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In apiculture it is of a frequent occasion that
due t0 various conditions such as weather and
growing communities and consequent diminution
of honey productive fields, the bees are unable to
find sufficient nectar not only for the purpose of
creating a surplus of honey but for the purpose
of their normal sustenance as well, In some lo-
calities there may be an appalling lack of nectar
for normal honey production purposes while si-
multaneously in other localities the supply there-
of may be over-abundant. Large apiaries lo-
cated in the suburbs of large cities are eventually
destined for complete destruction due to the grad-
ual growth of the cities and suburbs and ccnse-
quent gradual decrease of the honey producing
fields. In many cases it becomes necessary for
apiculturists to move their apiaries to more out-
lying districts.

Therefore, the principal object of the present
invention is the provision of a vehicle wherein
any number of beehives may be positioned to fa-
cilitate their transportation from the fields of
scarcity into the fields of more abundant supply
of nectar.

A still further object of the present invention
is the provision of a transportable means for bee-
hives which would facilitate apiculture and would
in a great many cases do away with the necessity
of owning land upon which to maintaln beehives,
because by the use of the present device a person
without having a permanent abode or without
owning land upon which to engage in apiculture
may travel from place to place and may conduct
the art of producing honey while travelling.

A still further object of the present invention
is the provision of a beehive which would be most
adaptable in combination with a vehicle.

With the above general objects in view and
others that will appear as the invention is better
understood, the same consists in the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings and pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this appli~
cation, and in which like designating characters
refer to corresponding parts throughout the
several views:

PFig. 1 is a side elevational view of a beehive
transporting vehicle;

Fig. 2 1s an enlarged cross-sectional view on
the horizontal plane of Iline 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 1s an enlarged cross-sectional view on
the horizontal plane of line 3—3 of Fig. 1:

(Cl. 6—12)

Fig. 4 is a transverse cross-sectional view taken
on line 44 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 1s a perspective view of one of the bee-
hives when removed from the vehicle:

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view
through one series of beehives, the view having
been taken on line 6—8 of Fig. 2:

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view through one of
the beehives of another series, the view having
been taken on line T—T7 of Fig. 3: and

Fig, 8 is a cross-sectional view on a horizontal
plane through a number of beehives of one se-
Iries, the view having been taken on line 8—8
of Iig. 4.

Referring in detail to the present drawings
there is shown therein a vehicle of the trailer
type indicated by 10 attached to a truck cah or
a family automobile Il which provides a mo-
tive power for the trailer portion 10.

The trailer portion of the vehicle within which
a plurality of beehives are positioned, includes a.
number ¢f wheels {2 upon which the same is
adapted to travel upon the ground.

The trailer 10 may be made into floors or decks,
the lower deck at its rearward end is provided
with door 13 and steps {4 affording access to the
lower deck of the trailer, while stairway 15 is
provided to afford access to the upper deck of
the trailer.

The lower deck of the trailer includes a longi-
tudinal central passage way 16 and has the re-
sulting side ledges {7, overhanging wheels 12,
upon which ledges a plurality of one series of
beehives are adapted to be positioned.

The trailer further includes a partition wall {8
which constitutes a ceiling for the lower deck and
a floor for the upper deck of the trailer.

Positioned upon ledges {T and upon floor i8
are rows of beehives of one series arranged lon-
gitudinally on each side of the trailer as generally
indicated by 19. Attached to the side walls of
the trailer at the upper portions of the lower and
upper decks of the trailer are beehives of another
series, likewise arranged lengthwise of the trailer
and adjacent the side walls thereof, as generally
indicated by 20 upon Fig. 4.

Referring more specifically fo the beehive rows
19, each beehive used in connection therewith in-
cludes front wall 21, rear wall 22, side walls 23
and bottom wall 24. These walls define a sub-
stantially rectangular bhox-like structure, best
shown on Fig. 5. Portions of side walls 23 adja~
cent the lower ends of said walls are brought for-
ward to define extensions 2%. The bottom wall
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ends of said extensions 25 to define a trough as
seen on Fig. 5. The front wall 21 has its lower
edge resting upon said extensions 2% thus pro-
viding an opening 26. FEach of said beehives 1s
further provided with ledge 27 which is adapted

to rest upon the upper edges of extensions 29.
Thus it will be seen that the front end of hottom

wall 24, said extensions 25 and ledge 21 define &
chute 28 which communicates with the opening
26, both of which afford access to the hive ior
the bees. Chute 28 of each beehive, when posi-
tioned either upon ledge (T or on floor 18, as
the case may be, communicates with a slot 23
made in the side walls of trailer I8 which affords
entrance or egress for the bees into or out of the

hive.
T'ach of the beehives hereinabove described is

further provided with lid 38 with downwardly
depending flange 31 which is adapted to later-
ally overhang the upper edges of walls 21, 22
and 23. Handle 32 on each lid 30 facilitates man-
ual lifting or placing of the lid off or on the hive.

