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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Warter E. Creask,
a citizen of the- United States, residing at
Kast Greenwich, in the county of Kent and
State of Rhode Island, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Beehives, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in bechives and the
main object of the same is to provide a hive
with a plurality of separate compartments
each for containing a queen bee, the swarm
of worker-bees, and the brood cells or comb.

The invention further resides in the pro-
vision of means whereby two or more queen
bees may be located in one hive which re-
sults in the building up of strong swarms of
worker-bees and consequently an increased
production of honey.

Further the invention resides in the fea-
tures of comstruction hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being made to the
accompanying drawing wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, in frag-
ment, of a beehive embodying the present
invention, and

Tig. 2 1s a perspective view of one of the
cages or compartments.

Referring more in detail to the drawing,
the numeral 1 designates the beehive having
ledges 2 along two opposite edges for sus-
pending the cages or compartments 3’ there-
from. Rach cage comprises a frame work
8 of heavy wire which is covered by a wire
mesh 4, and both the frame and wire are
secured to the bars or supports 6 that extend
slightly beyond the cage at each end for
seating on the ledges 2 and thereby holding
the cages in proper position. A removable
top, consisting of a rectangular frame 7 and
a foraminous filler 8, fits between the two
supports 6 in close contact with the upper
edge of the cage.

Within the cage at a predetermined dis-
tance below the top are two transverse sup-
ports 9 from which the brood combs 10 are

suspended by the strips 11. These brood
combs are spaced sufficiently far apart and
the cages are supported at a distance from
the bottom and sides of the hive walls so
that the bees will have free access to pass up-
wardly between the cages to the storage su-
pers that are located above the brood cham-
ber.

The wire covering is of such a mesh that
the queen bee cannot pass out but the
worker-bees, being smaller bodied, can freely
enter- to supply the queen and the brood
with the necessary food. This provision
permits the housing of a plurality of queens
in a single hive, thereby producing strong
swarms of worker-bees and materially ‘in-
creasing the production of honey.  Ob-
viously, the shape and form of the cages
can be varied and accomplish the same ob ject
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

In combination with a beehive having op-
posed ledges, a cage composed of a pair of
spaced side bars formed to seat at their ends
on said ledges, a frame having a foraminous
covering secured to the bars and depending
therefrom, transverse bars secured to the
frame and within the covering and extend-
ing transversely of the side bars, strips car-
rying brood combs supported at their ends
on the transverse bars, and a removable top
for the cage consisting of a rectangular
frame having a mesh filler fitted in the space
between the side bars of the cage so as to be
held in position by the side bars of the cage.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses:

WALTER E. CREASE,

Witnesses:
Brssie P. Toomer,

J. A. Muarr,
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