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COMPOSITION, METHOD, AND
APPARATUS TO ATTRACT BEES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present mmvention relafes to an imprnved hee attract

Ing composition, an apparatus to attract bees formed from
that bee attracting composition, and a method and apparatus
using Applicant’s 1mproved bee attracting composition to
attract and 1immobilize bees.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The immigration of Africanized bees, sometimes referred
to as “killer bees,” into the United States, and widespread
fear of these more defensive bees has increased the public’s
demand for removal of swarms and feral colonies of bees. At
the same time 1t has made bee removals more problematic.
Compared to European bees, Alricanized bee colonies
swarm more frequently and occur at higher density, so that
swarms are more frequently encountered. When swarms or
colonies are discovered, there 1s an increased likelihood that
the bees will sting, and a much increased perception that
they are dangerous. At the same time, there are fewer
beckeepers willing or permitted to perform bee removals.
Pest control specialists and in some areas public agencies,
are removing increasing numbers of bee colonies.

Swarms may be removed by hiving them or by spraying
them with 1nsecticides, including soap or detergent solu
fions. A major problem with either technique 1s that “lost”
bees remain at large after most of the bees have been killed
or hived. Most of these are bees that were scouting nest sites
or foraging away from the swarm cluster when control
cfforts began. It has been estimated that about 5% of the bees
In a swarm participated 1n scouting one nest site, SO 1n a
swarm of 10,000 or more bees, the scouts can comprise
several hundred bees. “Lost” bees from a removed swarm
remain near the swarm site, but fly around a great deal
scarching for their queen. These bees can survive for at least
several days, and are likely to run short of food, which may
make them more likely to sting.

Much has been learned about the behaviors of 1nsects,
including bees, 1 recent years. It 1s now understood that
much of bee behavior arises from use of chemical
substances, and mixtures of chemical substances, called
“pheromones.” A pheromone 1s a substance secreted by an
animal that causes a specific reaction by another individual
of the same species. Many bee activities can be explained as
the effect of various pheromones.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Applicants’novel invention includes a bee attracting com
position formed by combining aliphatic and aromatic
organic compounds which simulate various naturally
occuring honey bee pheromones. Applicant’s bee attracting
composition can be formed 1nto a solid apparatus which can
be used to attract bees.

Applicant’s invention further includes an apparatus and
method to attract and 1mmobilize bees. This apparatus 1s
formed from a substrate, an adhesive composition, and
Applicant’s bee attracting composition. The treated sub
strate can be folded to form a synthetic bee hive. Bees are
lured 1n the interior of the synthetic hive, are drawn to the
adhesive component by the bee attracting composition, and
become permanently immobilized upon contact with the
adhesive.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The 1invention will be better understood from a reading of
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the drawings 1n which like reference designators are used to
designate like elements, and 1n which:

FIG. 1 15 a top view of Applicant’s substrate,

FIG. 2 1s a top view of Applicant’s partially folded
substrate;

FIG. 3 15 a side view of one embodiment of Applicant’s
invention wherein the substrate 1s folded 1nto a triangular
conilguration; and

FIG. 4 recites preferred formulations for Applicant’s
synthetic sting alarm pheromone.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Applicant has prepared a first bee attracting composition
by combining five (5) compounds known to be present in a
pheromone composition secreted by queen honey bees, and
thought to be formed naturally in the queen bee’s mandibu
lar gland. The primary component of Applicant’s first com
position 1s 9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid, which has structure I.

)J\/\/\/\)J\OH

To compound I, Applicant adds two stereoisomers of
hydroxydecenoic acid, namely R ( ) 9

HWOH

Hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid having structure II, and S (+)

9 Hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid having structure III. In
ogeneral, compounds II and III are present in Applicant’s first
bee

[

[I

[11
H O

HO/'\/\/\/\)‘\OH

attracting composition in lesser amounts than compound I.

Applicant’s first bee attracting composition further
includes two aromatic compounds. Methyl
p hydroxybenzoate having structure 1V, and 4 Hydroxy 3
methoxyphenylethanol having structure V, are added to
aliphatic acids I, II, and III.

Z
X

OH

v
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In general, these aromatic compounds are collectively
present 1n Applicant’s first bee attracting compositions in
lesser amounts than the ageregate amounts of the aliphatic
acids discussed above.

Applicant forms his first bee attracting composition by
combining between about 25 parts to about 4000 parts
compound I, between about 5 parts and about 1000 parts
compound II, between about 5 parts and about 200 parts
compound III, between about 5 parts and about 100 parts
compound IV, and between about 0.1 part to about 10 parts
compound V. Table 1 recites the preferred compositions for
Applicant’s first bee attracting composition.