Fach of the said beehives is to contain a plu-
rality of honey comb frames 33, each of which is
suspended by its top upon cleats 34. These
frames 33 may preferably be in transverse rela-
tion with the trailer,

The said beehives of series 19, hereinabove de
scribed, are, in their operative position within
trailer, spaced from each other as is clearly seen
on Figs. 3 and 8. Likewise they are spaced from
the side walls of the trailer. Each of the rows
of the hives of series {2 is further provided with
board 35 which is in spaced relation with the
rear walls of the beehives. The spaces between
the bechives, the spaces defined by the front wall
of the heehive and the trailer wall as well as the
space defined by board 35 and the rear walls of
the beehives are all filled with sawdust 38, [or the
purpose of insulating the hives both from severe
cold as well as high temperature and to preserve
normal and suitable temperature within each of
the hives. Since chute 28 contacts by its mouth
the adjacent wall of the trailer {8 no particles of
sawdust can enter the bechives.

Positioned upon the sawdust in the spaces de-
fined by the front wall 21 and the trailer wall is
a substantially S-shaped angle bar 37T which, by
its raised portion contacts the trailer wall and
by its lower portion contacts the front walls 21
of the beehives and by its shape defines a space
within which the adjacent front portion of flange
31 is adapted to fit.

A similar angle bar 38 is provided at the rear
ends of the beehives and is likewise suitably mold-
ed to define a space between its body vortion and
the adjacent upper end of rear wall 22 for the
purpose of defining the slot within which the
adjacent portion of flange 31 may fit when the
lid is in closed position upon the beehive. Said
angle bar 38 has a downwardly depending lip 39
which overhangs the top edge of board 35, and
constitutes a mounting means for said angle bar
38 upon said board 3% and further provides means
for preventing any sawdust from working 1ts way
or escaping from under said angle bar 38 and
outwardly of the board 33.

For covering the sawdust remaining within the
spaces defined by side walls 23 of the hives are
boards 40 which may extend below the ad]acent
edges of angle bars 371 and 38.

It is understood that boards 35 as well as angle
bars 37T and 38 run the entire length of each of

the rows of beehives of series I9.
The end hives of series 19 adjacent the rear

2,169,858

end of trailer 10 may be enclosed adjacent one
of its side walls by transverse boards 4! trans-
versely positioned between the walls of trailer
and boards 39.

From the hereinabove description it will be seen
that each of the beehives of series 19 is for all
intents and purposes a separate unit, excepting
of course the arrangement of sawdust packing and
means for holding a plurality of said hives in a
rigiqd position with respect to the trailer body,
including boards 25 and angle bars 37 and 38.
This for the purpose that in the event a disease
should set in in any particular hive, the same may
be removed from its relative position with re-
spect to other hives, and destroyed or disin-
fected.

Each deck of trailer 10 is provided with a
series of windows 42 and 43 which are above the
respective hive rows of series |8.

Referring to the series 29 of the beehives the
same are positioned longiludinally of the trailer,
on esch side thereof above windows 42 and 43
and adijacent the upper pcrtions of the lower and
upper decks of the trailer. Each row of series
20 of the hives includes bottom wall 44 and top
wall 45, which are common to all the hives ol
each row of series 20 of the hives. Said bottom
wall 44 and top wall 43 are connected by a
plurality of spaced upright partition walls 456,
and these in turn in conjunction with said hottom
wall 44, top wall 45 and the adjacent side wall
of trailer 10 define individual hives 471. Xach
of said individual hives 4T adjacent the upper
ends of said partition walls 46 have cleats 48

upon which honey coinb frames 49 are suspended. .

These frames 39 are preferably arranged in lon-
oitudinal relation with respect to trailer {9, Kach
of said individual hives 47 is provided with door
50 suspended upon hinges 51 through which ac-

cess is provided to each hive 47 and through

which frames 49 may be placed or removed from
the hive.

