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This invention relates to a process of pack

g and wrapping comb honey and an object

of the invention is the provision ol a new

and improved process for preparing comb
5 honey in merchantable formn which consists
1n cutting already prepared honey combs 1nto
blocks or squares of the desired shape or
weight, then sealing the severed cells result
g irom the cutting operation by an appro-
priate sealing agency, and then enclosing the
article in a suitable container for marketing
or shipping.

In the production of comb honey 1t has
heretofore been the practice to use wooden
frames of a comparatively small size, and
the comb honey produced is handled and mar
keted in the original frames. The usual
{rame employed for this purpose is approxi-
matery 4’7 square and this size has been
adopted inasmuch as the comb honey pro-
duced in the frame weighs in the neigh-
borhood of a pound. The process employed
1m the present invention represents a distinct
aeparture from the aforementioned method in
that the comb honey is preferably produced
in relatively large blocks or squares. This
is of considerable advantage from the bee-
keepers’ standpeint by reason of the iact
that bees will produce more honey when not
restricted to a small area of production. It
has furthermore been customary when pre-
paring comb honey for the market otherwise
than in the individual frames above referred
{0, to prepare the honey to be contained 1n
bottles or jars and an important object of
the present invention is the substitution of
comb honey in its original form as a mar-
ketable article, thus preserving the original
{lavor and richness which are sacrificed to
some extent when the honey is reduced to a
fluid state.

Other objects will appear hereinaiter.

The invention consists in the combinations

and arrangements of paits hereinafter de-

scribed and claimed.

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification, and 1n
which :

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an embodiment of
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{he present process with a view of the honey
comb cells indicated in the figure;

Fig. 2 is a plaa view of the two adjoining
cdges of a block of comb honey following the
severing operation;

Kig. 8 is a plan view of one of the severed
blocks of honey resulting from the practice
of the present 1nvention;

Fig. 4 is an edge view of a severed block
of honey indicating the application o1 the
sealing agency with a portion broken away
.o indicate the original severed cells;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a block of
honey as prepared in accordance with the
preseni invention after insertion and wrap-
ping in a suitable container; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a block of
boney prepared by the present process
mounted upon a wooden base for shipping
pUrposes.

As illustrated in the drawings, the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention incor-
porates the provision of a comparatively
Jlarge frame within which the bees work and
produce the honey, designated by the num
eral 9. The frame 9 is lined in the usual
manner to instigate production of honey
by the bees and the present process is em-
ployed after a complete {rame has been filled
with comb honey. Subsequent to this pro-
duction of the comb honey by the bees a
comparatively large block of honey 1s cut
into the desired sizes. Fig. 2 indicates the
appearance oi two adjacent edges following
the severing operation, and in order to pre-
pare the separated blocks for packing and
shipping, a step in the process of the present
invention resides in coating and covering the
edge of the individual block of honey with
o suitable sealing agency which 1n the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention consists
of melted beeswax. Thus, two adjacent
edges 10 and 11 are coated with a sealing
material to present the appearance shown
at 12 in Fig. 4, and this operation 1s per-
formed immediately following the severance
of the block in order to prevent loss of the
liquid honey from the severed cells. As
will be noted in Fig. 3, the sides 13 and 14
indicate lines of severance but a slight irreg-
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ularity in the lines of cutiing is immaterial
and unaveidable inasmuch as an important
object is to produce the comb honey 1n indi
vidual blocks of any desired or selected size
or weight. Following the cutting and seal
g operations as above described, each indi-
vidual block of honey is preferably inserted
in a suitable wrapper for merchandising
purposes and 1t has been found materially
advantageous to use a transparent paper
conteiner so that the comb honey in its oriei
nal form may be visible to the purchaser.
In carrying out the process fenestra or glas
sine paper sacks are very suitable in the {inal
wrapp ag and packing overations, and as
shown 1n Hi1g. J, the original seal 15 of the
sack remains intact and following the inser
tion of the separated block of comb honey,
the open end of the sack is folded over as in
dicated at 16 and may be sealed with paraf-
fin or any equivalent preparation.

In the preparing blocks of honey for ship
ping 1n accordance with the present inven
tion 1t is generally advisable to provide a
supperting or reinforcing member and for
this purpose a piece of wood 17, as shown in

I1g. 6, 1s readily adaptable and may be sealed

or connected to a block of honey during the
cell sealing operation above described. Fur
ther, I'1g. 6 indicates the appearance of one
of the individual blecks when finally pre

pared and ready for packing.
1t will thus be seen that by the present
invention 1t is possible to prepare for selling

or shiippiig comb honey in any desirable size,
and by employing dust proof and/or air-
tight packages with the advantageous ob
ject of preserving the honey with its origi-
nal freshness and flavor. Melted beeswax
has been found a very suitable medium for
sealing the edges of the cut blocks inasmuch
as 1t 1s edible and hardens very rapidly,
generally in about two seconds after appli
cation.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred form of construction for carrying
my 1nvention into effect, this is capable of
variation and modification without depait-
g irom the spirit of the invention. 1,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
precise details of construction set forth, but
cesire to avall myself of such variations and
modifications as come within the scope of
tne appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let
ters Patent 1s:

1. The process of wrapping honey which
covsises 1o cutting individual blocks of comb
honey from a larger block, applying a sup
porting base to the individual block, so cut,
and then sealing the severed cells resulting
from the cutting operation to produce indi
vidual blocks of comb honey in merchantable
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form, and wrapping the article in a dust
prooi container.

2. The process of wrapping honey which
consists 1n cutting individual blocks of comb
honey irom a larger block, applying a sup-
porting base to the individual block so cut,
and then sealing the severed cells resulting
from the cutting operation to produce indi
vidual blocks of comb honey in merchanta-
ble torm, and wrapping the article in a trans-
parent paper dust proof container.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
naine to this specification.

KFRVIN H. REIF.
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