I1ABLE 1
Com Com Com Com Com

Applicant’s  pound I  pound I  pound III pound IV  pound V
Composition  (Parts) (Parts) (Parts) (Parts) (Parts)

A 4000 1000 200 25

B 4000 500 100 50

C 2000 1000 200 25

D 2000 500 100 50

E 1000 1000 200 25

F 1000 500 100 50 1

(r 50U 500 20U 50 1

H 500 250 150 50 ]

[ 100 100 100 100

J 100 100 50 50

K 100 50 25 10

L. 75 50 50 50

M 75 50 25 25

N 25 5 5 5

In a separate embodiment, Applicant forms a bee attract
ing apparatus from his first bee attracting composition. The
five constituents discussed above are first dry mixed. The
mixture 1s then heated to a temperature sufficient to com

pletely melt all the individual components. The molten
mixture 1s then made homogeneous through stirring,
agitation, or a similar process. The homogeneous melt blend
1s then cooled to form a solid article. This solid article can
be cut mnto any desired shape or form.

In the alternative, th: molten mixture can be placed 1nto
a mold. The mold 1s then allowed to cool, and the shaped,
solid article 1s removed. An attachment device such as a
hook, an eyelet, a screw, or a bolt can be joined to the solid
article. Such an attachment device can be placed into the
mold prior to adding the molten mixture. In the alternative,

Embodiment
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the attachment device can be jomed to the shaped, solid
article after molding using conventional techniques, includ
ing the use of an adhesive.

Applicant’s bee attracting apparatus can be used to induce
“lost” bees to preferentially congregate in one specific area.
Such a device can be placed away from areas where persons
or pets frequent 1n order to minimize contract between
person and/or pets and “lost” bees.

Applicant has found that his first bee attracting compo
sition 1S elffective to attract bees from short ranges, and to
keep those bees calm as they congregate around the appa
ratus containing the composition. Applicant has discovered,
however, that a second bee attracting composition more
ciiectively attracts bees from longer ranges. Applicant’s
second bee attracting composition 1s a synthetic analog of
the naturally occurring pheromone extracted from worker
bees scent gland, sometimes called the Nasanov gland.
These Nasanov gland pheromones are sometimes called
“releaser” pheromones because, unlike queen bee
pheromones, releaser pheromones induce more immediate
action from bees.

Applicant forms his second bee attracting composition by
combining nerol, geraniol, neral, geramal, nerolic acid,
oeranic acid, and E,E farnesol. Table 2 summarizes the
structures of these compounds.

TABLE 2

VI
R1

R2

VII
OH

= Z

COMPOUND STRUCTURE R1 R2

Nerol
Geraniol
Neral
Geranial
Nerolic Acid
Geranic Acid
E.E Farnesol

VI CH,OH H

VI H CH,OH
VI CHO H

VI H CHO
VI COOH H

VI H COOH
VII

Applicant’s second bee attracting composition 1s formed
by combining between about 0.1 part and about 500 parts
neral, between about 0.1 part and about 500 parts geranial,
between about 0 parts and about 500 parts nerol, between
about 0.1 part and about 500 parts geraniol, between about
0.1 part and about 500 parts nerolic acid, between about 0.1
part and about 500 parts geranic acid, and between about 0
parts and about 500 parts E,E farnesol. Table 3 sets forth
preferred formulations for Applicant’s second bee attracting,
composition.

TABLE 3

(seranic
Acid
(Parts)

Nerolic
Acid
(Parts)

Geraniol
(Parts)

Nerol
(Parts)

(GGeranial

(Parts) Farnesol

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1 3 1 1 3 1 0
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TABLE 3 continued

Nerolic  Geranic
Neral  Geranial Nerol Geraniol Acid Acid
Embodiment (Parts Parts Parts Parts Parts Parts Farnesol
(Parts)  (Parts) (Parts) (Parts) (Parts)  (Parts)
Q ] 3 1 ] 3 ] 3
R ] 3 3 ] 3 ] 0
S 1 5 0 1 3 ] 3
T 3 3 1 3 3 ] 0
U 5 1 1 5 1 ] 5
V 5 5 0 5 5 1 0
A% 5 1 5 5 1 5 5
X 1 5 0 1 5 5 0