In the side walls of trailer 10 a pluralify of
openings 52 is made, one in communication with
each of said hives 41 adjacent the lower end
thereof, for the purpose of providing entrance
and egress for the bees into and out of the hive.

While hives of series 19 are primarily designed
for the purpose of honey making, hives 471 are
designed for bee queen and nucleus raising pur-
POSES.

Closures, common to all the hives or individual
for each of openings 29 or 52 may he provided
for maintaining the beehives closed while trailer
i8 is on the road.

Trailer of the design indicated would have
sufficient space within which various apicultural
equipment may be stored and carried. Likewise
sleeping and living quarters may be provided for
the operator within one or the other deck of the
trailer.

From the hereinabove description it will be
seen that the invention herein disclosed could

provide an excellent livelihood means for any
sociologically inclined person, without an unduly
large original investment and without any large
continuing overhead expense. The invention
herein disclosed may be utilized as an independent
facility for bee and honey raising purposes or the
same may be employed to great advantage in
connection with the established and permanently
located apiaries. A trailer such as herein dis-
closed may be used in connection with small or
large number of hives and fhe same may be of
various types and designs.
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While there is described herein a preferred
embodiment of the present invention, it is never-
theless to be understood that minor changes may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention as claimed.

What I claim as new is:

1, ITn combination with a structure including
a floor and a side wall extending upwardly there-
from, a plurality of beehives arranged in a row
upon said fioor and adjacent said wall, said bee-
hives being in spaced relation with each other and
spaced from said wall, a board extending fron
said floor and in spaced relation with said bee-
hives, packing between the beehives, between the
beehives and said wall and between the said board
and sald beehives, and chutes extending from
the faces of each of said keehives adjacent said
wall and in contact with said wall, said wall being
provided with a plurality of apertures, one in
communication with each of said chutes for af-
fording access for the bees into the beehive.

2. A device for maintaining a plurality of bee-
hives in a relative rigid position comprising a
trough-like structure including a bottom wall and
a2 pair of spaced substantially parallel vertical
walls extending upwardly from said bottom wall,
a plurality of beehives adapted to be positioned
In spaced relation upon said bottom wall and
within said vertical walls, and packing between
said beehives and said two vertical walls for main-
taining said beehives in g rigid relative position
with respect to said bottom wall and said vertical
walls and for providing insulation for said bee-
hives, each of said beehives being provided with
a chute contacting with one of said vertical walls,
sald latter wall being provided with a plurality
of apertures, one in communication with each
of said chutes for affording entrance of the bees
into the beehive.

3. In a vehicle, a beehive positioned there-
within and having its front wall in spaced rela-
tion with one wall of the vehicle, and a chute
extending forwardly from the front wall of said

3

beehive and in contact with the said wall of the
vehicle, a ledge positioned in front of said front
wall and covering the top of said chute, the
sald wall of the vehicle being provided with an
aperture communicating with said chute for af-
fording entrance of the bees to the beehive, and
packing above said ledge and completely filling
the space between said vehicle wall and said front
wall of the beehive,

4. In combination with a structure including a
floor and side wall extending upwardly therefrom,
2 purality of beehives arranged in a row upon
said floor and adiacent said wall, said beehives
Jnaving their side walls in spaced relation with
cach other and their front walls spaced from said
slae wall of the structure, a board extending from
sald floor and iIn spaced relation with the rear
walls of said beehives, and packing disposed be-
tween the adjacent beehives and between the
frent walls of said beehives and said side wall of
the structure and between the rear walls of said
beehives and said board so as to mgaintain said
keehives in a stationary rigid position with respect
t0 said side wall of the structure and said board
and with respect to each other, said side wall
of the structure being provided with a plurality
0f apertures one communicating with each ot
sald bechives for affording access for the hees
thereto.

0. A device for maintaining a plurality of bee-
hives in a relative rigid position comprising 3
trough-like structure including a bottom wall and
a palr of spaced substantially parallel vertical
walls extending upwardly from said bottom wall,
a plurality of beehives positioned in spaced rela-
tion upon said bottom wall and between said
vertical walls, and means for maintaining said
beehives in a rigid stationary position spaced from
said vertical walls and itrom each other, each of
said beehives being provided with a communicat-
ing passage through one of said vertical walls
for affording entrance of the bees to the beehives.

THEODORE TURCHENEKOC.
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