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The invention relates to a comb founda-
tion for beehives, and more especially to
what may be termed a wax starter and
pound sections for beehives.

The mnvention comprises a series of frames
of standard size and a wax starter or foun-
dation, these being of a particular construc
tion, so that the latter can be positioned in
the frames without the use of special tools
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on the part of the user, the frames being held
edge to edge in alignment with each other
1n the super of the beehive when the starter
or foundation is placed in said frames,
whereby they will constitute a unit within
the beehive.

An aim of the present invention is the
provision of a starter or foundation, where-
in the same can be made in a single piece
so shaped to engage in one or a series of
frames or pound sections, whereby the series
of connected sections can be easily and con-
venlently placed in the super of the beehive,
while the engagement of the starter or foun-
dation is carried forth without the use of
any special tools or other implements and
avolds a messy, slow or tedious operation
on the part of the user, as the said starter
can be dropped into suitable slots formed in
the upper ends of the respective frames and
on the filling of the latter with honey the
same can be removed as a unit and the
frames separated in their respective pound
sections for the trade.

Another aim of the present invention is
the provision of a frame constituting a
pound comb section, wherein its construc
tion is of the simplest form, avoiding special
make up to accommodate the starter or foun
dation, which can be readily placed therein,
and 1s in the form of a wax strip stamped
or cut out 1n a shape whereby it will effect
a series of foundations or starter for a plu-
rality of Trames, these being united in a row,
so that the latter can be easily and quickly
placed in the super of the beehive.

A further aim of the present invention is
the provision of a starter or toundation,
wherein the requirement of fastening me
diums or the use of special tools or 1mple-
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ments 1s totally avoided, yet the starters or
foundations will be common to the respec-
tive frames of a united row of the saine and
firmly held in proper position therein.

A suill further aim of the present inven-
tion is the provision of a starter or founda.-
tion, wherein by reason of its particular de-
sign or shape the cost of manufacrure is re-
duced to a minimum, and the fitting of the
same 1nto the frames in series is accom-
plished with ease and dispatch, thereby as-
suring economy in beehive culture.

With the foregoing aims or objects and
others in view which will appear as the de-
scription proceeds, the invention resides in
the novel construction, combination and ar.
rangement of parts substantially as herein-
aiter fully described and more particularly
defined by the appended claims, and the pre
ferred embodiment of the invention belng
lustrated in the accompanying drawing.
It is to be understood that changes 1n the
precise embodiment of the herein disclosed
invention may be made as come wilhin the
scope of the claims.

In the accompanying drawing :

Figure 1, is an elevation of the comb
frames or pound sections and starter or
foundation constructed and assembled in
accordance with the invention, several of
the frames and foundation being partly
broken away for the sake of clearness in
showing assemblage.

Figure 2, is a top plan view of the frames
or sections and the foundation therein

Hignre 3, is a fragmentary elevation of a
shightly modified form of starter or founda.

tion, the modification being only in the
shape.

Figure 4, is a view similar to Figure 3,
showing a slight further modification.

Figure 5, is a perspective view of one of
the frames or pound sections constructed in
contormitly with the invention.

Similar ceference characters indicate cor
responding parts throughout the several
views in the drawing.

Refeiring to the drawing in detail, A
designates generally each frame or pound
section which is of standard size, preferably
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having equi-length ends 10, bottom 11, and
top 12, these being joined together 1 any
suitable manner to render the frame a unit
‘1 itself. The frame A, in its walled make
up constitutes no part of the present inven
tion.

Each frame A, in its top 12 and extended
partially into the ends 10, thereof has
formed therein a slot 13, which is of the
required width to accommodate a starter or
toundation hereinafter fully described.

The starter or foundation B, in this man-
ner generally designated, is in the form of a
blank 14, made from wax cut or stamped to
provide an unbroken upper area or edge, 15,
which in its depth is preferably correspond

ik

ing to the extent of the continuations 16, ot
the slot 13. in the ends 10, of the frames.

Protruded or extended from this unbroken
area or edge 15, are equiangular planes 17,
producing alternating equiangular recisions
18, so that the crotch 19, of each of the latter
will bridge or saddle end walls 10, when
adjacent to each other in the arranging of a
series of frames in end abutling relation .o
one another as illustrated in Figure 1, of
the drawing, and the starter or {foundation
B, has been fully inserted in the slots 13,
in the respective frames so arranged.

In carrying out the invention the blank 14,
of wax is rolled or pressed into series of
superposed rudimentary celis 20 and 21, in
aligned groups with opposite sides or faces
alike, this formation being common and well
known, yet it being understood that these
may be altered or varied suitable to the
requirements of the bees and the working
and storing of honey when used 1n the
supers of a beehive. This wax structure
forms the foundation or starter for the bees
(o build the honey cells upon because they
start by depositing upon the faces of sald
cells, which determine for their work the
size of the cells, whether they be worker
cells or drone cells, and with the bee instinct,
honey is deposited according to select1ion.

On inserting the starter or [oundation in
the slots 13, when the series of frames are
brought together as hereinbefore stated, and
the unbroken area or edge of said starter or
foundation is buried in the slots, these
frames and starter or foundation will have
been joined together as a unit for the easy
and convenient placing of the same as such
within the super of a beehive. The starter
or foundation by reason of its construction
and assemblage with the frames enables uni
tary handling and when the frames have
heen filled with honey these can be separatec
with dispatch. The use of special tools for
the placing of the starter or foundation in
the frames is entirely eliminated, and fas-
teners for said starter or foundation dis
pensed with.

In Kigure

3, the foundation or starter C,
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has its blank 22, formed with half circular

or rounded planes 23, and intermediate
notches 24, in conira distinction to the
planes and recisions shown 1n Iigure 1, of
the drawing, and this being the extent oi
the modification in Figure 3, of the same.

In Figure 4, of the drawing, there 1S
shown another modification ot starter or
foundation, wherein the planes 25 are rec-
tangular in form with intervening mitches
96, therebetween, the corners 27, of the
planes being rounded.

What is claimed 1s:

1. The combination of a series of honey
comb frames, each having a slot located
medially of and extending transversely
through the top and a distance into the ends
of the same, and a foundation formed from
o blank having an unbroken area and an
irregular cdge constituting alternate planes
and recisions, the unbroken area being 1n-
seitable in the slots when the frames are
arranged in a row in end abutting relation
{0 each other with the planes protruded into
the respective frames, whereby the latter
and the foundation will be joined as a unit.

9. The combination with a series of
frumes having slotted tops, of a foundation
comprising a wax blank having opposite
faces distoried to present cells and shaped
to provide an unbroken edge and protruding
planes and intermediate recisions, said blank
peing insertable in the slots in the frames
when in abutting end to end relation to each
other to have the planes extend inlo said
frames and the recisions saddling the ends
{hereof! to effect a union between the frames
and foundation.

3. A comb foundation of wax formed
from a single piece having an unbroken up
per poition to be accommodated within the
tops of acjacent comb frames and supported
only from the ends of the latter and also
provided with a depending plane o extend
into said frame.

In testimoney whereof I affix my signa-

ture.
OWEN SMITH.
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