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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDSON GERRY, OF GARDEN CITY, MINNESOTA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BEE-HIVES,

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 161,606, dated April 6, 1875; reissue No. 6,499, dated
June 22, 1875 ; application filed May 18, 1375,

™

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EnpsoN GERRY, of Gar-
den City, in the county of Blue Earth and
State ol Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Bee Hives ;
and I do hereby declare that the following is,
a tull, clear, and exact description thereof, that
will enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer
ence being had to the accompanying dravw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion,

L'he nature of my invention consists in the
construction and arrangewent of a sectional
bee hive, as will be heieinafter more fully set
forth.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my bee hive. Fig. 2 is atrans
verse vertical section of the same. TFig. 3 is
a rear elevation, partly in longitudinal section.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the sec-
tions; and F'igs. b, 6, and 7 are detached views
of certain parts thereof.

A represents the exterior shell or case, in
which the sections are placed. On the bot-
tom of the shell A are cross bars, suitably ar-
ranged to receive the sections and form under
each section a closed chamber, «, which forms
the moth-trap. The sections are made of
frames B B, and filled in around with bul
rushes, flags, prairie-grass, or other material,
C, that will absorb the moisture that accumu-
lates from the breath, thereby keeping the
bees in a dry and healthy condition. These
rashes or flags are secured at the top and bot
tom of the frame B, and secured at or near
the center by cross bars B/, by which means
the rushes can be secured and held firmly to
gether. The sections B C are arranged side
by side, all fronting the same way, to be drawn
out on the back side of the cage for examina-
tion or otherwise, the case being provided
with tight fitting doors A’ on the back. On
the front of the case A isan alighting board,
I, with extended entrance D for each section.
These extended entrances are of great advan
tage, as 1t gives greater facility for guarding
the hive. The upper portion of the board K
torms a passage, ', to the inside of the case

A, and the sections B are also provided with
a passage, a’. The frames or sections B are
seb a little distance from the case A, leaving
a dead air chamber between the sections and
case of about two inches. The tube ) under-
neath the alighting board I& forms a passage
into the chamber « for the reception of the
moth. The bees pass through the passage
formed on the board E, while the moth, being
attracted by the scent of the bees through
the tube b, pass through said tube into the
moth chamber a. The wire-clothor glass, be-
ing placed at the bottom of the moth cham
ber, permits the lightto enter, and attracts
the moth from the tube b to the extreme part
of the chamber a, where they try to get out
until they become weary and weak, and die
tor want of food, thus disposing of all the
moth that chance to enter the moth ehiamber.
The sections have passages d through them
for the Dees to pass trom one to the other, the
passages communicating between adjoining
sections at d’. The passages d may be elosed
by reversing the board G, (shown in Fig. 7,
and in position in Fig. 3,) when changing sec-
tions, or for any purpose desired to cut off
communication between the sections., Iach
section 1s to be provided with suitable comb-
frames for the bees to build their comb on,
and form the brood chamber, the Dboxes for
the surplas houney ruunning crosswise aeross
the frames, with no honey-board between the
boxes and frames.

The upper side of the honey board is con-
structed with hoxes e ¢, as shown, for the re-
ception of water, salt, rye-flour, sirups, or
other material used as feed for the bees. This
board H has peiforations ¢ ¢/, and cut away
at ¢’ ¢/, so that the bees have a free passage
over the board. The corners of the board
are cuf off’ at f, and the tops of the frames
are provided with blocks f of corresponding
form, so that the board H fits on the frames
or sections B, forming a feed-box, while the
under portion forms a cover for the comb
frames.

On top of the case Ais a ventilator, I, of
suitable construction.

Around the top of each section and outsice
are holes to pass off the moisture outside tlre
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honey board, that is absorbed by the rushes
or other material used, keeping the inside of
the section dry and free from mildew.

The arrangement of two or more sections
in a case is for the purpose of retaining the
animal heat that passes through the rushes
into the ease, equalizing the heat through the
different sections, and for the purpose of cre-
ating swarms and rearing queens without 1n
juring the main colony.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The extended entrance D, forming pas-
sage a', in combination with the sections hav-
ing passages a? and the chamber a and tube
b, leading into the chamber a, and the en-
trance for the rays of light, all as and for the
purposes set forth.
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9. The sections, substantially as described,
having passages d d, in combination with the
reversible board G and case A, as and for the
purposes set torth.

3. The sections B, provided with a perfo-
rated frame around the top, with blocks f/, 1n

-combination with the Dboard H, with cut cor

ners and chambers e, perforations ¢/, and open-
ings ¢/, forming a bee tfeeder and a honey-
board, all as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, 1
have herennto set my hand this 13th day ot
May, 1875.

LEDSON GERRY.
Withesses:

S. M. FARRAR,
EpwiN ELLioryr.




