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Lo oll whom it may ccncern :

Be 1t known that I, Jonx B. Corrair. a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Montecito, in the county of Santa Barbara
and State of Californ.a. have invented new
and useful Tmprovements in Beehive Hood
and Condition Indicators, ol which the fol
lowing 18 a specification.

This invention relates to an apiarist’s ap
paratus, and more particularly to an attach
ment to hives of the box form.

It is an object of the present invention to
provide a device for facilitating the record
keeping of a colony ol bees. and to provida
1 cdevice applicable to a bechive and which
mclodes a case for ho ding record formine
paraphernalia and which also forms a pro
tecting hood from rain and sun in front of
the beehive entrance.

Another object is to provide an attach-
ment mcluding a sanitary, ventilated alight
ing board or bee landing. A\ further object
1s to vrovide an attachment or device com
bined with a beehive in such manner as to
form a receiver for any convenient and
stittable form of hee tran applicable to the
tront of the hive for catching the bees. An-
other ohject is to provide means for holding
an apphed bee trap snugly in position to
prevent accicdental dislodgment.

A further object is to provide a means
to which may be readilv attached a re-
movable tae or symhol device for indicating
the number, name and other data, as for
instance the condition of the hive, so that
the desired information can be readily ob-
tatned without necessitating interior exam-
mation of the hive,

A broad object of the invention consists
m providing a record keeping apparatus
capable of being used for giving various de-
talls of information as to a beehive or col
ony, and which consists of elements selec
tively serviceable and adapted to be ar-
ranged upon the hive in a conspicuous man-
ner so that the attendant may readily attend
to the hives as may be indicated according
to the aiven sclected and set symbol num
bers.

Other objects will be made manifest in
the following specification of an embodi
ment of the mmvention illustrated in the ac
companying drawings, in which

Figure 1 is a perspective of a conven

L

tional form of beehive showing the pro-

Serial No. 576,578.

tecting hood
thercto.,

Fig. 2 is a plan of the hood showing 1ts
cover opened to disclose the record keeping
apparatus.

Fie. 3 is a vertical cross section through
the upper part of the hood showing details
ol counstruction.

Ifig. 4 is a perspective of one of the SVS
tem devices being a number plate.

Fig. 5 is a perspective illustrating dia
erammatically a conventional form of the
trap.

KFig. 6 is a detail sectional view illustrat
g the arrangement of the trap below the
hood and showing its fastening device.

The extensive industry relative to bee
erowing and honey producing has devel
oped the necessity of providing a stmple,
practicable, inexpensive and ample form of
apparatus for providing for the efficient
management and maintaining of a colony
or colonies of bees. Apiarists have now reo
duced bee keeping to a scientific basis and
frequently the apiarists have extensive col
onies requiring several attendants. To that
end. my invention involveg the provision of
means itor facilitating the proper, prompt
and requisite service according to the var
1ous individual hives and colonies in an es
tablishment. T that end, I provide a set
of record keeping devices forming condi
tion and index symbols which may be char
acterized in various manners. For instance,
by my system a series of substantial and pref
erably metal symbol members 2 are utilized,
and certain of these members may consti-
tute index guides as alphabeticallv charac-
terized members 2* and the numeral members
2%, s0 that 1t 1s possible by the utilization of
a relatively small number of the symbol
members to provide for a very great range nf
service, as {or instance in order to keep down
the number of parts after a colony or beeliva
hacl been given the index 999, instead of ad
ding an additional digit for the thousand. an
alphabetic series may then be started as for
utilizing A as a prefex to the indexing svs
tem of number, as shown in Fig. 1, by serial
members “A*’. From this it will be seen
that by providing a suitable number of the
alphabetic index members and a suitable
number of the number members, great
range 1s provided for numerically identify-
1ng the colonies.

and symbol support attached
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Further, my present system includes the
provision of a number of symbol mempbers
o which may be variously colored or other
wise characterized, and each may stand for
a given condition or state of the beehive or
colon: as is indicated by the (ollowing
red, blue, black, pink, sky blue, green, or
ange, yellow, gray, brown, white.