A second bee attracting apparatus 1s formed using Appl
cant’s first bee attracting composition in combination with TABLE 4 continued
Applicant’s second bee attracting composition. The solid
apparatus formed from melt blending and molding Appli " - Hexade‘za? 1yl bentad Nesrytl Ge“:“tyl Fﬂfﬂt‘?‘iyl

. . . . . . . Omposi acclalc CnladecCanc acclalc dacclalc dacclalc
cant’s first bee attracting composition 1 coated with Appl o (parts) (parts) (parts) (parts)  (parts)
cant’s second bee attracting composition to form a bee
attracting device having enhanced long range bee attracting, GG O 0 25 g 22
capabilities 1n combination with enhanced short range HH V ’ ) . -
clfects. 29

Another class of “releaser” bee pheromones, sometimes Applicant’s fitth bee attracting composition 1s formed by
referred to as a “sting alarm pheromone,” is thought to elicit ~ combining Applicant’s first bee attracting composition with
mass action 1n the form of an attack on a potential predator. Applicant’s second bee} attracting composition. In this
Applicant has discovered that a synthetic analog of this sting embodiment, Applicant’s first composition 1s present
alarm pheromone effectively attracts bees. Applicant’s third bAemi(?en t:;lbout ! dto about.t}OOO parts per 100 parts of
bee attracting composition comprises a synthetic sting alarm PPl 5 SCCONE COMPOSIHOT. .

o . - Applicant’s sixth bee attracting composition 1s formed by
pheromone which i1s formed by combining two or more of N : . i RPTRE
. . . combining his first bee attracting composition with his third
the following compounds in the following amounts: up to : . . : L,
bout 50 varts butanol un {0 about 50 parts butvl acetat bee attracting composition wherein Applicant’s first com
AbOUL S Pails DULANOL, Up 10 aDOUL SLpalls DULYL ateldle, UP 15 position is present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per
fo abont 50 parts isopentanol np to abont 50 parts isopentyl - : - s : :
= 100 parts of Applicant’s third composition. Applicant’s
acetate, up to about 50 parts 2 heptanol, up to about 50 parts seventh bee attracting composition is formed by combining
2 heptyl acetate, up to about 50 parts 2 nonanol, up to about his first bee attracting composition with his fourth bee
S0 parts 1 non 2 enyl acetate, and up to about 50 parts attracting composition wherein the fourth composition is
benzyl acetate. FIG. 4 recites preferred embodiments of .o Present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of
Applicant’s third bee attracting composition. first composition.

Applicant has discovered that the presence of additional Applicant’s eighth bee attracting composition 1s formed
compounds thought to be formed in bee scent glands further by combining Applicant’s first, second, and third bee attract
enhances the effectivenzss of his bee attracting composition. ing compositions, such that the second composition i1s
These additional scent compounds include hexadecan 1yl , . present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of
acetate, pentadecane, neryl acetate, geranyl acetate, tarnesyl  1irst composition, and the third composition is present
acetate. Applicant’s fourth bee attracting composition is betweeq ?‘bout 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of‘f{rst
formed by combining between 0 and about 50 parts composition. In this embodiment, the second composition
hexadecan 1 yl acetate, between 0 and about 50 parts al.ld. the third composition may be present in equal or

‘ different amounts.
pentadecane, between 0 and about 50 parts neryl acetate, C T : L.
50  Applicant’s ninth bee attracting composition 1s formed by
between 0 parts and about 50 parts geranyl acetate, and " . :
combining Applicant’s first, second, third, and fourth bee
between O parts and about 50 parts farnesyl acetate. Table 4 : " e
. forred " for Anolicant’s fourth b attracting compositions, such that the second composition 1s
(OCIES PIOTCITICt COTNPOSILONS 1oL APPUCALL S TOUI bt present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of
attracting composition. " . R
first composition, the third composition 1s present between
55 about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of first
TABLE 4 - JEURE
composition, and the fourth composition 1s present between
Hexadecan 1 yl Neryl Geranyl Farnesyl about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of first composi
Compost acectate Pentadecane acetate acetate acetate tion. In this embodiment, Applicant’s SGCOI]d, third, and
tion (parts) (parts) (parts)  (parts)  (parts) fourth bee attracting compositions may be present in equal

v 10 10 10 10 10 60 or different amounts.

7 75 0 5 0 0 Applicant’s tenth bee attracting composition 1s formed by

AA 0 25 0 25 0 combining Applicant’s second and third bee attracting
EE ig 22 g g 23 compositions, such that the third composition is present
o0 3 o< o5 3 3 between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of second
EE 0 15 0 15 0 65 COII]pOS-i‘[iOI]. | o

FF 0 25 0 0 25 Applicant’s eleventh bee attracting composition 1s formed

by combining Applicant’s second and fourth bee attracting
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compositions, such that the fourth composition 1s present
between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of second
composition.

