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[57] ABSTRACT

The active-substance support consists of a rectangular
film or sheet (1) of a thermoplastic material which, at its
upper end, comprises a T-shaped head piece (2) of
which the symmetrically arranged hook-like side arms
(3,4) can be bent downwards at a right angle along
folding lines (§5,6) extending parallel to the longitudinal
direction. When needed, the initially flat side arms (3,4)
are bent downwards at a right angle and hung on the
honeycomb frame so that the active-substance strip (1)
1s kept centrally suspended in a2 honeycomb passage.

3 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
ACTIVE-SUBSTANCE SUPPORT FOR BEEHIVES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an active-substance support
for beehives in the form of a film or sheet of a thermo-
plastic material.

In the field of parasite control in bees, there are vari-
ous known processes for applying the active substance.
One possibility is based on the introduction of active-
substance supports in the form of plastic strips, sheets or
films into the beehives. These sheets or strips are ium-
pregnated with a special insecticidal agent and are
placed in the honeycomb passages of a beehive in such
a way that the bees come into contact with them so that
the active substance is transferred. The active substance
supports should be positioned centrally between two
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honeycombs to minimize contact and the possibilities of ,,

transfer to the wax and honey.

Hitherto, support strips cut rectangularly from a plas-
tic film had to be fixed in the beehive by means of suit-
able auxiliary fastenings (cf. for example DE 35 38 688).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The problem addressed by the invention is to provide
a simple, inexpensive and user-friendly active-substance
support for beehives which can be introduced into and
positioned in the honeycomb passages rapidly and, in
regard to position, reproducibly.

According to the invention, this problem is solved by
the fact that, at its upper end, the strip-like support 1s
connected to a T-shaped head piece of which the sym-
metrically arranged hook-like side arms can be bent
downwards at a right angle along folding lines extend
ing parallel to the longitudinal direction. The thickness
of the strip-like support is advantageously from 0.5 to 2
mim.

The support preferably has an H-shaped opening so
that flaps are formed and can be inserted into the corre-
sponding openings of a second support. In this way, two
support strips can be joined hanging from one another
to form a relatively long strip so that, even with two-
tier beehives, the active substance support may readily
be introduced into the lower hive.

The following advantages are afforded by the inven-
tion:

the production of the supports is economical by vir-
tue of their machine-friendly shape and may be carried
out by injection moulding or stamping;

introduction into the beehive is simple and problem-
free and requires no additional fastenings;

since the T-shaped head piece is only unfolded when
needed, compact packaging is possible.
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2

One example of an embodiment of the invention is
described in detail in the following with reference to the
accompanying drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The drawing is a plan view of the active-substance
support.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The support consists of a strip-like plastic sheet 1 or
film with a T-shaped head piece 2 attached to i1ts upper
end. The sheet 1 has a thickness of approximately 1 mm.
The head piece 2 consists of two hook-like side arms 3
and 4 which can be bent downwards at a right angle (1.€.
out of the plane of the paper) along the folding lines S
and 6 which extend parallel to the longitudinal direc-
tion. The folding lines 5 and 6 are formed by groove-
like depressions and act as hinges. When needed, the
initially flat side arms 3 and 4 of an active-substance
support taken from a supply pack are unfolded and
hung on the honeycomb frame so that the active-sub-
stance sheet is kept centrally suspended in the particular
honeycomb passage. To this end, distance pieces 7 and
8 are provided on the inside of the side arms 3 and 4.

A trade mark 9 or other symbol may be embossed or
printed on the active-substance sheet. An H-shaped
opening in punched into the active-substance sheet 1 at
its lower end so that flaps 11 and 12 are formed and can
be folded over perpendicularly of the axis. The opening
10 and the flaps 11 and 12 are used to join two active-
substance sheets to one another so that a double-length
active-substance support is formed. To this end, the
second active-substance sheet is also provided with an
H-shaped opening. For this purpose, the two parts are
placed over one another so that the H-shaped openings
lie over one another and one of the flaps 11,12 1s 1n-
serted into and hooked in the slot arranged perpendicu-
larly of the axis in the opposite second sheet, so that the

two sheets are fixed.

I claim:

1. An active-substance support for beehives compris-
ing a rectangular substrate of a thermoplastic material, a
T-shaped head piece connected to an upper end of the
substrate and having symmetrically arranged hook-like
side arms extending perpendicularly to a longitudinal
direction of the substrate and bendable at a right angle
to the substrate along folding lines extending parallel to
the longitudinal direction of the substrate.

2. An active-substance support as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the thickness of the active-substance substrate
1s 0.5 to 2 mm.

3. An active-substance support as claimed n claim 1,
wherein the substrate has an H-shaped opening at a
lower end thereof for receiving the head piece of an-

other support sheet to connect the two in series.
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