Each of these colored symbol members 2°
would have its iespective value in a de-
scriptive condition system as for instance
would be shown by a key card K and which
is provided with the following data:

Red American foul brood.
Blue Buropean foul broosi.
Black colony dead.
Pink strong  colony.
Sky blue short oi stores.
Green prenaring to swarm.
Orange requeen.
Yellow moth infected.
Gray laying worker.
Brown honey bound.
White . K.

To readily apply the condition and Index
members to any given colony :nd hive, I
have provided an attachrent, o1 cdevice
which may be constructed iaitially with the
hive, for holding such of the wmdex niembers
as may be desired immediately al each of
the hives so that the manager and usslst
ants, according o his predetermined dulies,
can quickly ascertain the condition of the
hive by examination thereof and then st
or adjust the necessary symbol members in
consplcuous position at the hive.

To {hat end, the inveniicn Involves a
hood like structure having a rooi plate 10,
to the transverse ends of which there are
movably and preferably hingedly con
nected at 11 side pancls or plates 12, these
being of such form as to be applicable
over the lower portion of the ironi cor
pers of the hive H, as clearly shown in
Fig. 1. To facilitate atlachment of the de
vice, screws 13, or other headed device, can
he driven into the bottom B of the hive, and
over these will be passed the edges of slots
122 provided in the lower portion of each of
the end panels 12. The slots 12* are preter
ably disposed obliquely as to the plane of the
bottom B and thus form hook like fasten-
ine means when engaging the screws 13.
The upper edges of the end panels 12, when
the latter are applied, preferably extend

‘downwardly and forwvardly so as to hold the

hood or top plate 10 in an inclined position
so as to shed rain forwardly and down
wardly into a longitudinal gutter 14 along
the front eave of the hood. To prevent the
accumulation of an undesirable degree ot
heat below the hood 10 any heat insulating
medium may he applied thereto, as an 1n-
sulating board 15 shown in Fig. 3.
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To provide for the convenient attachment
and secure holding of the various symbol
members 2, the upper portion of the hood
10 is provided with a longitudinally ex
tending guideway or channel 16 to receive
the flanges 27 provided on the bottom of the
nempers 2, so that these latter may be Leld
in substantially applied position in front of
{he beehive to be conspicuously disclosed.

For convenience and for time saving and
labor saving, and alse for the purpose of
reducing the possibility o1 loss of the vari
ous svinbol members, there 1s provided upon
the top of the hood 10 a receiver which mav
consist of a shallow longitudinally extend
no o, 17 which is provided with a cover
-8 preferably hinged a'ong the front edge
of {he hood as at 19. The box walls project
upwardly and the cover is provided with a
marginal flange adapted to close down over
the wall of the box so as to make a substan
tinllv rain proof receiver in which may be
retained a record manifold hook R which
provides for the cntry of a record afier mn
spection by the inspector of the bee hive.
One copy of a 1ecord on a given dete 1s
le™, in the receiver on top of the hood. and
another copy is taken to the ofiice of the
wpiarist for permanent recovc. It will be
seen that this provides for a record, aifer
each inspection, being kept immeciately at
cach bechive or colony, and a record being
kept in a permanent file in the oflice.

Contained in the 1cceiver is also a series
of the index members 2¢ and 2°. There
i also maintained within the receivers o
ot of the condition svmbol members 2°
so that as scon as an inspection has been
made of the hive, the proper condition sym
Lol 9¢ is selected and arianged as 18 shown
in Wig. 1. the selected «vmbol, 1n this case,
being white and iadicating O. K. condition.
The meaning of each of the condition sym
hols is veadily ascertaineq hy reierence to
the guiﬂ@ or ](Pjr card I"“:ﬂ and this 1s Die
erably securelv attached to a portion »f the
device, as for instance by heing mounted in
2 holder wwhich consists of a transparvent
window or coivering piece 20 nroiided con
veniently on the inside of the hinged
cover 18.

