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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Frevericx L.
Nirscu and AvcosTt Merkr, citizens of the
United States, residing at Syracuse, in the
county of Onondaga and State of New
York, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Entrance for Beehives, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention has for its object an en-
trance for bee hives and particularly a win-
ter entrance which is particularly simple
in construction, economical in manufactare
readily applied to the hive and highly effi-
cient and durable in use.

In describing this invention, reference is
had to the accompanying drawings in which
like characters  designate corresponding
parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my en-
trance showing the same applied to a hive
which is shown fragmentarily.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view on
line 2—2, Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is an inverted plan view of this en-
trance.

Figs. 4 and 5 are enlarged sectional views
on lines 4—4, 5—5, Fig, 3.

Fig. 6 is a rear elevation of this entrance.

This invention comprises generally, a
housing
front and rear walls formed with openings
or slots therethrough, the openings of the
inner wall being arranged out of alinement
with those of the outer wall and also com-
municating with the entrance slot of the
hive.

1 designates the hive which may be of
any suitable form, size and construction,
it including a box resting upon a suitable
base 2 and having an entrance slot 3 at the
lower edge of one of its sides.

4 designates the winter entrance which
is in the form of a housing or box quad-
rangular in cross section and having a top
wall 5, front and rear walls 6, 7, and end
walls 8, the top wall inclining downwardly
from the rear wall toward the front wall,

Preferably, the entrance openings of this
housing are provided in the front and rear
walls 6, 7 and usually the front wall is
formed with a central entrance slot 9 and
the rear wall with slots toward the ends
thereof, these slots 10 being alined with the
end portions of the entrance 3 of the hive.

Preferably, the housing is formed from
a blank of sheet metal and the top consti-
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tutes the body of the blank and the front
and rear walls 6, 7 and end walls 8 are flaps
bent downwardly, at an angle to the body.

The entrance 6 of the front wall is formed
by slotting said front wall to form a flap
11 which 1s bent upwardly to form a cover
for the slot 9.

In use, the entrance is mounted on the
base 2 between the sides of the base, the end
walls 8 being sprung outwardly far enough
to engage the sides of the base and fric-
tionally hold the entrance in position,

This entrance is particularly advan-
tageous In that owing to the arrangement
of the openings 9, 10 the bees are protected
in cold weather from drafts and snow and
furthermore this arrangement prevents rob-
bing, or rather makes the defense of the
hive by the bees easy against a robber
swarm.

Furthermore, the arrangement of the
slots 10 at points spaced apart compels the
bees to feed from two different points so
that they are always progressing into their
winter feed and hence the dager of starving
is small, it being understood that the habif
of the bec is to feed outwardly from the
center and that after they have reached the
limit in one direction from the center, they
are unable in winter to move fast enough to
the other side of the hive before they die of
starvation. Hence Ly the arrangement of
the slots 10 at two points the bees will al-
ways progress in one direction and will not
be compelled to retrace their steps as in
hives in which the entrance is centrally lo-
cated.

What we claim is:

1. An entrance for bee hives comprising
a housing in the general form of a quad-
rangle in cross section and being folded
from a blank to have top, front, rear and
end walls, the top wall forming the body
and the front, rear and end walls being
flaps bent downwardly at an angle to the
body, the front and rear walls being formed
with passages therethrough, substantially
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of a bee hive having
an elongated entrance slot at the bottom
thereof, of an entrance comprising a hous-
ing extending along said slot and including
a top, front and rear and end walls, the
front wall being formed with a central en-
trance slot and the rear wall being formed
near its ends with slots communicating with
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the slot of thie hive, the slots of the front
and rear walls of the entrance being out of
alinement, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described. .

3. An entrance for bee hives comprising
a housing in the general form of a quad-
rangle in cross section folded from a blank
to have a downwardly inclined .top, and
front, rear and end walls; the inclined top
forming a body and the front, rear and end
walls being flaps bent downwardly at an

angle to the body, the front and rear walls
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being formed with openings therethrough,
and the portion of the front wall displaced
to form the opening therein being-bent up-
wardly to form a canopy or cover for the
opening in the front wall, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto
signed our.names at Syracuse, in the county
of Onondaga, and State of New York, this
15th day of August, 1919. - L

7 TREDERICK L. NITSCH.
AUGUST MEIER. ‘
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