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My invention rclates to an improvement in beehives.

The objects of my invention are to provide light metal-
lic frames and honey boxes as a substituie for the wooden
frames and wooden honey boxes heretofore in common
use; to provide one or more hive sections each having an

assembly of long metal frames (for convenience referred o

to as the “brood frames”), provided with rectangular metal
receptacles (for convenience referred to as the “honey
boxes”), removeably mounted in the mid-sections of the
brood frames; to provide means by which any of the
honey boxes can be removed from adjacent brood frames
for inspection or other purposes; to provide a plurality
of reciangular metal honey boxes with the usual wax
foundation secured therein and any one of which boxes
can be removed from the hive singly if desired.

I attain these objects by the means shown in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing two units or
sections with base and cover and showing interior parts
of section A in dotted lines;

Figure 2 is a fractional top view of section B;

Figure 3 is a section on the line 3—3 of Figure 2;

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional detail on the line 4—d
of Figure 3;

Figure 3 is a fractional detail of an alternate form show-
ing a bar for reteining the middle horizontal rods.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts throughout the
several views.

My improvement is applicable to hives having one or
more sections of either wood or metal with vertical sides
and ends and bottom boards 2 and covers § and may have
intermediate boards above the frames.

The lower section B is supported by a suitable base 1.
The bottom beard 2 carries a cleat at the front of the
hive with a slot or groove 3 formed therein to afford a
passageway in and out for the bees.

Near the top of each section brackets 13 are rigidly
mounted ¢n the sides thereof and carry a pair of trans-
verse horizontal rods 7.1 spaced apart near the middle
thereof. Similar rods 14 are mounted upon brackets 15
secured on the end walls. Resting upon the rods 7.1 and
14 and spaced apart are lengitudinal brood frames includ-
ing a plurality of long wires or rods 7 the middle portions
or mid-sections of which are turned downwardly and bent
into three sides of squares 7.3 as shown in Figure 3, which
extend downwardly from the horizontal parts of said
rods 7.

The horizontal upper portions of the wires 7 rest upon
the transverse rods 7.1 and 14 and may be united thereto
by welding or other suitable means if desired.

Within the squares 7.3 of the wires 7, I mount inner
square metal frames 8, preferably of wires or small rods,
and for convenience these square frames are referred to
as “boxes” or “honey boxes.” Each box includes a single
rod or wire bent to form the botiom and sides of the box
and with two top wires or small rods §.1 united to the
top of the side wires. The wires or rods 8.1 rest by grav-
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ity upon rods 7.1 and are not united thereto, but are re-
movable with the boxes of which they form a part.

The lower parts of the rods or wires 7 ainid & are secured
in close relation by wire clips 7.2 which may be welded
to the wires 7. :

In the use of my improvemient, I prefer to have mounted
in each of the boxes 8 a wax foundation 9 secured to the
top rods Or wires 8.1,

Greoves 12 for handhoelds may be formed in the sides
or ends of the sections of the hive to facilitate moving.

When a swarm of bees is placed in a single section of
such a hive, they will build their combs separately upon
and downward from the wax foundations in either the
honey boxes or the brood frames and fill them with honey
spacing the combs apart and the combs may extend down
to the wire screen 6 near the bottom board.

When a single section hive has been filled, the filled
section may be raised to an upper position as section A
and a lower empty section B placed thereunder. Such
lower section may be arranged to carry a queen bee and
brood cells which may be taken out of the upper section
A and placed in a central position in the lower section B.
The queen bee will act in laying eggs, in her treatment of
the droanes and otherwise in the usual manner of such bees
and when the drones become too numerous, some of them
will be disposed of by the other bees.

In Figure 3 the letter C marks one closed side of the
section B. In Figore 5 numerals 13.1 indicate brackets
corresponding to the numerals 13 in Figure 3 and the rod
17 indicates a reiaining bar with its ends turned down-
wardly arranged to embrace and act as a clamp to prevent
lateral spreading of the bars 7.1.

Any number of boxes may be moved from the upper
to an adjoining lower section or any mumber of these
boxes may be taken out and the honey extracted there-
from without removing the long frames.

Any unit or section of the housings of the hive with
its entire assembly of long frames and boxes therein, may
be removed and placed in an extractor for extraction of
the wax and honey therefrom by the application of heat.

My arrangement will also permit the transfer of frames
cartying a queen and other bees to form a new colony
when desired.

Various modifications ‘may be made in the size, ma-
terial and relative positions of the parts without departing
from the spirit of my invention as expressed in the claims
and I do not limit my claims to the precise forms shown
in the drawings.

I claim:

1. In a rectangular beehive, an interior metal frame
assembly including a plurality of spaced supporting bars
removably mounted in and near the top of the hive, a
plurality of long spaced brood frames carrizd by the sup-
porting bars at right angles thereto each of the brood
frames having a downwardly extending rectangular mid-
section adapted to contain a square metal kox removably
mounted therein.

2. In 2 beehive, a plurality of brood frames as de-
scribed in claim 1, and a corresponding plurality of metal
Loney boxes removably mounted in and carried by the
brood frames respectively.

3. In a beehive, a frame assembly as described in claim
2, each of the honey boxes being removable either sepa-
rately or the entire assembly of homney boxes being re-
movable simultaneously.

4. In a beehive, a frame assembly as described in claim
3, each rectangular metal honey box including a pair of
horizontal rods at the top thereof united to the upper ends
of the downwardly extending portions thereof.

5. A beehive having an assembiy of brood frame and
honey boxes- mounted therein as described in claim 4,
and a screen of closely spaced wires mounted in the hive
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below the brood frames and spaced therefrom parallel to
the bottom board of the hive.
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