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1

This invention relates to an improved sting-
less beehive, and the primary object of the in-
vention is to provide a more efficient and prac-
tical beehive of this character which the keeper
can “rob” without danger of being stung by
bees and without disturbing the working of the
bees, and wherein waste of unfilled combs 1is
eliminated by making them visible for inspec-
tion before removal from the beehive.

Another important object of the invention is
to provide a more simply constructed and more
easily serviced beehive of the character indi-
cated above which employs transparent jars for
the secondary or honey hives wherein the jars
have covers or lids with holes therein which are
used on the jars while in the beehive and through
whose holes the bees travel from the main hive,
and imperforate lids or covers with which the
perforated covers or lids are replaced upon re-
moval of the jars from the beehive so as to make
the jars ready for market without additional op-
erations.

Other important objects and advantageous fea-
tures of the invention will be apparent from the
following description and the accompanying
drawings, wherein, for present purposes of illus-
tration only, a specific embodiment of the in-
vention is set forth in detail.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation.

Fieure 2 is a transverse vertical section taken
on the line 2—2 of Figure 1.

Pigure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary trans-
verse vertical section taken on the line 3—3 of
Figure 1.

Figures 4 and 5 are enlarged fragmentary
transverse vertical sections taken on the lines
4--4 and 5—5 of Figure 3; and,

Figure 6 1s a view similar to Figure 3 but show-
ing one of the doors in open position and a jar
partially removed from the beehive.

Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein
like numerals, designate like parts throughout
the several views, the illustrated beehive is of
cgenerally rectangular box form, being composed
of a removable top section T resting upon a bot-
tom section 8. The bottorn section § comprises
a bottom wall 9 from which rise end walls i
and side walls if. On the upper ends of the
end walls I8 rest the end walls % of the top
7 which does not have side walls. A top wall 12
ig secured on the upper edges of the oD end
walls 18’. The top wall {2 is preferably overlaid
by a metal sheath 13. The vertical corners of
the lower section 8 formed by the meeting of the
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side walls and end walls are overlaid by metal
bindings (4.
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The side walls {i have upper edges [5 which
are downwardly spaced from the top wall 12 of
the top section 7 and from the upper ends of
the end walls 10 to provide openings affording
access to the interior of the upper section 1 of
the beehive. Longitudinally elongated doors Ib
are provided for the access openings, the lower
edges |71 of the doors being mounted by outside
hinges I8 to come into abutment with the upper
edeges |15 of the side walls 11 when the doors are
in closed position, as shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3.
Hook and eye arrangements 20 which act between
the opposite ends of the doors 16 and the re-
1ated end walls 10’ of the top section 1 provide
for securing the doors in closed position and se-
curing the top section 7 in place on the lower
housing section 8. As shown in Figures 1 to 3,
the upper edges of the side walls Il and the
lower edges of the doors {6 are rabbetted at 21
and 22, respectively, to provide an overlapping
joint when the doors are closed and to prevent
shifting of the top section 7T relative to the bot-
tom section 8.

On a level flush with the upper edges 15 of the
side walls 1l and extending the length of the
beehive, the top section T has floors or floor plates
(8 which are secured to the end walls 10’ and
have laterally inward edges 23 which are In
spaced relation to each other and laterally out-
ward edges 24 which are flush with the laterally
inward sides of the side .walls i so as to be
abutted by the doors 16 in their closed positions.
Secured to the edeges 23 of the floor plates ad-
jacent the space between the floor plates 19 are
vertical longitudinal partition walis or plates 26
which reach to the top wall 12 and are secured
at their ends to the end walls IG’. A spacer
strip 27 is secured between the upper portions
of the partitions 26 to space them and define an
aisle or passageway 28 between the partitions
which is open at its lower end, as indicated at 29,
so as to be in communication with the main
hive chamber 30 in the lower housing section
8 beneath the floor plates 189.

The partition walls 26 are formed with equal-
ly longitudinally spaced holes 31 through the
lower part thereof which provide communication
between the passageway 28 and the laterally out-
ward sides of the partitions 26 above the floor
plates 22. The spaces between the top 12, par-
tition walls 26 and floor plates along opposite
sides of the beehive are taken up by the square
cross section transparent jars 32 which are sep-
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arated for easy removal by transversely aligned
and spaced vertical guide elements in the form
of dowels 33, secured at their upper and lower
ends in the top (2 and floor plates 22, as shown
in the drawings. The jars 32 have reduced

cylindrical threaded necks 34 on which are
adapted to be secured caps, constituting lids or
covers for the jars. The caps include caps (not