Tt will be seen that when the cover 1s
open, the contents of the recelver are fully
exposed and are conventently accessible, and
for convenience n pencil helder and peneil
21 are provided in the receptacle.

Another featare of the invention resicles
in the provision of a ventilated and sani
tary form of alighting plane or bee land
ing. and this I provide in the form of a
qubstantial frame 23 carrying a sheet of
foraminous wmaterial, such os a piece of
woven screen. 24 of suitable mesh. This
landine is adapted to be readily applied to
the hood when the latter 1s unfolded and
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aitached to the hechive as shown in Fig. 1.
he irame 23 is provided with end pintlies
20, anc these are adapted to be pessed into
apertiies 26 provide therefor in the end
vanels 12 and thus provide for {he a1ranece
mient of the hee 'anding 24 in a posilion in
onu of the Lip of the bhoitom B aboye
“hich is provided the hive opening . This
form of bee landing provides for the ample
sentilation of  the suljacent platform or
situcture upon which the hive mayv be ar
tanged.  This is desizable since, i a solid
or neoelforate bee lending is utilized, the
lower suitaces thercot and adjacent thereio
will become mildevwed and damp and un-
cantary and resull in illness and death of
the bees.

It 15 often desitable to trap a portion
or all of the bees in 2 given hive, and in
sich case 1t is usta’ 1o apply a tiap, a
rorm of which is conventionally illustrated
or 1, In gl 5, and is applied over the
openming O ot the bive <0 as *o catch the
hees.  To accommocate such (ievice, the
present mmvention shovs one of the panels
12 as being provided wi‘h an end gate 127
which may be lifted {0 pro-ide 10r the in-
sertion of the tran T  To hold the {rap
in place, there is provided a brace 28 which
s foldably connected at 29 so as o be
swung to an upwaidly extending position
as shown in Fig. 6 to engage and prop up
Jhe anplied trap T

‘n my compenicn application &, N. 576,
74 Gled the 22nd day of July, 1922, there
s «hown an adjustable entrance closure, and
to permit of the application of such closure
to the hive 'l of the present adaptation, ore
of the end panels is provided with a small
door or gate 12° which may be opened to per-
mit the insertion of tue above mentionad
cntrence closure.

1% will be seen that my invention provides

=

for “he removal of a hive rearwardly from
As hettom board and enables the application
of another hive without removing or dis
monnting the covering hood.

Further embodiments, modifications and
chenges may be resorted to within the spirit
of the mmvenilon as here claimed.

What 1s claimed is:

1. A protecting device for beehives, in
cluding a hood attachable to the fioni of
a hive {o overhang the hive entrance. the
hood having a hollow roof, the upper DOT-
tion of which is movable to provide accoss
to the chamber within the roof.

2. -\ protecting cevice Tor beehives, in
cluching a hood aitachable 4o the front of
a hive to overhang the hive entrance and
having end panels, the end pancls having
slots to set over suppoiting shanks vnrovid
ed therefor.

3. A protecting device for beehives, in
cluding & hood atiachable to the front of g
hive to overhang the hive entrance and hav
g end panels, one of the end panels hay
ing an oxening for the insertion of a bee
trap.

4. A protecting device for beehives, 1n
cluding a hood attachable to the Ffronl of
a hive to overhang the hive entrance and
having end panels, one of the end pa els
having an opening for the insertion of a
bee trap, and a foldable prop ‘o bracing
the applied trap.

5. In combination with a beechive, a for
aminous bee landine throush which luht
and air may pass, aind a hood having end
pane’s to which said landing is foldably
attached to be extended outwardly in front
ol the hood.

In testimony whereof T have signed my

name 1o this specification.

JOIIN B, COTTAM,
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