sad
strip acts to deflect the air passing through
said space 8 from the passageway and also
as a shelf to prevent dead bees from drop-
ping into said space 8 and thus choking up
the passageway. I prefer to make the free
ends of the bottoms 5 and 6 of rounded form
as shown 1n Fig. 1.

Tt will thus be seen that when the attach-
ment is in place the bees will enter the usual
entrance opening 9 and pass into the space
between the main bottom and the lower bot
tom 5. From this space they pass through
the opening 7 into the space between the
upper and lower boitoms and pass along this
space to the front of the attachmenti and
{rom this space they pass through the open-
ing 8 into the body of the hive. These long
horizontal passages connected together by
the small openings 7 and 8 will prevent the
entrance of cold air into the body of the
hive from the entrance opening.

In order to render it unnecessary (o re
move the attachment in warm weather [
form an opening 10 in the front wall of the
attechment so that the bees may passthrough
*his opening into the space above the upper
botiom and thus direetly into the hive. In
cold weather this opening is closed by the
door 11, which is held in place by any suit-
able means.

This door also permiis a bee-keeper to
1emove dead bees from the upper and lower
hottoms as he may remove this door and
scrape the. dead bees from the two plates by
means ol a stick or the lhike.

In order to prevent the bees from being
suffocated if the entrance opening should
hecome blocked by snow or ice I provide a
ventilating hole 12 in the side of the attach
ment, said opening being inclined and hav
ing its upper end communicating with the
space above the upper bottom. ‘Ihe outer
end of this opening is covered by a shield
13. I provide a large hole 14 which passes
downwardly through the upper edge of the
side wall of the attachment and has itslower
end communicating with said hole 12, this
hole acting to check the stream of air pass-
ing through the ventilating hole 12.

It will thus be seen that the attachment
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can be easily and quickly placed in positionsThive, said false bottom comprising a frame,
without changing the hive in any way. It® a pair of spaced horizontal plates carried by

1s stmply necessary to lift the boay of the
hive oftf the boltom plate, place the attach
ment on sald bottom plate and then place the
body of the hive on the attachment. Dur
ing warm weather the door is left open so
thal the bees can pass directly chrough the
opening 10 into the body of the hive withou
using the zigzag passage. When cold
weather sets 1n the door 1s placed in posi-
tion so as to compel the bees to pass through
the long zigzag passageway, this passage
way preventing the entrance of cold a1z,

1t 15 thought from the {oregoing descrip
tion that the advantages aad novel featurves
of my mvention will be readily apparent.

I desire 1t to be understood that I may
make changes in the construction and in the
combination and arrangement ol the severa:
parts, provided thai such changes [all with
1in the scope of the appended claims.

What I claim 15 :—

1. In combination with a bee hive, a falso
bottom for the same compiising a frame, a
pair of bottom plates therein svaced avay
and the bottom plate having an opening in
its rear end and the top plate haviag an
opening in 1ts iront end.

2. In combination with a bee hive, a false
bottom therefor placed Letween the bottom
plate and body of the hive and comprising o
frame, 2 pair of spaced hettom plates ea:
ried by the frame, the lower plate having
an opening in its rear end and the top plate
having an opening in its front end, a door
opening 1n the front of the frame communi
cating with the space above the top plate
and & door for closing said opening.

3. In combination with a bee hive, a false
bottom therefor adapted to be placed be

N ]

tween the bottom plate and the body of the

the frame, the lower plate having an open
Ang in 1ts rear cnd and the upper plate hav-

Ang an opening ia 1ts front end, said frame

having an opeaing in its front communicat
g with tbe space above the upper plate, a
door Tor closing said opening and the side
of the irame having a ventilating opening
thereln commuuicating with the space above
the lop piate and a shield for the outer end
0. sald opening.

4, In combination with a bee hive, a false
bottom therefor adapted to be placed Le
tween the bottom plate and the body of the
hive, sald false boltom comprising a frame,
a palr of spaced horizontal plates carried by
the frame, the lower plate having an open
g 1n 1ts rear end and the upper plate hav
1ng an opening in its front end, said [rame
having an opening in its front communicat
g with the space above the upper plate, a
door ror closing said opening and the side
of the frame having a ventilating opening
therein communicating with the space above
the top plate, a shield for the outer end of
sa1d opemung and said frame having a large
opening extending downwardly through the
upper edge of the frame with its lower end
communicacing with the ventilating open
Ing.

5. In combination with a bee hive, a false
bolltom for the same comprising a frame, a
pair ol bottom plates therein spaced apart
and the bottom plate having an opening at
its rear end and the vop plate having an
opening m 1its front end and a baffle plate
and shelt above the {ront opening.

In testimony svhereof I aflix my signa-
ture.

GEORGE B. BIGGS.
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