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hot water, and the plastic comb foundation sterilized and
recoated with clean beeswax, and the brood frames re-
inserted into the brood compartment or the hive body of
the beehive to enable the bees to maintain a high stand-
ard of cleanliness in the beehive, thereby a more health-
ful environment for the bees. The present plastic comb
foundation may be used season after season, and when
aging of the brood comb in the frames so indicate, the
process of repeating the aforementioned cleaning and re-

coating process may be carried out, and the use of the

plastic comb foundation repeated.

Having thus clearly shown and described the invention,
what is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent is:

1. A honeycomb foundation to be used within a bee-
hive which honeycomb foundation comprises an elongated
sheet of plastic material, which sheet of plastic material
has hexagonal indentures complementally arranged on op-
posite sides thereof, the upper portion of said plastic
sheet being thickened to form a wedge-shaped edge, with
the wider portion of said wedge-shaped edge being the
upper exterior edge of said sheet, said plastic sheet being
of a size to cover a predetermined area in the beehive
which the honeycomb is .to occupy, an elongated strip of
yieldable material having a wedge-shaped groove formed
therein, which groove is complementary to said wedge-
shaped portion of said plasitc sheet and being engageable
therewith, a frame of a size complementary to said plastic
sheet, means securing said elongated strip of yieldable
material to a side of said frame, means attachably se-
curing said plastic sheet with said strip of elongated
material in said frame, and means forming a coating over
opposite faces of said plastic sheet, which coating mate-
rial is conducive to bees building honeycomb cells there-
upon.

2. In combination a foundation for honeycomb for use
within a beehive, a rectangular frame, an elongated strip
within the inner upper portion of said frame, which strip
has a longitudinal, dovetailed groove extending medially
thereof, a rectangular plastic sheet having a wedge-shaped
edge thereon, which wedge-shaped edge is complementary
to and received by said dovetailed groove in said strip,
said plastic sheet having hexagonal recesses formed in
side-by-side relation over each face thereof, with the
recesses on one face being in off-set relation to the recesses
on the opposite face so the wall of said recesses on one
side will be coextensive with the walls of the recesses
on the opposite side, the opposite side of said frame
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having a slot formed therethrough, said rectangular plastic
sheet having plane marginal surfaces on the opposite
sides thereof from said wedge-shaped edge with said plane
marginal surfaces extending into said slot within said
frame, and means coating the faces of said plastic sheet
with a substance conducive to the bees to join honey-
comb to said coating material on said sheet.

3. A honeycomb foundation to be used in a beechive,
which honeycomb foundation comprises an elongated
sheet of plastic material which has hexagonal indentures
complementally arranged on opposite sides thereof, the
upper portion of said plastic sheet being thickened to form
a wedge-shaped edge, with the wider portion of said
wedge-shaped edge being the upper edge of said sheets, a
comb support frame, a unitary strip having an elongated
complementary groove formed therein secured to the
upper- inner side of said frame to receive said wedge-
shaped edge of said plastic sheet, said plastic sheet being
of a size to cover a predetermined area in the beehive
which the honeycomb is to occupy, the opposite edge of
said elongated sheet of plastic material having plane
marginal surfaces on opposite sides for a spaced distance
upward from the edge thereof, said wedge-shaped upper
edge and said plane marginal surfaces on opposite edge
of said elongated sheet being adapted to fit within said
frame to define a surface upon which honeycomb is to be
built, said honeycomb foundation sheet having the hex-
agonal indentures therein being of substantially uniform
thickness between the upper wedge-shaped edge :and the
lower plane marginal surfaces, means securing said sheet
of plastic material against lateral movement within said
frame, and means forming a coating, over opposite faces
of said plastic sheet, of material which is conducive to
bees -building honeycomb cells thereupon.
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