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The present invention relates to beehives.

An object of the present invention is to provide a
beehive in which transparent and marketable containers
are employed by the bees for storing of the honey, such
containers being readily removable from the hive and re-
quiring no further processing of the contents before pres-
entation to the buying public.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a beehive super which is readily and easily assembled
upon the beehive brooder portion and is as readily de-
tached therefrom for cleaning.

A further object of the present inevntion is to provide
a beehive which is of simple structure, one sturdy in con-
struction and economically feasible, and one which is
highly effective in action.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be fully apparent from the following de-
scription when taken in connection with the annexed
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a plan view with a portion of the cover
broken away and with portions of one jar and the plat-
form also broken away;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2—2 of
Figure 1; and

Figure 3 is an exploded isometric view of the beechive
of the present invention, one of the jars being shown in
dotted lines in a position of use.

Referring in greater detail to the drawings in which
like numerals indicate like parts throughout the several
views, the beehive of the present invention comprises a
lower receptacle or brooder adapted to house a queen
bee and a colony of working bees, such receptacle being
designated generally by the reference numeral 10 and in-
cluding spaced side walls 12 and 14 rising from a bottom
16 and end walls 18 and 20 extending between each of
the adjacent ends of the side walls 12 and 14 and rising
from the bottom 16.

A ledge 22 extends about the inner face of each of
the end walls 18 and 20 adjacent to and spaced from the
upper end thereof.
frames 24 are positioned within the receptacle 10 in face-
to-face abutting relation with each frame 24 including
an upper frame member 26 having projecting end por-
tions supported on the adjacent ledge 22 adjacent the
upper ends of the side walls 12 and 14 and end walls
18 and 20. Each upper frame member 26 has a resilient
portion 25 on one side extending from a point inwardly
of one end to a point inwardly of the other end. The
other side of each upper frame member 26 has another
relieved portion 27 of the same length as and in align-
ment with the relieved portion 25. The relieved portion
25 of the one upper frame member 26 forms with the
relieved portion of the next adjacent upper frame member
26 a slot 30 of a size to permit ready egress of only the
worker bees of a colony of bees and to prevent egress
therethrough of the Queen Bee of the colony. The upper
frame members 26 constitute a top for the receptacle 10
contiguous with the upper ends of the side walls 12 and
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14 and the upper ends of the end walls 18 and 20, such
top being designated in Figure 2 by the reference numeral
28. The top 28 extends over the space defined by the
side walls 12 and 14 and the end walls 18 and 20 adjacent
the upper ends of the latter.

The upper ends of the side walls 12 and 14 and end
walls 18 and 20 are provided with an outwardly facing
shoulder 32 on which rests the lower end of an upstand-
ing connector frame 34 conformably shaped to fit about
the upper ends of the receptacle 10 and superimpose
upon and embracingly engaging the portions of the side
and end walls above the shoulder 32.

A ledge 36 extends about and projects from the inmer
face of the connector frame 34 intermediate the lower
and upper end thereof and engages the upper ends of the
side walls 12 and 14 and end walls 18 and 20.

A platform 38, conformably shaped to fit within the
connector frame 34 above the ledge 36, bridges the space
defined by the ledge 36 and is supported upon the ledge
36. The platform is provided with a plurality of open-
ings 40 arranged in spaced relation, each opening 40
being of a size to receive the neck portion of a trans-
parent jar 42, one of which is shown in dotted lines in
Figure 3 and others of which are shown in full lines in
Figures 1 and 2.

Each jar 42 includes an open end and a closed end
and is arranged in an upright position with the open
end extending through one of the openings 40 in the
platform 38 and facing the slots 30 in the top of the
receptacle 10. Each jar 42 has an external shoulder 44
for support of the jar 42 upon the platform 38 with
the open end of the jar 42 resting upon the receptacle top
28 or upper face of the adjacent portions of the brooder
upper frame members 26. The jars 42, when positioned
within the bechive of the present invention, have their
closed ends remote from and spaced above the plat-
form 38.