Applicant’s twelfth bee attracting composition i1s formed
by combining Applicant’s third and fourth bee attracting,
compositions, such that the fourth composition i1s present
between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of third
composition.

Applicant’s thirteenth bee attracting composition 1s
formed by combining Applicant’s second, third, and fourth
bee attracting compositions, such that the third composition
1s present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts
of second composition, and the fourth composition is
present between about 1 to about 1000 parts per 100 parts of
second composition. In this embodiment, the third compo
sition and the fourth composifion may he present 1 equal or

different amounts.

In a separate embodiment, Applicant’s invention includes
a method and apparatus to attract and to 1mmobilize “lost™
bees. In this embodiment, a pressure sensitive adhesive 1s
disposed on at least one side of a substrate. The substrate can
be formed from paper, wood, metal, plastic, and combina
tions thereof. The substrate can be formed from either rigid
or flexible material.

In one embodiment, the substrate includes a plurality of
creases which define fold points. Referring to FIG. 1, the top
surface of substrate 10 1s shown including fold points 12, 14,
16, and 18. These fold roints define top surface areas 20, 22,
24, 26, and 28. The bottom surface of substrate 10 imncludes
arcas 30, 32, 34, 36, and 38. FIG. 1 shows areas 22 and 26

bent slightly upward from area 24.

Referring to FIG. 2, end areas 20 and 30 have been folded
inwardly to expose bottom surface arecas 30 and 38. Refer
ring to FIG. 3, substrate 10 has been folded to form a
triangular apparatus having outside surfaces 32, 34, and 36,
wherein end area 38 overlaps surface 32.

Applicant’s substrate can be folded to form an apparatus
having the shape of a square, pentagon, hexagon, heptagon,
octagon, nonagon, decagon, or any other mult1 sided shape
wherein the 1individual sides are of either equal or differing,
lengths.

The pressure sensitive adhesive can comprise naturally
occurring materials, synthetic adhesives, or mixtures of
both. For example, certain pitches or plant resins can be used
as the adhesive. In one embodiment, pitch from pine trees 1s
used as the adhesive. In another embodiment, resins from
genus Hymenaea 1s used. These leguminous, flowering trees
pump out astonishing quantities of sticky resins.

Natural rubber based pressure sensitive adhesives are
preferred. Synthetic adhesives may also be used. For
example, the adhesive component of this embodiment can
include polyacrylate based compositions wherein the ester
group comprises an alkyl group having between about 4 and
10 carbons, natural rubbers grafted with such polyacrylates,
triblock adhesive compositions formed from polystyrene/
polyisoprene/polystyrene, and mixtures of these synthetic
adhesive compositions.

The adhesive component 1s applied to the substrate using,
conventional methods including spraying, rolling, or calen
daring. The adhesive 1s applied at a rate of between 1 gram
to about 1000 grams for each square meter of surface arca
of the substrate.

One of Applicant’s bee attracting compositions 1s then
applied to the surface of the adhesive composition. Any one
or combination of Applicant’s atore described thirteen bee
attracting compositions may be used. In one embodiment,
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3

between about 1 microgram to about 1 gram of bee attracting
composition 1s applied to each square meter surface arca of
adhesive covered substrate. In a separate embodiment,
between about 10 micrograms to about 10 milligrams of bee
attracting composition 1s applied to each square meter of
adhesive covered substrate. In another embodiment,
between about 100 micrograms and about 1 milligram of bee
attracting composition 1s applied to each square meter of
adhesive coated substrate.

In another embodiment, the adhesive component and the
bee attracting composition are first mixed together, and that
mixture 1s then applied to at least one side of Applicant’s
substrate, such that between about 1 microgram to about 1
ogram of bee attracting composition 1s applied to each square
meter surface area of adhesive covered substrate. In a sepa
rate embodiment, the adhesive component/bee attracting
component mixture 1s applied such that between about 10
micrograms to about 10 milligrams of bee attracting com
position 1s applied to each square meter of adhesive covered
substrate. In another embodiment, the adhesive/bee attract
ing composition mixture 1s applied such that between about
100 micrograms and about 1 milligram of bee attracting

composition 1s applied to each square meter of adhesive
coated substrate.