shown) having imperforate webs and caps 3%
having webs 36 imperforate except for single
holes 31 which are adapted to be registered with
the holes 31 in the partition walls 26, as shown
in Figure 3, to provide for movement of the bees
(not shown) from the main hive chamber 30,
through the passageway 28, and the holes 31 and
31 into the jars 32. In the jars 32 are placed
pairs of frames 38 having starter combs 383. The
laterally inward sides of the doors 16 are pro-
vided with depending leaf springs 40 arranged to
bear against the outward ends of the jars 32 to
hold their inward capped ends tensioned in en-
gagement with the partition walls 26 when the
doors are in closed position and secured by the
hook and eve devices 2%. When the doors are
in open position the iars 32 can be readily pulled
partly or wholly out of place to enable visually
determining whether they are full, and either
removed or replaced. When g full jar is re-
moved the perforated cap 35 is replaced with an
imperforate cap and the jar is ready for ship-
ment to market without any additional opera-
tions.

In the main hive chamber 30 are transverse
cleats 41 secured to the upper part of the end
walls 10, upon which frames 42 are adapted to
be removably suspended containing beeswax
starter foundations 43. Access from outside of
the beehive to the main hive chamber 230 is ai-
forded by a horizontally elongated slot £4 formed
iIn a side wall {i at the level of the bottom 9;
and access tc the chamber 30 for placing and re-
placing the frames 42 is had by disconnecting
the hook and eye devices 20 and lifting the upper
housing section T off the lower housing section 8.

What is claimed is:

1. In a beehive, a lower container section in-
cluding spaced upstanding side walls, a docr
superimposed upon each of said upstanding side
walls in vertical aligned relation therewith and
hingedly connected to the adjacent side wall for
swinging movement from the vertical alighed
position to a2 position away from the vertical
aligned position, an upper section superiraposed
upon and connected to said lower section, said
upper section including a top wall, spaced de-
pending end walls secured to said top wall, a pair
of floors arranged in spaced side by side rela-
tion positioned hetween and connected to said
depending end walls, the space between said filoors
being in communication with the interior of said
lower section, said doors of said lower section
bridging the spaces between said floors and said
top and forming the side walls of said upper
section, and an upstanding partition positioned
longitudinally of each of said floors adjacent the
space between said floors and fixedly secured to
the top wall and to the adjacent floor, the parti-
tions together formiing a longitudinally extend-
ing passageway i communication with the space
between said floors, each of said partitions being
provided with longitudinally spaced holes extend-
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ing therethrough, a plurality of transparent jars
each including an open end and a closed end ar-
ranged in side by side spaced relation and posi-
tioned transversely of each of said partitions and
supported intermediate their ends on said floors,
each of said jars having a removable cap Includ-

ing a web bridging the open end thereof, the web
of each cap being provided with a hole in registry

with the corresponding hole in the respective
partition, and spring means carried by each of
said doors and engageable with the closed end
of each of said jars to maintain the open end of
each jar in abutting relation with respect to the
corresponding partition,

2. In a beehive, a lower container section in-
cluding spaced upstanding side walls, a door
superimposed upon each of said upstanding side
walls in vertical aligned relation therewith and
hingedly connected to the adjacenti side wall for
swinging movement from the vertical aligned
position to a position away from the vertical
aligned position, an upper section superimposed
upon and connected to said lower section, said
upper section including a top wall, spaced de-
pending end waills secured to said top wall, a pair
of floors arranged in spaced side by side relation
positioned between and connected to said depend-
ing end walls, the space between said floors bheing
in communication with the interior of said lower
section, said doors of said lower section bridging
the spaces between said floors and said top and
forming the side walls of said upper section, and
an upstanding partition positioned longitudinally
of each of said floors adjacent the space hetween
said floors and fixedly secured to the top wall
and to the adjacent floor, the partitions together
forming a longitudinally extending passageway
in communication with the space between said
floors, each of said partitions heing provided with
longitudinally spaced holes extending there-
through, a plurality of transparent jars each in-
cluding an open end and a closed end arranged
in side by side spaced relation and positioned
transversely of each of said partitions and sup-
ported intermediate their ends on said floors, each
of said jars having a removable cap including a
web bridging the open end thereof, the web of
each cap being provided with a hole in registry
with the corresponding hole in the respective
partition, spring means carried by each of said
doors and engageable with the closed end of each
of said jars to maintain the open end of each jar
in abutting relation with respect to the corre-
sponding partition, and a guide element inter-
posed in the space between each of said jars and
fixedly secured to said top wall and the adjacent
floor.

CHARLEY A. GARRETT.
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