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This invention relates to queen bee intro-
ducing cages and apparatus used by queen

bee. bleeders and apiarists and has for its

1)1111011)‘11 object to provide a more positive
meang of intr oducmo queen bees into the hive
or colony.

" The positive introduction of the’ queen bee .

into the hive or colony is accomplished with

thls cage through a novel construction of.

the passage ways; these passage .ways are

filled with queen cage mndy which the bees

~ have to remove bef01e gaining access to the
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cage or allowing the queen bee her liberty.

into the hive. By making one of the passage
Wways shorter. th‘m the other,‘ and interposing
g queen excluder between the short passage

way and the cage, the bees of the colony eat
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away the candy in the short passage way
and are able to pass into the cage with the
queen bee, but the queen bee can not as yet

escape,: she is still. held prisoner until the bees.

of the colony have emptied the long passage
way of candy. From the time the bees gain
access to the cage Lhrough the short passage
way- and- ezcluder until they release the
queen through the long passage way a con-
tinual procession of bees are entering and

- leaving the cage carrying the odor of the
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- the same odor as the hive or colony and is

hive to the queen as well as feeding her, so
by the time she is released she has acquired

accepted by the colony as one of their
number.

A: fuither object of the 1nvent10n ig to pro-
vide an introducing cage that can be more

“easily and eﬁ"ectively sterilized thus prevent-

" ing the spread of infectious diseases.
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A still further object of the invention is
to provide an introdueing cage in which the
passage ways may be more readilv filled with
queen cage candy, and a cage of more durable
“and neat construction.

With these, and other objects in view, as
will more fully hereinafter appear; the in-
vention consists in certain novel features of

construction hereinafter fully described, il--

lustrated in the -accompanying dla\vmgs,
and particularly pointed out in the appended
claims; it being understood that various
changes in the “form of, proportions, size
and minor details of the structure may -be
made without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-

" vention.

In the accompanymg drawings Figure 1
isa v1eW of the introducing cage with the

Seriai -N6 83, 7’62 :

dover- removed, showi Ing the armnoement of
the’ passage ways in accmdance Wlth the in-
vention. Mention is made here howev er, and
it is understood that the relative positions

of the passage ways to each other or to the

queen cage niay be varied or changed with-
out departno from the principle of the in-
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vention or aﬁeﬂtmo the satisfactory. working

of same.

Fioule shows the cover-for the cage and
the method devised to support ‘the cage be-
tween the combs or frames of the hlVG

lurrvl’e 3. .shows thn cage and cover as-
sembled and placed in the relative position

-for the easy introduction of the queen bee.

Similar numerals of reference are em-
ployed- to indicate corresponding parts
throughout the several figures of the- lraW-
ings. -

'lhc queen bee mtzo\luclno cage ‘here de-
scribed comprlses for its prmmpal parts, a
cage portion 4, Figure 1, two Ppassage ways
5 and 8, plefembly one twme as long as
the other, and the shorter one 5 termmatln(r
or paltmlly closed at the inner "end with an
excluder having a hole -7 that the worker
bees can ‘just pass through, but too small
to- allow the queen bee to pass through.

The longeér passage way 6 should be of such =

shape and size as to allow the queen bee as
well as the worker bees to readily make their
way in or out.
is intended to hold the queen bee is per-
forated as shown at 8 for the purpose of ven-
tilation and to allow the bees in the hive to
feed the queen bee through the perforations.

The cover for the cage, Figure 2, is pref-.
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The cage portion 4 which .
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erably arranged to slidé on and off the cags -

as shown and clearly set forth in Figure g
It is not deemed necessary for the cover 2
to completely surrcund the cage 4, but the
sides are tmned under qnfﬁuen*ly to hold
the cover in place. This also makes it nec-

“essary to slide the cover off the cage to re-
move it which works. out in aceordance with

the invention. Perforations in the cover are
also shown at 8, which. is considered advis-
able as it will add to the ventilation of the'
cage. .

A button 9, shown in Flgurc 2, is provided
to support the cage between the combs or
frames in- the hive.
pivoted at 10, Figure 2, so that it may be
turned parallel to the sides of the cage as
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The button 9, is also -

shown by the dotted lines, and be out of -

the way for convenience in handling.
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The holes 11 and 12, shown in Figures 1
and - 2 respectively, provide an opening
through which the queen bee may be safely
placed into. the cage. - These holes are so
paced in the cover and in the cage that it
is necessary to slide the cover partly off the
cage until the holes coincide as shown in
Figure 3, thus forming an opening. ~ The
holes 11 and 12 are likewise closed by slid-
ing the cover baclk to normal position shown
by dotted lines.

It will be further seen let by removing
the cover 2 from-the cage 1, the passage
ways may readily be filled with queen cage
andy, and likewise at any tiune should the
qandy become too hard for the bees to gnaw
out, 1t may be easily removed.

It is further stated that it is preferable to
make the introducing queen cage of metal or
other material that will stand the action of
boiling water or sterilizing chemicals, such
as are used for that purpose, without being
damaged  or- being made unfit for further
use. ‘

In consideration of the . foregoing  and
other merits of this queen bee shlppmnr and
introducing cage;

I claim as 1ollows, ‘

1. A ‘shipping and mtroduun(r cage - for
queen bees comprising a body portlon and
a cover ‘therefor, the body. portion pro-
vided with partition members defining two
passageways of unequal’ length oxtuldmw
from the inside of the cage to the outs1de,
and that part of the partition member de-
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fining the inside end of the shorter passage-
way havmo a queen excluding perforation
therethrou wh

2. A s]uppmg zmd introducing cage for
queen beeés comprising a body portlon pro-
vided with partition members defining two
passageways of unequal length providing
communication between ‘the inside of the

cage. and’the outside, the partition member
dehmnn the shorter passageway havmw a
quoen c\clu(lmg perforation at its inner end
which permits of the passage of worker bees.
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8. A shiy pping and introducing cage for.

queen bees comprising a body pmlu)n hawv-
ing ventilating holes. therethrough and a
.dldmrv cover for the age having Venm‘ltmg
holes thordlucmgh, the body portion having

a hole in ‘the side thereof and the cover-

having a hole in the side thereof and means
whereby the-cover may be slid on the body
portion so. that the holes will coincide to
nmhc an opening into the cage. ‘

. A shipping and mtroduun(r cage for
queon bees comprising a body portlou ]xavmnf
ventilating holes 11101ethlounh, a cover for
the “cage having ventilating holes  there-
ﬂuouol
cage Tetween the combs in the hive and
means pivotally mounting ‘the button whm e-
by it may be turned par d]ld with the sides

of the cage.-

In tutlmonv that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-

ture,
ROY.CLIFTON MARKS.

and a button for suppmtmo the
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