Regardless of whether the adhesive component and bee
attracting component are separately or jointly applied to the
substrate, Applicant’s bee attracting composition can be
disposed on one or both surfaces of Arplicant’s substrate. If
the bee attracting component 1s applied to only one surface,
the interior surfaces of the resulting folded apparatus are
preferably coated with adhesive and bee attracting compo
nent. Referring again to FIG. 3, interior surfaces 22, 24, and
26 arc preferably coated with Applicant’s adhesive compo
nent and Applicant’s bee attracting composition.

When folded into an apparatus having a contiguous outer
surface, Applicant’s substrate comprises an enclosed object
with openings at both ends. In this embodiment, Applicant’s
invention comprises a synthetic bee hive. Lost bees are
attracted from long distances by Applicant’s bee attracting
composition. When approaching the synthetic hive, the bees
are lured into the interior. Applicant’s novel bee attracting
composition entices the bees to come 1nto physical contact
with the adhesive component disposed on the 1inner surfaces
of the synthetic hive. Upon contact with those adhesive
coated walls, the bees are mstantly and permanently immo
bilized. The synthetic hive carrying the immobilized bees 1s
casily disposed of, thereby, allowing untrained persons to
ciiectively and safely handle “lost” bees.

An additional feature of Applicant’s 1nvention arises from
the placement of adhesive on the interior surfaces of the
synthetic hive. Referring again to FIG. 3, because surface
arca 28 1s coated with Applicant’s adhesive component, arca
28 will adhere to outer surface 32 without the need for any
additional attachment devices. Thus, Applicant’s substrate
can be folded to form a contiguous apparatus having any
number of sides, and that contiguous apparatus will readily
maintain 1ts folded shape.

Optionally, Applicant’s bee attracting composition can be
applied to both surfaces of Applicant’s substrate. This
embodiment 1s preferred when the substrate 1s used 1n a
planar or substantially planar shape, 1.e. in an unfolded
conilguration. In this embodiment, the adhesive component
and the bee attracting component may be sequentially
applied to the substrate, or may be mixed and then jointly
applied to the substrate.



US 6,514,511 Bl

9

I claim:
1. A bee attracting apparatus, consisting of:

4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol;

methyl 4 hydroxybenzoate;

9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid,;

R ( ) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid;

S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid;

an attachment device selected from the group consisting
of a hook, a screw, a bolt, or an eyelet;

wherein said 4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol, methyl
4 hydroxybenzoatz, 9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid, R ( )
9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid, S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E)
decenoic acid are present 1n amounts effective to attract
bees.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein:

said 4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol 1s present 1n an
amount between about 0.1 parts and about 10 parts;

said methyl 4 hydroxybenzoate 1s present in an amount
between about 5 parts and about 200 parts;

said S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid is present in an
amount between about 5 parts and about 200 parts;

said R ( ) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid is present in an
amount between about 5 parts and about 1000 parts;

sald 9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid 1s present mn an amount
between about 25 parts and about 4000 parts.
3. The apparatus of claim 2 having a shape selected from

the group consisting of a cube and a sphere.

4. A bee attracting apparatus, consisting of:
4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol;
methyl 4 hydroxybenzoate;

9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid,;

R ( ) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid,;
S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid;
geranial;

neral;
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geraniol;
nerolic acid;
geranic acid;
farnesol;

wherein said 4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol, methyl
4 hydroxybenzoate, 9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid, R ( )

9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid, S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E)
decenoic acid, geranial, neral, geraniol, nerolic acid,
geranic acid, and farnesol, are present 1n amounts
cifective to attract bees.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein:

said 4 hydroxy 3 methoxyphenylethanol 1s present 1n an
amount between about 0.1 parts and about 10 parts;

said methyl 4 hydroxybenzoate 1s present 1n an amount
between about 5 parts and about 200 parts;

said S (+) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid is present in an
amount between about 5 parts and about 200 parts;

said R ( ) 9 hydroxy 2(E) decenoic acid is present in an
amount between about 5 parts and about 1000 parts;

said 9 keto 2(E) decenoic acid is present in an amount
between about 25 parts and about 4000 parts;

said geranial 1s present in an amount between about 0.1
parts and about 500 parts;

said neral 1s present 1n an amount between about 0.1 parts
and about 500 parts;

said geraniol 1s present 1n an amount between about 0.1
parts and about 500 parts;

said nerolic acid 1s present in an amount between about
0.1 parts and about 500 parts;

said geranic acid 1s present 1n an amount between about
0.1 parts and about 500 parts; and

said farnesol 1s present 1n an amount between about 1 part
and about 5 parts.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