An open frame or super 46, conformably shaped
to fit and rest upon the upper end of the connector
frame 34, is supported on the connector frame 34 and
has its upper end closed by a cover 48. The super 46
and cover 48 constitute a hood conformably shaped to
enclose the platform 38 and the upright inverted jars
42, with the hood thus formed superimposed upon the
platform 38 and detachably secured thereto.

Conventional hook and eye assemblies 50 are used
to connect the end walls of the super 46 with the end
walls 18 and 20 of the receptacle 10.

The receptacle 10 is provided with a slot constituting
an entrance 52 in the lower end of the end wall 18
and with an apron 54 projecting from the adjacent
portion of the bottom 16. In the isometric view of
Figure 3, the receptacle end wall 18, the connector frame
34, and the super 46, and the cover 48 have portions
broken away to show their cross-sectional configuration.

In use, a colony of bees including the Queen Bee is
introduced into the receptacle 10 and conventional means
is provided bridging the hive entrance 52 for permitting
ingress and egress of the worker bees and drones of
the colony, but preventing egress therefrom of the Queen
Bee. Slots 30 formed by the relieved portions 25 and
27 of the upper frame members 26 permit the worker
bees to have free access to the space above the receptacle
top 28 and into the area defined by the connector frame
34, the super 46 and the cover 48.

When the brood frames are fitled with honey, the
worker bees will extend their activities upwardly into
the cavities of the jars 42 building therein the combs
and filling the combs with honey in the usual manner.

The seating of the open ends of the jars 42 upon the
upper surfaces of the upper brood frame members 26
prevents the bees from entering the space within the
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super 46 exteriorly of the jars 42 and effectively prevents
the deposit of any beeswax or honey on the outside of
the jars 42. Thus, it will be seen that the jars 42 when
completely filled with honey may be removed by lifting
of the cover 48 and removal and replacement of any filled
jar 42 with an empty one. This may be done quickly
and if no bees are present in the open end of the jar 42
as it is removed, it will not be necessary to smoke the
hives to quiet the bees therein. If only a few bees
are present adjacent the jar to be removed, the applica-
tion of smoke to the area should be sufficient to quiet
the bees which are disturbed.

While only a single embodiment of the present inven-
tion has been shown and described, other embodiments
are contemplated and numerous changes and modifica-
tions may be made therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention as set forth in the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

In a beehive, a receptacle adapted to house a queen
bee and a colony of working bees and including a bottom,
spaced side walls rising from said bottom, an end wall
extending between each of the adjacent ends of said
side walls and rising from said bottom, the top extend-
ing over the space defined by said side walls and end
walls adjacent the upper ends of said last-mentioned walls
and supported upon the upper ends of said side and end
walls, said top being provided with a plurality of slots
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arranged in parallel spaced relation, each of said slots -

being of a size to permit ready egress of only working

bees therethrough, and a ledge extending about the 3o

inner face of each of said end walls inwardly of the
upper ends of the latter, a plurality of upstanding brood
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frames arranged in face-to-face abutting relation posi-
tioned within said receptacle and supported from said
ledges, each frame having an upper frame member
provided with a relieved portion intermediate its ends,
the relieved portions of the adjacent upper frame members
defining a slot of a size to permit ready egress of only
working bees therethrough, an upstanding connector
frame conformably shaped to fit about the upper end of
said receptacle superimposed upon and having the lower
end portion embracingly engaging said side and end
walls adjacent the upper ends of the last-mentioned
walls, another ledge extending about and projecting from
the inner face of said connector frame intermediate the
ends thereof and engaging the upper ends of said recep-
tacle side and end walls, a platform bridging the space
defined by said another ledge and supported upon said
another ledge, said platform having a plurality of openings
arranged in spaced relation, and a plurality of transparent
jars each including an open end and a closed end, each
jar being arranged in an upright position with the open
end extending through an opening in said platform and
facing the slots in said top and supported in the plat-
form and the closed end spaced above the platform.
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